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A Fournal during a Refidence in Frances from the r parts gd 
Auguft te the Middle of December, 1792. To which is 
added, an Account of the moft remarkable Events that bap- 
pened at Paris from that Time to the Death of the late King of 

_ France: By F. Moore, M.D. 2 Vols: Vol. If. 8v0s 8s. 64: 
Beards. Robinfons. 1793- 

Ri Moore has at length gratified the curiofity of the pubs 
lic, by prefenting them with the fecond volume: of his 
promifed Journal; if, indeed, the term Journal can with pro 


priéty apply to a work of which part (the account of Dumoué - 


tier’s campaign) is compiled from the Compte Rendu of Dil- 
lon*; part, as the author acknowledges, from information 
collected in England, and fubfequent to the lateft period of 
his refidence in France, and of which the whole has been put 
together, and moulded into its prefent form, fo confiderable a 
time after his return from the fcene of events. In relatling 
tranfactions of fuch notoriety, much of the intereft will be 
loft by the intervention of delay in the publication, and we 
could therefore wifh that all who have it in their powet td 
communicate information upon the affairs of France, would 
either give it while the tranfa€tions are yet recent, or, if their 
plan gees further than catching the anecdote of the day, and 
reafoning on the incidents as they arife, that they would take 
the trouble of digefting their materials into a regular and cone 
tinued narrative. We do not, however, mean to quarrelwith the 
entertainment provided for us, becaufe it is not ferved up ex 
actly in the mode we fhould have preferred. ‘This volume 
begins with the return of our author and his fellow traveller 
to Paris, which they did by way of Arras, not being able to 
procure any certain information whether or not the Auftrians 





* A very full Abftra@ of which was given in the Appendix to our Eighth 
Volume. Rev. 
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had actually raifed the fiege of Lifle. On their arrival at Aire, 
they put up at the fign of the Three Kings. Ma foi mop. 
jfieur, faid a man who was {moaking his pipe at the door of 
the coffee-houfe to Dr. Moore, Vous aviez choifi la des bites 
qui ne font plus & la mode. The Englifh, however, were ftij] 
confidered as friends; and vivent les .zmglois was thought at 
that period, a proper and natural aceompaniment t6 the cries 
of liberty and patriotifm. In their route the travellers met 
with many {mall parties haftening to the relief of Lifle; their 
fervants were at length tired with crying out Vive /a nation, 
Vive la republique! and one of them refuted tojoin when call- 
ed upon; upon which a foldier feized the bridle of his horfe, 
and levelled his mufket at him; but an apology from lord 
Lauderdale was readily accepted, and an ofhcer crying Vivent 
Jes Anglois, they pafled on. Dr. Moore fays, it is fifty to one 
the fellow was not fhot through the head; but we fufpeé& the 
man’s danger was not equal to his fright. From the reft of 
this chapter we learn that common foldiers are coarfe in their 
epithets, and that poft-mafters will praétife impofition. Our 
author arrived at Paris on the 10th of October, where they 
were {till working at the entrenchments, which ferved to em- 
ploy and intereft the people; though, as a mode of defence, 
they were little valued by military men. But Dumourier had 
already faved the city. During all this period the convention 
was agitated with the moft violent oppofition between the Ma- 
ratifts and the Briflotines; and the mutual exprefhhons of rage 
aud contempt, which our author was a witnefs of, fufficient- 
ly indicated a conteft, which could only end with the deftruc- 
tion of one of the parties. Our author feems fully of opinion, 
that not only the greater part of the convention, but that the far 
greater part of Paris, favoured the moderate party; yet it is 
{carcely to be conceived how fuch men as Marat, Danton, and 
Robefpierre, without name or fortune, fhould be-able to fup- 
port themfelves in the ftation they have held, except they had 
fomehow found means to intereft that mafs which may pro- 
perly be denominated the people. That the moft contemptuous 
language was ufed towards them in the convention by the op- 
pofite party, only proves that the ardour of their contention 
was unchecked by any of thofe confiderations which, in lefs 
turbulent:.periods, temper.the fiercenefs .of debate; but we 


have feen that, however Marat and his aflociates might excite 


indignation, they were too formidable to be defpifed. 
_ The following paflages contain lively defcriptions of thofe 
who were fo little a time ago, and others who ftill are, at the 


head of affairs, in the fhifting {cene of the national conven- 


fion t 


¢ Briffot 
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¢ Briffot is a little man, of an intelligent countenance, but of 4 
weakly frame of body. 7 . 

¢ While many of the deputiés, even tlofe who are no way ob- 
noxious to the violent party, carry pocket-piftols, or canes which 
contain {words ; Briffot walks through the ftreets, at all hours, with- 
out fo much as a {witch in his hand. 

‘ An acquaintance of his told me that he had fpoken of ‘this to 
him as a piece of great imprudence, confidering the number of his 
enemies, many of whom he thought capable of affaffination. To 


i this remonftrance Briffot anfwered with a carelefs air, “ S’ils font 
e, décidés 4 m/’affaffiner, ils en trouveroient aifément le moyen de 
rc uelque manierre que je fufle armé : d’ailleurs je fuis d'une contti- 
t tution fi foible, que ne pouvant faire qu'une trifte défenfe, je pre- 
ie férerois ’honneur de n’en point faire du tout.” 


Ie ‘ But timidity is not to be placed among this man’s failings, nor 
if prudence among his virtues.’ : 

‘ If Briffot is toé little affeéted by the rancour of his enemies; 
Roland fhews too muth fenfibility to the attacks which are made on 
him, and this is one reafon perhaps for their being continued with 
fuch fpirit and perfeverance. Infinuations. tending to render him 
unpopular, not only appear in certain daily journals, but accufa- 
tions againft him are fometimes ‘pafted on the walls. He alludes to 
thefe rather too often in his addreffes to the convention, which aré 
fometimes thought laboured and ‘pompous. While one of this kind 
was reading in the affembly, I heard one of the deputies fay peevifh- 
ly, * Cet homme pretend nous gouverner par des phrafes.”” An- 
other, fhrugging up his fhoulders, faid, “ Il ne chefche-qu’a faire 
admirer la beauté de fon ftile.” Fo which the mentbér Who fat 
pe him replied, “ Auffi y réuffit il quelquefois avec aide de fa 

me.” . 

* The tendency of thefe addreflés aiid letters genetally is, after ex- 
culpating himfelf from the charges above mentioned; to prove the 
neceflity of order and fubmiffion to law.’ 





* Robefpierre is a man of {mall fize, and a difagreeable tounte- 
hance, which announces more fire than underftanding ; in his calm- 
eit momehts, he conceals with difficulty the hatred and malignity 
which is faid to exift in his heart, and which his features are admi- 
tably formed to exprefs: ‘He diftirigdifhed himfelf iti the confti- 

* tuent aflembly by the violence of his {peeches, and much more fincé, 
in the Jacobin fociety; by the violence of his meafurés. His elo- 
quence is employed in inveétives agaiiift tyrarts and ariftocrates; 
and in declamations in praife of liberty. His {peeches are barren in 
argument, but fometimes fertile in the flowers of fancy. 

* Robefpierre is confidered as an enthufiaft rather than a hypo- 
trite; fome people think him both, which is not without example ; 
S 2 * buts 
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but, to me, he feems to’be too much of the firft to be'a great deal 
of the fecond. , . 

* He always refufed every office of emolument : his paffion js 
popularity, not avarice ; and he is allowed, even by thofe who d&. 
teft many parts of his character, and are his enemies, to be ingor. 
ruptible by money. : : 

‘ Roland is not fuppofed to poffefs all the energy of chara@er 
that belongs to Danton; in many other refpetts they differ. Ro. 
land is believed to be a thorough republican: Danton, it is thought, 
does not lay much ftrefs an the form of government, and woul 
have no objeétion to monarchy, provided the monarch were a cre. 
ture of his own ; for I do not find that it is fufpected that he afpires 
to reign in’perfon. 

‘ Roland and Danton were often in oppofition with each othe 
when ioined in the fame adminiftration. Roland ftruggled with all 
his might againft the ufurpations of the general council of the com- 
mune of Paris after the roth of Auguft : Danton favoured and abet: 
ted them. Roland exclaimed againft the maffacres in September, 
did every thing he could to put an end to them, and on that account 
was himfclf in imminent danger. Danton, though he was then 
minifter of juftice, is accufed of having been criminally paflive on 
that very. preffing occafion, Roland ufes his whole influence to 
bring the authors of thofe favage {cenes to juftice : Danton ules his 
to ftifie all inveftigation of that nature. . 

. ¢ In external appearance and manner thofe two men differ.as in 
all the reft: Roland is about fixty- years of age, tall, thin, ofa mild 
countenance and pale complexion, His drefs, every time I have 
feen him, -has been the fame,. a drab-coloured fuit lined with gretn 
filk, his grey hair hanging loofe. 

‘ Danton ig not fo tall, but much broader than Roland : his form 
is coarfe, and'uncommonly robuft: Roland’s manner‘ts unaffuming | 
and modeft—that of Danton fierce and boifterous ; he {peaks with 
the voice of a Stentor, declaims on the bleffings of freedom with the 
arrogance of a tyrant, and invites to union and friendfhip with th 
frown of an enemy.’ 3 


The following particulars are given of the death of the 
duke of Rochfoucauld : 


‘ Difgufted with a feries of crimes which he could neither prevent 
nor punifh, and finding that his prefence in Paris was neither of ule 
to his country nor to the king, the duke of Rochefoucauld withdrew 
from the capital to his villa in Normandy, from whence, on ac- 
count of his health, he foon after went to the medicinal waters.of 
Forges, where he was during the dreadful period of the maflacres in 
September, and where a commiffioner from the general council of 
the commune of Paris arrived with an order to arreft and conduéthim 
to the capital. This commiflioner was a man of more humanity 
than thofe ufually employed by the council on fimiliar occafians 5 
+ he 
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he readily agreed to the propofal of accompanying the duke in the 
firt place to his own houfe at Roche-Guyon, with a view that the 
agitation which exifted at Paris might have time te fubfide before he 
fhould arrive, and in the hopes that the duke’s friends might be able 
to have the order recalled.—In company with Mr. de la Rochefou- 
cauld was the ducheffle D’Anville his mother, and the duchefs 
his wife. On the road between Forges and Roche-Guyon, they 
flopped at Gifors ; during this period, moft unfortunately a battalion 
of national guards arrived, among whom fome of the Paris affaffins, 
as it is fufpeéted, were mixed. 

‘ Thefe villains immediately fhewed a difpofition to murder the 
duke, who, being more folicitous for the fafety of his mother and 
his wife than for his own, and fearing that they might be injured or 
infulted if he remained with them, he perfuaded them to go on. 
The duke himfelf afterwards walked to his carriage under the protec- 
tion of the mayor of Gifors, the commiflioner, and fome of the. na- 
tional guards ; but he was, notwithftanding, followed by the aflaffins, 
loading hith all the way with abufive language, till one of them have 
ing found means of coming very near the duke, threw a ftone with 
fuch force, that, ftriking him on the temple, it killed him on, the 
fpot, and fome of the wretches immediately, on feeing him fall, 
cried, “ Vive la nation !” 

‘The French nation is difgraced by fuch an exclamation on fuch 
an occafion ; and, were I not convinced that the majority deteft the 
actions and ficken at the exclamations of fuch wretches, I fhould 
join in fentiment with thofe who with it wafhed from the furface of 


the globe.’ 


Dr. Moore was prefent at a trial of ftrength between the _ 
two'parties, on the accufation of Robefpierre by Louvet, of 
which he gives a detailed account. It ended in a‘fort of drawn 
battle, and only increafed the mutual animofity. Indeed it is 
moft evident from the whole of this account, that each of the 
parties held a fword at the throat of the other, and that no 
compromife could have taken place. 


En quo difcordia -cives 








Perduxit miferos 


If two men attempt to pafs each other in a narrow path, on 
the edge of a precipice, one of them mutt be thrown down; 
the fault was in getting into fuch a fituation. 

The following little particulars may ferve to fhew the in- 
fluence which the prefent ftate of things has upon the face of 
the capital, and the manners of private life : 


* There are cight or ten theatres for dramatic entertainments of 


one kind or other at prefent in Paris: moft of them are open fovr 
$3 tp 
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times aweek. The pieces reprefented are generally new, and adap, 
ted to the {pirit of the times, and to fortify the minds of the audi. 
ence in fentiments favqurable to the revolution. Kings and 

are reprefented as rapacious, voluptuous, aad tyrannical; n 

as frivolous and unfeeling, fawning to the fovereign, and infolen 
to their fellow-fubjeéts ; priefts as hypocritical, artful, and wicked, 
To infpire a hatred to monarchical government, and a love of re. 
publicanifm, is one great object of almoft every new piece—even 
in thofe comi¢ pieces whofe plots turn on an amorous intrigue, o 
_fome object equally remote from politics or forms of government, 
fentiments of the fame tendency occur, and however awkwendly 
introduced, they aré fure of being received with applaufe. .A ftrid 
adherence to the unities of time and place, and other critical rules, 
for which the French theatre was formerly diftinguifhed, is $ now lit. 
tle attended to. 

‘ The dramatic writers hate fetters, as much as the Sans Cult 
and fometimes defpife decorum as much. 

‘ I was lately at the Theatre de la Variété ; the piece was entitled 
La Mort de Beauripaire. 

‘ The hero, on hearing that the magiftrates of Verdun have de, 
livered a gate of the town to the Pruffians, fhoots himfelf on the 
ftage. The Duke of Brunfwick, furrounded by his guards, enters, 
and finds a French foldier lamenting over the body of his com. 
mander: while the duke is queftioning him, another French foldier 
is brought in, who has juft fhota Pruffian officer in the ftreet. The 
duke afks, who bribed him to commit this affaffination? . The fol- 
dier replies, That he needed no bribe to determine him to deftroy 
the enemies of his country ; that he had no part jn the infamous ca- 
pitulation, by which the Pruffians were permitted to enter Verdun; 
that he had miftaken the officer he had killed, for the duke himéfelf, 
and highly regrets the miftake.”—-The foldier in his turn demands 
of the duke, * who had bribed Aim to invade a country which had 
xenounced conquef{, and to make war on a people,’ who withed 
only to be governed by'laws of their own making, under a form 
agreeable to ; their own tafte?”? The duke makes fome reply to this, 
andthe difpute becomes warm : but although the foldier is repre- 
fented as having by much the beft of the argument, he is ordered to 
immediate execution. It appears foon after, that on his way he has 
leaped over a bridge, and by that means e{caped a more painful 
death. “The firft foldier concludes the piece, by affuring the duke, 
that he wil] make nothing of his prefent enterprize, which he had 
beit relinquith i in time ; for the fhorteft follies are the fooneft remedicds 
' ¢ Many little dramas are daily exhibited on the Boulevards, to the 
fame tendency, and ballads are fung in the ftreets and public walks : 
one is entitled, Comparaifon du Regime Ancien avec le et 
the taft ftanza i is as follows ; 
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‘ Jadis, quand pour l’armée un fils partoit, Y satim ci9 

Sa bonne mere tout auffi-tot pleuroit, “~ - — - ¢ 

Et le retirer elle ne_pouvoit ; | 
C’étoit régime defpote. 


Aujourd’hui, l’on voit toutes les mamans 

Faire le paquet, armer leurs enfans, 

Et les envoyer fervir dans les camps ; 
Vive un régime patriote.’ 


¢ The two following ftanzas are from another, which is much re- 
lifhed by the people : 


‘ Savez-vous la belle hiftoire 
De ces fameux Prufliens ? 
Ils marchoient a la victoire 
Avec les Autrichiens ; 

Au lieu de palme de gloire 
Ils ont cueilli des—raifins. 


Le Grand Fredéric s*échappe, 
Prenant le plus court chemin ; 
Mais Dumourier le ratrappe, 
Et lui chante ce refrain 

N’allez plus mordre a la grappe 


Dans la vigne du voifin." 





‘ A few days fince I faw a man dreffed in the uniform of a gene- 
ral officer come up to a poor fellow, who, with a pike in his hand, 
{tood fentinel at a gate, and, addrefling him by the name of “ Ci- 
toyen Sojdat,’* afked him the way to a particular ftreet. 

‘ The pike-men were formerly confidered as of a rank inferior to 
the national guards, who are armed with mufkets : but of late they 
are put on a footing, and do duty together; but ftill it might have 
been expeéted, that this gentleman’s rank in the army would have 
commanded the ftrongeft marks of refpe& from a common foldier, 
if his laced coat failed to produce them in a ppor fellow almoft in 
rags. 

“ Tenez, mon camarade,” faid the pike-man: “ you will firft 
turn to the right, and then walk ftraight on until, &c.” 

‘ The officer,having heard the directions returned thanks to the 
Citoyen Soldat, and, moving his hat, walked away. 

_ Some time fince I was walking with a man, who has the rank 
of lieutenant-colonel in the national guards : —feven or eight men 
belonging to his battalion came up to him with a complaint ; they 
pretended that injuftice had been done to their company, im the ar- 
rangements refpecting the duty ; and they alfo complained of fome 
other grievances :—the perfon they had chofen to fpeak for them 
seemed to be rather of a flery temper; and he ftated the grievances 
S 4 with 
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with more heat and lefs ceremony than I had been accuftomed to fey 
. foldiers ufe when addreffing their officers. —The lieutenant-co 
on his part, heard the complaints with attention and coolnefs ; only 
faying, from time to time, as the orator proceeded, “ Tu as raifon, 
tu as raifon,. mon ami”’—and gave no other interruption, or anfwer 
till he had quite finifhed. The officer then began with the phrafe 
he had already ufed fo frequently, “ Tu as raifon, mon ami, cela 
eft clair; but there is one point in which you are a little miftaken.” 
‘ This one point turned out to be the whole affair in queftion, 
The officer proceeded to put the bufinefs in a very different light ; 
fometimes addreffing himfeif to the orator, and fometimes te 
of the circle; and in a fhort time convinced the whole, that what 
they afked was unreafonable, and difmiffed them fatisfied, and re, 
peating, Le Colonel a raifon,” 


Perhaps when the /urprize excited by fuch a mode of treat, 
ment is a little worn off, the mode of argument purfued by 
the French officer towards thofe who fhared in his dangers, 
may be thought as proper in many cafes as the argumentum bay 
¢ulinum; the only one generally offered to foldiers, 

The following anecdote of the bookfeller is a very good 
one: 


‘ Ido not know whether it will be confidered as a fign thata 
fenfe of religion is declining among the French, that the beggars in 
afking charity no longer add pour l'amour de Dieu, but inftead of 
that, generally cry Vive la nation ; but that religious fentiments arg 
becoming every day weaker on the minds of the common people of 
this country, is moft apparent ; but it never occurred to me, that. 
one order of fociety was gaining in that article, what another was 
Jofing. A friend of mine told me, however, that he was this fore: 
noon in a bookfeller’s fhop ; that having obferved the fhelves of one 
fide entirely filled with books of devotion, he had afked of the book» 
feller, if books of that kind were in much requeft at_prefent. 

“ A good deal,” replied the bookfeller, “* with the ariftocrates; 
as for the patriots, they hardly ever look into them.” 

“ The reafon of that,” refumed my friend, “ perhaps is, that 
the patriots being the poorer have not money to lay out on books.” 

* They ufed to purchafe them formerly,” faid the bookfeller ; 
and it is only fince the ariftocrates became poor, that many of 
them began to purchafe them at all,” - 


The French ideas of equality are illuftrated by the following 
incident, which happened to an Englifh gentleman and lady: 


¢ Hearing there was to be a debate on an important fubject in 
the convention, the gentleman hired two perfons to go early and 
keep places for them in the front of the gallery oppofite.to. the pre- 


fident, ‘The gentleman and lady went themfelves an -~ a 
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A fentinePwho was placed within the gallery, told them there was 
no room. They faid that two perfons inthe front would yield them 


their places, and the two perfons rofe accordingly and offered to 
withdraw ; but the people in the gallery objected to the new com- 
ers taking their places, which, they faid, naturally belonged to thofe 
who fat n . ‘The Englithman appealed to the fentinel : ** Ma 
foi, citoyen,” Yaid-the-fentinel, “ l’affaire eft un pew épinevfe ; you 
mutt let it be judged by the company.” 

¢ This is the ufual way on all difputes ,in the galleries ; a jury is 
immediately formed of the people neareft, who decide by the plu- 
rality of votes, and their verdict is always obeyed. 

‘ The Englifhman then afked of the company, whether the two 
perfons whom he had fent to the gallery had not a right to keep their 
places. It was unanimoufly agreed that they had ; but that, if they 
retired, the two who fat neareft them had a right to the places they 
left; and fo every couple might advance ig fucceflion, but thofe 
who dame laft muft be content with the worft places, till new va- 
cancies cecurred.. * But,” refumed the Englifhman, “ I have paid 
thofe two men for keeping places for this lady and me, and that 
we fhould have them is founded on juftice.”—“ Mais non pes fur 
Vegalite,” faid one of the jury ; to which opinion all the reft adher- 


“ You fee, citizen,” refumed the fentinel, “ that the caufe is 
given againft you, and there is no more to be fard.” 

‘ It is not furprifing that this idea of equality is very favourably 
received by the loweft order of fociety, particularly according to the 
fenfe in which many of them underftand it; and I] make no man- 
ner of doubt but that there are men of acknowledged dulnefs, and 
women decidedly ugly, who would rejoice in a decree for zn equa- 
lity of genius and beauty, and who, to that variety in which na- 
ture delights, would prefer an infipid monotony of talents and looks 
all over the world.—But until Nature fhall iffue fuch a decree, the 
decrees of all the national conventions on earth to eftablith égulite 
will be vain. Were equality decreed by the unfiverf2l confent of 
mankind this year, there would be inequality of riches and im- 
portance all over the earth the next.’ 


With all due deference to our entertaining traveller, he 
feems to have miftaken the true principle of equality. We 
fee nothing in this decifion, but a determination that money 
fhould not, in all cafes, ftand in ftead of every thing elfe. It 
is only faying, if you with a feat in the convention, you muft 
not purchafe it by procuring another man to keep it for 
you. You muft purchafe it by rifing early; perhaps by going 
Without your breakfaft; by greater alertnefs, or greater pa- 
tience than your neighbour. This is the price at which we 
fet it, and the proper coin by which fuch-an advantage ought 
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to be paid. Now wedo not fee that this has any tendency tq 
a levelling fyftem ; or that it is at all analogous to a decree 
for an eapality of genius and beauty.. On the contrary, it 
gives full play for all thofe advantages of mind or body by which 
men differ from each other. And this is in fact, we appre. 
hend, what the French mean by equality, though the term has 
been unfortunately chofen; they mean, not that men fhould 
poffefs equally, but that each fhould have an equal right to 
acquire ; equal {cope for his talents and induftry. Inftead of 
faying that the ugly and the dull would rejoice in a decree for 
an equality of genius and beauty, it would be more to the 
purpofe of the prefent ftory to fay, that the indolent and the 
timorous would rejoice in a decree, which enfured to them 
the fame advantages that belong to ftrength and agility, to 
ardour and perfeverance.—But an Englifhman is fo accuitom- 
ed to fee every thing done by money, that he thinks himfelf as 
ill ufed if he cannot purchafe his neighbour’s dexterity, or his 
neighbour’s patience, as if he were refufed the purehafe of 
his facks of corn which ftand in the market.—The French had 
not, while Dr. Moore was with them, altered their calendar, 
but their drefs and forms of {peech had undergone a great 
change. 


‘ They begin to éutoyer each other, that is, to ufe in converfation 
the fingular pronoun fx, inftead of the plural vows, as the Romans 
did, and the Quakers do. They have fubftituted the name Citoyen, 
for Monfieur, when talking to or of any perfon; but more frequent- 
ly, particularly in the national affembly, they pronounce the name 
fimply, as Buzot, Guadet, Vergniaud. , It has even been propofed 
m fome of the journals, that the cuftom of taking off the hat and 
bowing the head fhould be abolifhed, as remains of the ancient 
flavery, and unbecoming the independent {pirit of free men ; inftead 
of which they are. defired, on meeting their acquaintance in the 
fireet, to place their right hand to their heart as a fign of cordiali- 
ty.’ 

» 

‘ David, the celebrated painter, whois a member of the conven: 
tion and a zealous republican, has fketched fome defigns for a res 
publican drefs, which he feems eager to have introduced ; it refem* 
bles the old Spanifh drefs, confifting of a jacket with tight trow/ers, 
a coat without fleeves above the jacket, a fhort cloak, which may 
either hang Icofe from the left fhoulder or be drawn over both: a 
belt to which two piftols and a {word may be attached, a round hat 
and feather, are alfo part of this drefs, according to the fketches of 
David; in which full as much atiention is paid to picturefque effect as 
to conveniency.” — 

: Dr. 
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~ Dr. Moore adds, in his lively way, that exprefling his won- 
der how a patriot could intereft himfelf with fuch trifling 
things, he was anfwered, that David was a painter before he 
was a patriot; part of this drefs, he tells us, has been adopted 
by many. | . : 

" The following reflections fhew the candour and judgment 
of the author; they might perhaps be extended to the fimilar 
of the priefts ; , 

‘ The emigration of the nobleffe was moft unfortunate; I {peak 
of that which took place at the beginning of the revolution, when 
it was ftill fafe for them to remain in their country ; and not, of 
thofe which have happened fince, and were abfolutely neceflary for 
felf-prefervation ; but itis more than probable that the neceflity for 
thefe laft emigrations.arofe- from the unneceflary one which took 
place at firft. Had all the nobleffe remained, it cannot be imagined 
but that a body of men of the moft extenfive property mutt, in fpite 
ef the torrent of the times, have retained giéat influence, and 
prevented many of the diforders which have diftraéted this unhappy 
country. Numbers of the noblefle would have been elected into 
the affemblies, and thus have precluded fome deputies who per- 
haps have been the caufe of great mifchief: by accommodating 
themfelves in fome degree to the prevailing opinions, they would 
have gradually rendered them more mild and conciliatory, and pre- 
vented that degree of acrimonious prejudice which at prefent pre- 
vails againft the whole body of nobility. The earlieft emi- 
grants being confidered as the inftigators of a combination of fo. 
reign powers againft France, as determined to re-eftablifh the an- 
cient government, and as filled with the moft implacable defire of 
vengeance; the odium againft them became ftronger every day, and 
was by the populace, ever incapable of difcrimination, extended to 
the whole clafs. The nobleffe who remained in the country were 
daily provoked by new injuries from their countrymen within, and 
piqued by letters from thofe without, accufing them of meannefs in 
fubmitting to the new order of things, and of cowardice for not 
joining the armies of the princes. It is not to be wondered at, there- 
fore, that many of them left their country. After the tenth of 
Augutft, it became dangerous for any of them who had fhewn them- 
felves the friends of limited monarchy, and eager to fupport. the 
conftitution, to remain in France.* 


The latter part of the volume gives an account of the ini- 
quitous trial and affecting death of Louis XVI. An a& 
of injuftice for which France has already bled in every vein, 
and for which moft «¥ thofe who, feeling it to be unjutt, 
fought only to temporife and to gain time, as Dr. Moore has 
well fhown they did, inftead of boldly refufing their concur- 
rence toa meafure they difapproved, have already paid the — 

eit 
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feit of their lives. So much fafer, as well as more honour. 
able, are decifive meafures than timid and forced compliances, 
The following is, we believe, the fulleft account that has 
been publifhed of the clofing fcene of the unfortunate mo. 
narch. After the delay requefted by the king had been re. 
fufed to him, he defired the attendance of Mr. Edgeworth: 


‘ Mr. Edgeworth’s father was originally a Proteftant clergyman, 
of a good family in Ireland, who was converted to the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion, and had eftablifhed himfelf in France, where he bred 
his fon as an ecclefiaftic, in the faith which he himfelf preferred. — 
The fon recommended himfelf fo much by his good condué and 
excellent character, that he was chofen by. the princefs Elizabeth as 
her confeffor ; by which means he became known to, and highly 
efteemed by the king; of which he gave the ftrongeft proof, by 
fending for him on this awful occafion.’ 





‘ Mr. Edgeworth was conducted firft before the council in the 
Temple, and then to the king. On his being introduced, he in- 
ftantly fhewed fuch marks of refpeét and fenfibility as affected the 
unfortunate prince fo much, that he burft into tears, and was for 
fome moments unable to fpeak : at length he faid— Excufe me, _ 
Mr. Edgeworth, I have not been accuftomed of late to the com- 
pany of men like you.” 

‘ After paffing fome time with his confeffor, the king thought he 
had acquired fufficient fortitude to bear an interview with his family. 
The queen, princefs Elizabeth, with the prince and princefg royal, 
were conduéted to his apartment. They continued near three hours- 
together—No tragic poet has imagined a {cene more affecting than 
what was realized at this interview—The actors, fo lately placed in 
the moft brilliant fituation that the world can give—hurled from the 
fummit of human fplendor to the depth of human mifery. A fifter, 
children, and a wife, in a prifon, taking their laft leave of a bro- 
ther, father, and hufband, rendered more dear than ever by his paft 
fufferings, their common calamity, and the dreadful fate awaiting 
him the following day. | 

‘ The king, though affected at different times beyond the power 
of expreffion, retained his recollection to the laft. When they were 
to feparate, the princefs Elizabeth mentioned their hopes of feeing 
him again in the morning. He allowed her to expe it. The queen 
could fiften to no words of comfort. No confideration could pre- 
vent her from pouring forth her indignation in the moft violent ex- 
- preffions againft the enemies of her hufband. In the bitternefs of 
her foul fhe beat her breaft and tore her hair; and her fcreams were 
heard at intervals, all that night of agony and horror. 


‘ After his family had withdrawn, the king remained for fome 
time 
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time with his eyes fixed om the ground without fpeaking; then with 
a profound figh he pronounced—*“ Ce moment étoit terrible.” 

‘| have it from the beft authority, that after his family were with- 
drawn, the mifery of his own fate did not engrofs his mind fo en- 
tirely as to exclude all folicitude for the fate of others ; he enquired 
in a moft affectionate manner of Mr. Edgeworth for feveral whom 
he confidered as his friends, and particularly for the ecclefiaftics, 
who had been perfecuted with the greateft cruelty ; and exprefied 
fatisfaétion at hearing that many of them had efcaped to England, 
where they were received with kindnefs and hofpitality. 

‘ Mr. Edgeworth prevailed on him to go to bed for four hours. 

_ «He rofe at five; and exprefling an inclination to hear mafs, Mr. 


Edgeworth informed the council, who were fitting in the Temple, © 


of the king’s requeft. Some difficulties were made, which Mr. 

worth removed, faying that the ufual ornaments and all that 
was requifite for the ceremony could be procured from a neigh- 
bouring church. 

‘ Mr. Edgeworth fhewing great folicitude that the king fhould be 
gratified, one of the commiffioners faid, he had heard of people 
who had: been poifoned taking the facrament. | 

‘To this horrid-irifinuation Mr. Edgeworth made no other reply, 
than by calmly reminding him that the committee were to procure 
the hoft. 

¢ What was neceflary was provided. Mr. Edgeworth faid mafs, 
and adminiftered the facrament to the king; and then mentioned 
that his family expeéted to fee hirn before he left the Temple. The 
king, fearing that he had not fufficient firmnefs for a fecond inter- 
view, wifhed to {pare them the agony of fuch a {cene, and there- 
fore declined it. 

‘ At halfan hour after eight, Santerre came and informed him 
that he had received orders to conduét him to the place of exe- 
Cution. After pafling three minutes in private with his confeflor, 
he came'to the outer room where Sariterre had remained, and ad- 
drefling him, faid, “ Marchons, je fuis prét.” In defcending to 
the court, he begged the commiffioners to recommend certain per- 
fons who were in his fervice to the Commune; after which, not 
imagining that Mr. Edgeworth intended to accompany him any fur- 
ther, he was bidding him adieu, But the other faid, his attendance 
was not over., “ What,” faid the king, “do you intend to ad- 
here to me ftill?” “ Yes,” replied the confeflor, “ to the laft.” 


‘ The king walked through the court with a firm ftep, and ens - 


tered the mayor’s coach, followed by Mr. Edgeworth, a municipal 
officer, and two officers. of the national guards. 

* The king récited the prayers for ‘perfons in the agonies of death 
during the conveyance from the Temple to the Place de la Revo- 
lution, formerly the Place de Louis XV. 

‘When the carriage ftopped at the fcaffold, the king faid— 


“ Nous 
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«“ Nous voici donc arrivé.” He pulled off his coat, unbuttoned 
the neck ef his fhirt, afcended the {caffold with fteadinefs, and {ur.. 
veyed for a few moments the immenfe multitude ; then approach- 
ing the edge, as there was a good deal of noife, he made a motion 
with his hand for filence, which inftantly took place—then fpeak. 
ing witha raifed voice, he faid—“ Francais, je meurs innocent. Je 
pardonne a tous mes ennemis, et je fouhaite que la France ” 

‘ Santerre, who was on horfeback near the {caffold, made a fig. 
nal for the drums to beat, and for the executioners to perform their 
office. The king’s voice was drowned in the noife of the drums. . 

‘ Three executioners then approached to feize him: at the fight 
of a cord, with which one of them attempted to tie his arms, the 
king for the firft time fhewed figns of indignation, and as if he was 
going to refift. Mr. Edgeworth put him in mind that the Saviour 
of Mankind had allowed his arms to be tied: he no fooner pro- 
nounced this, than the king became paiflive as a lamb... The exe- 
cutioners laid hold of him, and placed him on the guillotine: ~ The 
confeffor then kneeling with his face near to that of the king, pro- 
nounced aloud—* Enfant de Saint Louis, montez au ciel.”—The 
blow was given —Mr. Edgeworth’s face was {prinkled with the 
king’s blood. The executioner walked round the {caffold, holding 
up the head to be feen by the people. A few, who had probably 
been hired for the purpofe, cried—* Vive la Nation! Vive la Re« 
publique !” 

‘ Thus did the French nation, who had endured thescrielties of 
Lewis the Eleventh, the treachery of Charles the Ninth, and the 
tyranny of Lewis the Fourteenth, condemn and execute forthe pre- 
tended crimes of cruelty, treachery, and:tyranny, the mildeft, moft 
juft, and leaft tyrannical prince that ever fat on their throne.’ 





We now take our leave of’ an author who has fo often in- 
formed ang entertained_us, and from whom, whenever the 
opportunity occurs, we hope again to receive entertainment 
and information. 


——, 





Experiments on Animal Eleétricity, with their wees to 
Phyfiology.. And fome Pathalogical and. Medical Obfervations- 
By Eujfebius Valli, M.D. correfponding Member of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Turin. Sve 65. Boards: 
Johnfon. 1793. ) 


‘THE fate of electricity has been fingular. Little is known 
of it but faéts ; and modern difcoveries have confiftec 
only in varying the leading properties of the fluid, attraction, 
and repulfion. Even the moft ufeful application of the doo- 
trine, in guarding againft the effeéts of thunder ftorms, con 
fifts in nothing more. Yet we are, perhaps, on the eve,0 
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feeing our knowledge farther ‘extended, ‘of finding this fluid 
q confiderable meteorological agent, combining with, and fe- 
parating from water, fo as to become air, or defcend in rain; 
of purfuing it in the various operations of nature, where its 
influence has hitherto been guetied at only. But we muft not 
follow ideal fpeculation, which may not be realifed, or which 
can only becgme the mee of our examination, when they 
have obtained a more refpectable appellation. 

Animal ele€tricity, as it has been ftyled, with equal atten- 
tion, has hitherto made no greater progrefs. The human body 
was known to be a conductor of eleétricity, and it was evi- 
dent, though not fufficiently attended to, chat the fluid pur- 
fued the courfe of the nerves. It was ufed as a remedy for 
various difeafes ; but, though it fomgtimes cured, it very fre- 
quently failed, and. the cures were inconfiderable, doubtful, 
or tranfitory. -In this ftate our knowledge was, when fome 
peculiar electrical animals were difcovered ; a ray and an eel 
were found to give fhocks, which alittle inquiry proved to be 
electrical, to depend on nervous influence, and organs parti- 
cularly diftinguifhable for. numerous nerves, and a difpropor- 
tioned quantity of nervous power. About the period of this 
difcovery, in the year 1770, Dr. Cullen, in his clafs, took up 
the fubject.. If we miftake not, it was before the diflection 
of the electrical ray, but, as we have afliixed the date, it may 
be eafily afcertained. Inthis little hiftorical tketch, it is of 
importance to mention his opinions: they are peculiarly appli- 
cable to M. Valli’s experiments, and, if neceffary, can be in- 
difputably afcertained. He! then ftrongly infifted on the im- 
probability of any lateral:communication’ of motion between 
the nervous fibrils, connected in the fame fheath ; he fhowed 
that thefe fibres were. probably not tubular, and that, if they 
conveyed, any. fluid, it was an: élaftic one inherent in their fub- 
ftance, or adhering to them by fome peculiar affinity, confined 
by the feparaté membranes of each fibril. This fluid was moft 
probably elaftic, perhaps fimilar to the ele&trical; but, on this 
fubjet, he was not explicit. . Thefe opinions now lie before 
us, taken from a fhort-hand copy of his le€tures at that pe- 
riod, and juftice obliges us to notice them, to fecure him that 
fame which a mind focomprehenfive, and a genius fo acute as 
to anticipate future difcoveries, deferves. We have, in dif- 
ferent parts of this Journal, alluded to thefe opinions, and they 
are ftrongly confirmed, by the effects of an electrical thock, 
which is ufually felt in thofe parts where the nerves are moft 
clofely confined; where, of courfe, if the minuter coats are 
not conductors, the paflage of the fluid is rendered moft difh- 
cult. May we add one conjecture ?-When an animal is killed 
by electricity, may it not be effected by the deftruction of thefe 
coats, 
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coats, or at leaft by a change in their power, fo that they ne 
longer confine the fluid, but fuffer it to efcape to the other 
parts of the body, and be by them conduéted to the a 
orearth? But to return. The power of the ele€trical ee] gave 
fome general ideas of the nervous fluid being eleétrical. Lins 
nzus hinted at it, indeed, before this time, and a numerous 
tribe of theorifts, without fufficient foundation or propet 
views, have pronounced thefe two fluids to be the fame. - 
In the year 1786, a ftudent of medicine at Bologna felt 
himfelf wounded in the leg, and looking down, perceived it te 
be owing to the bite ofa moufe. He feized the little animal, 
and immediately laying it on the table, began to difleé it, 
On touching, however, the intercoftal nerve, with his feal 
he received fo fevere a fhock as to benumb his hand. 
name of the ftudent is concealed by M.Colugno, who has 
preferved this anecdote, and the circumftances. are certainly 
not very clearly, or confiftently related. M. Vaflalli fuppofed, 
from this fal, what he might have known from the experi 
ments with ele€trical fifth, that animals could accumulate a 
greater proportion of the electrical fluid, and employ it, when 
wanted, to produce effects fimilar to thofe of the Leyden 
hial. 

In the fcattered records of medical fa&ts, there are many 
fimilar occurrences, which ought before this time to have been 
collected : from their united evidence, they would have appear- 
ed ftriking, and have led to fome conclufions, at leaft plau- 
fible, if not highly probable. 

Inftances of fpontaneous electricity, in the human body and 
in animals, are too numerous to be recited. The fparkling 
eyes of acat, at night, feem to be connected with its eleétr- 
cal properties; and the fame appearance, attended with im 
creafed fenfibility and increafed mufcular power, is obfervable 
in hydrophobic, maniacal, and epileptic perfons. The ancients 
were acquainted with this fpontaneous ele€tricity: it is point 
ed out in the following elegant lines of Virgil: 


¢ Ecce levis fummo de vertice vifus Jiili 
Fundere lumen apex tactuque innoxia molli 
Lambere flamma comas, & circum tempora pafci.’ 


This appearance was confidered to be a happy prefage. It's 
remarkable that Cicero, Livy, Valerius Maximus, and Florus, 


mention it of Tullus Hoftilius ; and Dr. Falconar, we believe) 
without.recolleéting this circumftance, has fhown, in the third 
volume of the Manchefter Memoirs, that. Tullus was probably 
killed by lightning, while engaged in fome obfervations on the 
means of conveying the eleétrical fluid from the clouds. : 


fyftem, already highly electrical, would be more eafily affected 
y 
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by the fhock of the fluid in a contrary ftate.—But it is not on- 
ly fpontaneous electricity that is obfervable in the human bo- 
dy. M. Sauffare has remarked, that, after motion, the ex- 
cited electricity may be eafily obfetved: To omit a croud of 
unauthenticated obfervations, we may add, that M. Laffini, in 
the Tranfactions of the Royal Academy of Sciences for 1777, 
mertions a Ruffian nobleman, who had the power of giving a 
fhock like the torpedo. Gambus mentions a fimilar inftance 
inhis Pathology (§ 660 edit. 1763 *); and we may be permitted 
to tranfcribe his own words * utrum morbofa affectio, etiam 
in homine, ignem ciere eleCtrium poteft, qui fefe fulgurante 
ictu fefe manifeftet, cum corpora aliena contaétum minatur?. 
Symptomatis inauditi noviffimum quidem exemplum movit fufpia 
cionem, nec plura tamen deinceps confirmarunt.’ 

Let us next attend to experiments out of the body: All the 

parts of animals are conductors, while fluid, but non-conduc- 
tors when dry. In their dry ftate, they are electrics per fe in 
a ftriking manner. A mafs compofed of animal nerves has 
been employed to excite electricity; phofphoric glafs is faid 
to be more effeCtual as an exciter than glafs made from any 
other materials. But, even as conduétors, the nerves feem 
to poffefs peculiar properties. "We have feen, that the nera 
vous fiuid feems to prefer the courfe of the nerves, or at leaft 
its effects are felt in that direction; and, when the fhock is 
fatal, no organic injury feems to have been rectived. M. Vari 
Swinden, however, records a fingulat experiment in his ‘ Re« 
cucil de Memoirs fur l’Analogie de ]’Eleétricité & du Mag- 
neti{me,’ tom. ii. p. 126. Ifa nervé and an artery, or a vein 
are taken from the leg of a fheep, juft killed, while the blood is 
full retained, and, by their means two different jars are charg- 
ed, that which communicates with the machine by fheans of 
the nerve is charged in a much greater degree than the other. 
From which, fays the author, M. Steiglehner, we may con- 
clude, that the eleétrical fluid moves more freely through the 
nerves than the other parts of the body. ‘The fame experi- 
ment, with fimilar fuccefs, was made by M. Herbert. 

Our evidences have been few, but fele&: their numbet 
might be increafed 5 but we cannot add to their te{pe€tability. 
We have feen then, that men and animals have the appear- 
ance of pofiefling that portion of the unconfined fluid which 
we call fpontaneous eleétricity ; that men have had natural] 
an accumulated electricity, which they could difcharpe fome- 
times voluntarily ; that the fource and the accumulation of the 
fluid is probably in the nervous fyftem.—In difeafes, we have 
already had occafion to obferve, that the fparkling eyes feem 
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_ * If the dates be obferved, the inftances will be found not to be the fame. 


C. R.N. Arr. (X.) March, 1794 T to 








258 Valti?s Experiments on Animal EleGricity. 


to flow the fpontaneous electricity in a great degree, and this 
appearance is connected with increafed fenfibility, and jn. 
creafed mufcular power. One fact, in an epileptic paroxy{m, 
we had from the beft authority. A ftudent of medicine was 
holding a decrepid old woman (for fhe was naturally fo) in q 
fit of epilepfy. He held her with the affiftance. of feveral 
others, and refted his whole force on the wrift. By a fud- 
den ftart fhe difengaged herfelf from all, and the arm which 
had the ftronge‘t hold of her wrift, was benumbed, as with an 
ele€trical fhock. It muft be added, that he was peculiar! 
fenfible of eleétricity, and ufually much incommoded with 
very, flight fhocks : even a common thunder-ftorm gave him 
very uneafy fenfations. The violent agitations, and the acute 
fenfibility of hydrophobic patients, gave Sauvages the idea of 
accumulated electricity, by the great refemblance between 
them and perfons highly excited ; for we will not torture his 
words fo far, as fome author’s have done, and fuppofe him 
defending this fyftem. Maniacal people, and thofe in the de- 
lirium of fevers, have powers ufually much beyond their 
ufual ftrength. If, with this, we confider ele€tricity confined to 
the nerves, the mufcles, if not wholly nervous, to have a large 
proportion of nervous influence, the power of torpedos to re- 
fide in the nervous fyftem, and to be communicated through 
the mufcles, the conclufion will not be very gratuitous, that 
every affection of the nerves and mufcles, is in a greater or 
Jefs degree electrical: at leaft, that every appearance of in- 
creafed excitement is attended with phznomena not unlike 
thofe of the increafed excitement of ele€tricity, and that, in the 
ordinary ‘tate of the funétions, the effects of this fluid on the 
human body are entirely confiftent with the opinions of Dr. 
Cullen, mentioned in the beginning of the prefent article, to 
which it may now be added, that the innate fluid is probably 
the ele€trical. 

We may now take up M. Valli’s work, and we mean not 
to depreciate his labours by the prefent Introduction. He has 
done much, by means indeed at which humanity fhudders, 
aud has fupported, by many cruel experiments, what analogy 
might have fully eftablifhed. Yet, in this line, it forms 2 
new zra in phyfiology, and we mean to give it an attentive 


examination in all its parts. 
‘M. Valli, in’ his Introduétion, fpeaks with much compla- 


cency of himfeif and his difcovery, and adds the little he feems 
to have been acquainted with, which had been done before in 
this dire@tion. ‘That the coats of the nerves are imperfect 
conductors, he thinks is eftablifhed by his own experiments. 


He was not aware, that it had been hinted at before. He 
: “ gives 
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gives alfo a fhort account of the two kinds of eleCtricity, from 
the common fyftems. ~It is only neceflary for us to tranfcribe 
the relation of the firft difcovery, which led to thefe experi- 
ments, fubfequent to the accident already mentioned in 1786. 
With this we fhall conclude the prefent article: our readers 
will then be in poffeffion of the whole fubject, and we may be 
able to follow, without interruption, the chief addition of M. 


Valli. 


‘ Profeffor Galvani, of Bologna, has difcovered in animals an 
electricity which is peculiar to them, and which performs the office 
ofthe nervous fluid. For this beautiful difcovery, he was indebted 
toa fortunate accident. Whilft diffecting a frog in a room where 
fome of his friends were amufing themfelves with an eleétrical 
machine; one of them drew a {park from the conductor, at the 
fame time that the profeffor touched one of the nerves of the ani- 
mal. In an inftant, the whole body of the frog was fhook by ‘a 
violent convulfion. The profeffor was aftonifhed at the phenomenon, 
and believed it owing to his having wounded the nerve: to affure 
himfelf whether this was really the cafe, he pricked it with the 
point of his knife, withoutany motion of the body, being produced ; 
he now touched the nerve with the inftrument as at firit, and order- 
ed a ipark to be taken from the machine, on which the contra¢tions 
were renewed. The experiment. was repeated a third time, but the 
aminal remained motionlefs; however, on perceiving he held his 
{calpel by the handel, which was of ivory (a bad conduétor), he 


- changed it for a metallic one, and recited the movements, which he 


conftantly failed’of doing whilft ufing an eleétric fubftance. © 
* After having made a great number of experiments with the 


- ele&trical machine, he refolved to profecute the fubject with atmof- 


pheric electricity. To this end, he raifed a conductor upon the 
roof of his houfe, from which he brought an iron. wire into his 
room, and to this attached metal conduétors, conne¢ted with the 
herves of the animals deftined to be the fubjects of his experiments, 
and to their legs he tied wires, which reached the floor. Confider- 
able movements were obferved.in the animals, whether of cold or 
warm blood, whenever it lightened. ‘Thefe preceded thunder, and 
Correfponded with its intenfity and repetition, and even when it did 
not lighten, the. movements took place when’ any ftormy cloud 
pafled over the apparatus. 

* Profeffor Galvani one day fufpended fome frogs, perhaps with 
fimilar views, on metal hooks, fixed in the fpine of the back, upon 
the iron railing of his garden; feveral times he remarked that thefe 
animals contraéted, and appeared to receive fhocks; at firft he con- 
ceived the movements were owing to changes in the atmofphere, 
but a more {crupulous examination’ undeceived him. Having 
Placed a prepared frog upon an iron plate in his room, and happen- 
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ing with his difleéting forceps to prefs it againft'the plate, he of 
{erved the movements to take place. This experiment fucceeded 
with all the metallic bodies, but more particularly well with filver; 
non-conduéting fubftances were not proper for it. From this period, 
our author began to fufpect the animal poffeffed an electricity of its 
own, and jn this fufpicion he was farther confirmed by the follow- 
ing circumftance :—he held a prepared frog by a hook with one 
hand, fo as to let its feet reft.upon the bottom of a {mall filver cup, 
which he happened unintentionally to ftrike with the other ;. at the 
inftant, the bedy of the animal fell into violent convulfions, If one 
perfon held the prepared frog, and another touched the cup, no 
movements were excited. ‘The profeflor bsing now aware of the 
_neceffity of a communication, undertook a feries of experiments for 
the farther inveftigation of this fubject. He firft placed a prepared 
frog upon a non-conducting furface, and brought one end ofa 
conductor in contact with the hook which fecured the animal, and 
with the other touched its feet, on which the contmadtions took 

place. When the conducting arch was interrupted by a non-con- 
ducting fubftance, the frog remained motionlefs,’ 





Fhe Hiffory, Civil and Commercial, of the Britif Colonies in 
the Weft Indies. (Continued from Vol. LX. p: 445.) 


WE have already hinted that our author, in drawing up this 

hiftory, has avoided, as much as poflible, unneceflary re- 
petitions of fuch details as are to be found in other and more 
eoramon works. ‘Fhe remainder of vol. I. therefore, is lefs 
to be noticed for the information it contains, than for its-con- 
taining a fuceinct account of the f{maller iflands. 

-Book II, commence’ with a fhort review of the hiftory of 
Barbadoes,. in which the author explains by what fteps, and, 
we muit add, unjuftifiable means, it became, from:a proprie- 
. tary, a royal government. He attributes much of the decline 
of the population, agriculture, and: wealth of this ifland, to 
the impofition of a revenue of 44 per-cent. to be paid in fpe- 
cie, on all dead commodities, the growth of the ifland, thip- 
ped to any part of the world. The following exsract prefents 
us with the comparative ftate of its affairs: 


‘ That the foil of this ifland is, to a great degree, naturally fer- 
tile, we muft neceffarily admit, if we give credit to the accoumls 
which are tranfinitted down to us, of its ancient population. and 
aoulence. We are affured that, about the year 1670, Barbadocy 
could boaft of fifty thoufand white, and’ upwards of one hundred 
thoufand black inhabitants, whofe labours, itis faid, gave. ot 
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ment to fixty thoufand tons. of fhipping*. I fufpect that-this ac- 
count is much exaggerated. It cannot however be doubted, that 
the inhabitants of this ifland have decreafed with a rapidity feldom 
known in any other country. I have now before me authentic re- 
turns of the number of its whites in 1724, and of its negroes in 
1763: the former.confifted of no more than eighteen thoufand two 
hundred and ninety-five, the latter of fixty-nine thoufand eight hun- 
dred and feventy. In 1786 the numbers were fixteen thoufand one 
hundred and fixty-feven whites, eight hundred and thirty-eight free 
people of colour, and fixty-two thoufand one hundred and fifteen 
negroes. é 

‘It appears too that the annual produce of this ifland (particular- 
ly fugar) has decreafed in a much greater proportion than in any 
other of the Weft India colonies. Poftlethwayte ftates the crop of 
fugar, in 1736, at 22,769 hogfheads of 13 cwt. which is equal to 
19,800 of 15 cwt.; and thé author of the European Settlements, 
publifhed in 1761, calculates the average crop at 25,000 hogfheads. 
As the author firft quoted gives a precife number, it is probable 
his ftatement was grounded on good authority. If fo, the ifland has 
fallen off nearly one half in the annual growth of its principal {taple. 
On an everage of eight years (from 1740 to 1748) the exports were 
13,948 hogfheads of fugar, of 15 cwt, 12,884 puncheons of rum of 
100 gallons, 60 hogfheads of melafies, 4,667 bags of ginger, 600 
bags of cotton, and 327 gourds of aloes. The exports, on an ave- 
rage of 1784, 1785, and 1786, had fallen to 9,554 hogtheads of 
fugar, 5,448 puncheons of rum, 6,320 bags of ginger, 8,331 bags 
of cotton; exclufive of fome finaller articies, as aloes, {fweatmeats, 
&c. of which the quantities are not afcertained.’ 





** The earlief planters of Rarhadoes were fometimes reproached with the 
guilt of forcing or decoying into flawery the Iidians of the neighbouring con- 
tinent. The Hiftory of Inkle and Yarico, which the Spe@ator has recordéd for 
the deteftation «f mankind, took its rife in this fland; but happily this 
{pecies of flavery has been long fince abolifked : and perhaps {uch of my readers 
as have fympathized with the unf.rtunate Yarico, may not be forry to hear 
that the bore her misfortunes with greater philufophy than they have hitherte 
fancied. The ftory was firit related by Ligon, who (after praifing poor Yari- 
co's excellent complexion, w ich, he fays, was a bright bay,’’ and her fmall 
breafts “ with nipples of perphyrie’) obferves, that “ fhe chanc't afterwards 
to be with child by a Chrift:an fervant, and being very great, walked down to 
@woode, ‘n which was a pond of water, and there, by the fide of the pond, 
breught herfelfe a-bed, and in three hours came home with the childe ia her 
arms, a lufty boy, frolicke and lively.”” The crime of Inkle the merchant, 

owever, admits of no palliation; bot it is ridicuigus enough to hear Abbe 
Raynal (willing to improve upon Addifon) afcribe to it an intended revolt of 
all the Negrocs in Barbadtes, who, as he afferts, moved bv indignation at 
Jakl:'s monftrucus. crueley vowed with one accord the deftruction of all the 
Wh te’s; hut their plot was difcovered the night before it was to have been c.r- 
fied into effe&. The Hiftoire Philofophique has a thoufand beauties; but it 
Brieves me to fay, that, in point of hifterical accuracy, it isMearly on a level 

with the Hiftory of Rebinien Crufoe,’ | 
T 3 Mr. 
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_Mr. Edwards afterwards makes allowance for the mifchief 
done by the dreadful hurricanes with which Barbadoes has - 
been vifired, but is clearly of opinion that no encouragement 
bids fair to reftore the ifland to its ancient fplendor and opu- 
lence, unlefs the 44 per cent. duty on their exported produce. 
be removed. : | 

GRENADA. In the hiftory of this ifland, our author dif- 
cufles, upon ftrong conftitutional ground, the power of the 
royal prerogative, as it-was attempted to be exerted in 1764, 
in the cafe of the revenue of 44 per cent. At that time, this 
revenue was ordered, by virtue of the prerogative, to be im- 
pofed on Grenada, an ifland conquered from the French. | 
After much difpute, the matter was tried in the court of 
King’s Bench,-and lord Mansfield decided the caufe again/ft the 
crown. As, however, his lordfhip advanced fome doétrines 
of a dangerous tendency to fuch pofleflions as may hereafter 
become ours by the ftate of war, Mr. Edwards has entered 
into an examination of them, for which we muft refer the 
reader to the work itfelf. | 

In the civil hiftory of this and the other iflands which con- 
ftitute the Leeward Ifland government, there is confefledly 
but little novelty, as our author had not much perfonal know- 
ledge of them. He therefore offers fome remarks on certain 
circumftances refpecting them collectively, which are deferv- 
ing of attention. The firft of thefe is, that the 43 per cent. 
revenue on their exported produce, though granted by their 
own affemblies, was the price of a conftitutional legiilature, 
and of a communication of the common privileges of Britih 


fubjects. . 


‘It would without doubt be fatisfaétory to the reader to be fur- 
nifhed with an account of the net produce of this duty, and the par- 
ticulars of its difpofal; but no fuch information, to my knowledge, 
has of late years been given to the public. The laft return that I 
am poffeffed of, is dated fo long ago as the year 1735. From thence 
it appears, that the whole money collected on account of this duty, 
both in Barbadoes and the Leeward Iflands, in twenty-one years; 
(from Chriftmas 1713 to Chriftmas 1734) amounted to 326,529]. 
2s. 3d2. fterling, of which it is fhameful to relate that no more than 
140,032]. 13s. §d}. was paid into the Britifh Exchequer; upwards 
of 80,0001. having been retained in the iflands for the charges of 
colleéting, and 105,000l. more, expended in Great Britain in the 
payment of freight, duties, commiflions, fees of office, and other 
claims and deductions. : 

‘ From the net money paid into the Exchequer on account of 
this duty, the governor-general of thefe iflands receives.a falary of 


3,200. fterling (exclufive of the {everal fums granted him by the 
colonial 
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golonial affemblies, and I believe that falaries are allowed from the 
fame fund to the lieutenant-general, and the feveral licutenant-go- 
vernors. I have been informed too, that the governors of the Ba- 
hama and Bermudas iflands are likewife paid out of this duty. The » 
balance which remains, after thefe and fome other deductions are 
made, is wholly at the king’s difpofal.’ 


As almoft all thefe iflands have been for many years patt 
progreflively on the decline, Mr. Edwards fuppofes that the 
prefent net produce of the 44 per cent. is not more than fuffi- 
cient to defray the feveral incumbrances with which it is load- 
ed. The import of fugar into Great Britain from all the Bri- 
tifh Weft Indies (Jamaica excepted) has decreafed, in the 
courfe of twenty years, from 3,762,804 cwt. to 2,563,228 
cwt. The difference in value, nearly 400,000. falls chiefly 
on thofe iflands which are fubjeét to the 44 per cent. duty. 
From thefe faéts Mr. Edwards argues in favour of its repeal. 

Vol. II. In the firft chapter of Book IV. we have a fumma- 
ry account of the inhabitants of the feveral iflands; their 
clafles; predominant character of the European refidents, 
Creoles or natives, &c. &c. The population in the Britith 
Weft India iflands amounts at prefent to 65,305 whites, and 
455,684 biacks. In this are not included about 20,000 perfons 
of mixed blood ar.d native blacks, of free condition. Nor are 
emigrants from North America, and a confiderable body of 
Jews, taken into this account. Mr. Edwards characterifes 
the white inhabitants in this manner: 


‘ Although i. is in the higheft degree rid culous to imagine that a 
yoyage acrofs the Atlantic creates anyfudden or radical change ia 
the human mind, yet, notwithftanding what has been juft obferved 
concerning loca} manners and habits in the different clafles of Euro- 
pean fettlers, it cannot be denied that there prevails befides, fome- 
thing of a marked and predominant character common to all the 
White refidents, _ 

* Of this charaéter it appears to me that the leading feature is an 
independent fpirit, and a difplay of confcious equality, throughout 
all ranks and conditions. The pooreft White perfon feems to con- 
fider himfelf nearly on a level with the richeft, and, emboldened by 
this idea, approaches his employer with extended hand, and a free- 
dom, which, in the countries of Europe, is feldom difplayed by 
men in the lower orders of life towards their fuperiors. It is not dif- 
ficult to trace the origin of this principle. It arifes, without doubt, 
from the pre-eminence and diftinétion which are neceflarily attached 
even to the complexion 6f a White Man, in a country where the 
Complexion, generally fpeaking, diftinguifhes freedom from flavery. 
Of the two great claffes of people in moft of thefe colonies, the Blacks 
gutnumber the Whites in the proportion of feven to one. As a fenfe 
T 4 . of 
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of common fafety therefore unites the latter in clofer ties than are ne, 
éeflary among men who are differently fituated, fo the fame circum; 
ftance necelarily gives birthamong them to reciprocal dependence and 
refpeét. Other caufes contribute to the fame end. “ Where 

(fays a great writer) is eftablifhed in any part of the world, thofe who 
are free, are by far the moft proud and jealous of their freedom. 
Freedom is to them not only an enjoyment, but a kind of rank and 
privilege. Not feeing there, that freedom, as in countries whereit 
is a common bleffing, may be united with much abject toil, with 
great mifery, with all the exterior of fervitude, liberty looks among 
them like fomething that is more noble and liberal. Thus the peo- 

ile of the Southern Colonies (of America) are much more ftrongly, 
and with a higher and more ftubborn {pirit, attached to liberty, than 
thofe to the northward. Such were all the ancient commonwealths; 
fuch were our Gothic anceftors; fuch in qur days are the Poles; 
and fuch will be all mafters of flaves, who are not flaves them. 
felves,”” ; »* 4A a 

© Poffibly too, the climate itfelf, by increafing fenfibility, con- 
tributes to create an impatience of fubordination. But, whatever 
may be the caufe of this confcioufnefs of felf-importance in the 
Weft Indian character, the confequences refulting from it are, on 
the whole, beneficial. If it fometimes produces an oftentatious pride, 
and a ridiculous affectation of {plendour, it more frequently awakens 
the laudable propenfities of our nature—franknefs, fociability, be, 
nevolence, and generofity. In no part of the globe is the virtue of 
hofpitality more generally prevalent, than in the Britifh Sugar Iflands. 
The gates of the planter are always open to the reception of his 
guefts. To be a ftranger is of itfelf a fufficient introduétion. This 
{pecies of hofpitality is indeed carried fo far, that,*2s Mr. Long has 
remarked, there is nat one tolerable inn throughout all the Weft 
Indies. 

‘ To the fame caufe may perhaps be afcribed, on the other hand, 
that eagernefs for litigation and juridical controverfy, which fo re- 
markably predominates in moft of thefe iflands. From this unfor- 
tunate paflion, ruinous as it frequently proves to individuals, this 
advantage however refults tothe community at large ; that the lower 
orders of men, from their frequent attendance on the courts of law, 
acquiré a degree of knowledge, and a clearnefs and precifion of rea- 
foning, which are not generally to be found in men of the fame rank 
in England. Thus the petty juries in the Weft Indies are common- 
ly far more intelligent and refpeétable than thofe in Great Britain, 
Every candid perfon, who has attended the courts of criminal jurif- 
diétion in both countries, muft confirm this obfervation.’ | 


Without prefuming to differ from our author on a fubje 
with which he muft be better acquainted, we fhall only exprefs 
a with that we had read fuch a charaéter of a people lefs fa 
miliar with all the arts of creating and prolonging flavery ™ 

. “ : a Rad as its 
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tts moft hideous fhape; and after reading it, we know not 
: why, in a fubfequent fhort note from Ramfay, we fhould be 
ANG told, ‘ that the adventurers from Europe are univerfally more 





ry cruel and morofe towards the flaves than the Creoles, or na<" 
‘ho tive Weft Indians.-—Mr. Edwards’ charaéter of the Creoles 
Pm, is very pleafing, and coincides with various accounts which 
Ane we have received. ‘The following paflage refpe€ting the peo- 
ert ple of colour, or mixéd blood, will no doubt be read with the 
| abhorrence it is judicioufly calculated to produce: . 
- ‘ The accufation moft generally brought againft the free people 
ly, of Colour, is the incontinency of their women; of whom, fuch as 


are young, and have tolerable perfons, are univerfally maintained 


“8 by White men of all ranks and conditions, as kept miftreffes.. The 
$3 faét is too notorious to be concealed or controverted; and I truft I 
a have too great an efteem for my fair readers, and too high a re{pect 

for myfelf, to itand forth the advocate of licentioufnefs and debau- 
. chery. Undoubtedly, the conduct of many of the Whites in this 
et refpect, is a violation of ‘all decency and decorum; and an jnfult 
he and injury to fociety. Let it not offend any modeft ear, however, 
ij if I add my opinion, that the unhappy females here {poken of, are 
¢, much lefs deferving reproach and reprehenfion than their keepers. 
ij I fay this, from confidering their education and condition in life; 
Mi for fuch are the unfortunate circumftances of their birth, that not. 
if one in fifty of them is taught to write or read. . Profitable inftruc- 
, tion therefore, from thofe who are capable of giving it, is withheld 
. from them ; and unhappily, the young men of their own complexion, 
: are in too low a ftate of degradation to think of matrimony. On 
: the other hand, no White man of decent. appearance, unlefs urged 
; by the temptation of a confiderable fortune, will condefcend to give 


his hand in marriage toa Mulatto! The very idea is fhocking. 
Thus, excluded as they are from all hope of ever arriving to the bo- 
nour and happinefs of wedlock, infenfible of its beauty and fanéti- 
ty; ignorant of all Chriftian and moral obligations; threatened by 
poverty, urged by their paffions, and encouraged by example; upon 
what principle can we expect thefe ill-fated women to act otherwife 
than they do?’ 


In the three fubfequent chapters, our author enters at great 
length into the origin and progrefs of the flave-trade, with a 
view to obviate fome of the objections which have been made 
to it, and'to demonftrate the impolicy of a total, or even a 
partial abolition. He obferves, with juft feeling, that he comes 
now to the contemplation of human nature in its moft debafed 
and abjeé& ftate, to the fad profpe&t of 450,000 reafonable 
beings, in the Englith iflands only, ina ftate of barbarity and 
flavery, of whom great numbers have been torn from their.na~ 
tive country and deareft connexions, by means which no ar 

: min 
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mind can reflect upon but with fentiments of difguft, come 
mifération, and forrow. In thefe chapters, Mr. Edwards 
gives an account of the origin and prefent ftate of the flave. 
trade, between the nations of Africa, and fuch of the ftates 
of Europe as are concerned in it; he then offers fome thoughts 
on the negro character and difpofition; and, laftly, treats of 
the means by which flaves are procured in Africa; the mode 
of conveying them to the Weft Indies; and their general 
treatment and fituation when fold to the planters there. This 
arrangement affords him opportunities of interfperfing fuch 
reflections as occurred to his mind on the feveral petitions de- 
pending in parliament, for a total abolition of the flave-trade, 
all or the greateft part of which are grounded on abufes 
charged to exift under thefe feveral heads. 

In difcufling thefe fubjects at very confiderable length, Mr. 
Edwards has collected into one view, the principal arguments 
for and againft the trade, and, although from the multiplicity 
of publications on this difpute which have come under our ia- 
fpection, we are not peculiarly ftruck with the novelty of his 
arguments, or of many of his facts, yet we muft confefs that 
in point of candour, clearnefs of conception, and logical ar- 
rangement of ideas, heranks pre-eminently above mott who have 
written on the fubject. So very forcibly, indeed, have we 
been impreffed with the impartiality of his manner of treating 
the above heads, that we at firft were a/mo/? per/uaded to be 
entirely of his opinion, and to difmifs this part of his work 
with a general approbation ; but the fame regard to truth and 
candour which he every where difplays, induces us to makea 
few remarks on the leading points of his argument. | 

He is of opinion, from various authorities, that the condi- 
tion of the moft favoured African flaves in their own country, 
is worfe than that which they enjoy in the Weft Indies; and 
that a total abolition of the flave-trade on the part of Great 
Britain, would create an excefs of 38,000 poor wretches 
thrown upon the market, the beft of which would be picked 
out by the French, Dutch, or fome other European traders, 
and the remainder put to death as unfaleable. He objects, 
likewife, to a partial abolition from the prefent circumftanceg 
of the-fugar eftates, which are, in general, very much un- 
derftocked, and f{carcely one of them pofiefles.a fuficient nume 
ber of negro women in proportion to the men, from their ex; 
traordinary attachment to polygamy, ‘or to promifcuous con- 
nexions. With refpeét to the manner in which the flaves are 
treated on board the fhips from Africa, he thinks it is not fo 
cruci as has been reprefented; but this, although much agi- 


tated by the friends and enemies of the flave-trade, we as 
. | ut 
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but confider as a fecondary queftion, and quite foreign to the 
rincipal one, which refpeéts the juftice of the trade itfelf. 
i the trade be unjuft and inhuman zw inceptu, it is a matter 
of little moment to the main and leading queftion, whether the 
flaves be tranfported on hard boards, or on beds of down.— 
Their treatment when in the Weft Indies, he reprefents inalight, 
at leatt, fully as favourable as the keeneft advocates for the trade 
can with. One paragraph on this fubject we fhall tranfcribe : 


‘ That the narratives therefore of exceflive whippings, and bar- 
- barous mutilations, which have lately awakened the fympathy of the 
public, are a// of them “ abfolutely falfe ;’—though it has been af- 
$ ferted by others, fhall not be afferted by me. If they-have happen- 
| ed but /eldom, they have happened too often. ‘The difference be- 
: tween me, and thofe who, on this ground, continue to urge the ne- 
ceflity of an immediate and total fuppreilion of the flave-trade, is 
this: they aflert that it is not unfrequent, but common, the occurrence 
of every hour, to behold the miferable Negroes fall victims to a fe- 
ries of cruelties, of which no other age or’ country affords an ex- 
ample; and they maintain that the planters, ix genera/, are guilty 
of thefe cruelties, without commiferation or remorfe. I, on the 
other hand, aver that, although fuch enormities have certainly fome- 
times happened, and may happen again, yet that the general treat- 
ment of the Negroes in the Britifh Weft Indies is mild, temperate, 
and indulgent ; that inftances of cruelty are/not only rare, but al- 
Ways univerfally reprobated when difcovered ; and, when fufceptible 

of legal proof, feverely punifhed.,’ 


Such are the brief outlines of the mode of defence which 
our author fets up, in regard to the three grand contefted 
points—viz. The manner of procuring flaves—of tranfporting 
them from Africa, and of treating them in the Welt Indies. 
It is obvious, however, that if we were difpofed to concede 
all this, to allow that the fituation of the flave, for inftance, 
in his own country is bad, and in the Weft Indies is better, 
we muft ftill inquire. whether the combined force of our au- 
thor’s arguments affeéts the principle of the trade; in other 
words, are we convinced, from his ftate of the cafe, that we 
are authorized by the laws of Godand humanity forcib/yto remove 
our fellow-creatures from one ftate of flavery into another, 
while the ‘only difference between the miferies is in degree ? 

As Mr. Edwards has taken no notice of the difpute with a 
view to refolve this queftion, (for it is faying nothing, to fay 
that flavery has exifted from the eatlieft ages of the world) the 
only coneeffion we can make in favour of his argument is, that 
their foundation is in policy; a plea which, in worfe hands, has 
been brought to vindicate every crime committed by nations 
or individuals. But, fetting afide the principle of the trade, 

: fince 
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fince he has not adverted to it, we may remark that all which 
he has afferted muft not be taken for granted. He fays that 
the majority of the negroes purchafed in Africa, either were 
flaves there, or were taken in: battle, or fold for their crimes: 
and the friends to the abolition fay, that many of them ire 
trepanned for the purpofe of being fold, which Mr. Edwards 
does not feem difpofed te deny. Now, it isa matter of no 
confequence which of thefe aflertions be the true one, becaufe 
it is certain, that the European trader never afks a queftion 
about the matter. It is fuficient for him that the flaves are 
healthy and well conditioned, and he makes his bargain ac. 
cordingly: Neither he, nor the planter who takes the 

off his hands, ever confider how they came tothe market: It 
may have been found that certain negroes were free men in 
their own country, and were trepanned for the European tra 
der, but we hear of no fuch captive being returned to his 
own country, or admitted to freedom in the Weft Indies, 
Farther, according to this author’s hiftory of the origin of the 
flave-trade, it appears to have arifen from the {malleft begin, 
ning, and that the market has been fince regularly fupplied, or 
with few exceptions, in proportion to the demand of the Weft 
India Hands. This demand is confefledly increafed and is ins 
creafing, for Great Britain only exports from Africa thirty. 
eight thoufand annually. If this demand, efpecially when we 
add to it the demand of other European nations, amounting 
to 74,000 flaves in all, does not tend to encourage war, flave- 
ry and fraud in Africa, we muft fuppofe that the confamp+ 


tion of tea in Europe did not encourage the growth of it in 


China, or, that if all men were to difcontinue the ufe of bread, 
corn would continue to be fown in the fame quantity. 

With regard to what our author has advanced on the abfur- 
dity of emancipating the flaves, on the many unfair tricks 
which have been practiled in this country to bring into abhor- 
rence the general character of the planters, and to exaggerate 
every individual inftance of cruelty into an univerfal practice, 
we ‘thal not at prefent difpute with him. «The objeétions to the 
flave-trade are too well grounded to require any fupport from 
trick or mifreprefentation ; non tali auxilio, nec dzfenforibus iftts 
While the matter refts undecided by parliament, it affords 
much fatisfaction to learn that the fituation of the flaves in the 
Weft Indies has been confiderably meliorated. We cannot, at 
the fame time, help remarking, that the character of the ne- 
groes which Mr. Edwards gives (from accurate, perfonal ob- 
nea ate which is undoubtedly bad, and which he attributes 


to their living in a ftate of flavery, affords an argument againtt 
the principle of the trade, fo very convincing, that we think 
proper to mention it, to the honour of his candour. A lefs im- 

ae partial 
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partial writer would have fuppreffed a conceffion which makes 

fo ftrongly againft a Briton retaining his fellow creatures in a 

ftuation the moft repugnant to the common progrefs of the . 

human faculties, and the moft conducive to debafement of head 
d heart. 

We fhall conclude our review of this part of the work, with 

the following ftriking remarks : 


¢ Among the great variety of fchemes which have been offered 
for further meliorating the condition of the flaves, the moft obvious 
fee to be thefe: firft, to render their labour certain and determi- 
nate: in other words, to apportion to each Negro a fpecific quamti- 
ty of work to be performed in a given time; allowing to fuch of 
them as fhall have finifhed their tafk within the time limited, thereft 
of the day to themfelves, and pay them wages for extra labour. This 
is not always practicable; but when it is, I am inclined to think fa- 
vourably of the fcheme, becaufe it feems calculated to awaken a {pi- 


rit of emulation and induftry, which the dread of punifhment can 


never produce. At the fame time, it will be neceflary to fecure to 
the Negroes by law, the little property or peculium which their own 
induftry may thus acquire-—A fecond propofal is, to make them ar- 
biters on the conduct of each other, by inftituting a fort of juries 
among them for the trial of petty offences. It is conceived that fuch 
ameafure will give them right notions of diftributive juftice, and 
operate powerfully towards their civilifation and improvement; amd 
Ihave heard of two inftances in Jamaica, in which it has been tried 
with fuccefs; but.it is evidently a regulation that muft be governed 
by circurnftances, and left principally to the prudence and difcretion 
of the owner: an attempt to eftablifh and enforce it by law, in their 
prefent notions of right and wrong, would, I fear, create inextri- 
cable confufion. <A third meafure has been recommended, of lefs 
doubtful efficacy. It is, to render the Sabbath, what it ought to be, 
a day of reft and religious improvement; to which end, the markets 
on Sundays ought to be fuppreffed. They are a difgrace toa Chrif- 
tian country; and, if a market is found abfolutely neceflary to en- 
courage the Negroes in labouring for themfelves, fome other day, 
once a fortnight, may be appropriated for that purpofe. In the mean 
time, inftead of abolifhing the flave-trade by act of parliament, fur- 
ther encouragement fhould be given to the importation of a greater 
proportion of African women, until the fexes are become nearly 
equal; after which it is probable that, under the prefent humane 
and improved fyftem of laws and manners, their numbers may be 
kept up by natural increafe. If this good confequence fhall hapy i- 
ty bé produced, it cannot be doubted that the flave-trade will of it- 
iclf gradually diminifh, and perhaps in a few years ceafe altogether, 
and expire without a ftruggle. 

* But thefe, and all other regulations which can be devifed for 
the 
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the protection and improvement of this unfortunate clafs of 
will be of little avail, untlefs, as a preliminary meafure, they thall 
be exempted from the cruel hardfhip, to which they are now fre. 
quently liable, of being fold by creditors, and made fubjeét, in 
courfe of adminiftration by executors, to the payment of all debts 
both of fimple contraét and fpecialty. This grievance, fo remorfe. 
lefs and tyrannical in its principle, and fo dreadful in its*effeds, 
though not originally created, is now upheld and confirmed by a 
Britifh a&.of parliament ; and no lefs authority is competent to re. 
drefs it. It was an act procured by, and pafled for the benefit of 
Britifh creditors; and I blufh to add, that its motive and origin have 
fanctified the meafure, even in the opinion of men who are among 
the loudeft of the declaimers again{t flavery and the flave-trade, 
Thus the odious feverity of the Roman law, which declared fentient 
beings to be inter res, is revived and perpetuated in a country that 
pretends to Chriftianity! Ina few years a good Negro gets com- 
fortably eftablifhed, has built himfelf a houfe, obtained a wife, and 
begins to fee a young family rifing about him. His provifion- 
ground, the creation of his own indufiry, and the ftaff of his exift- 
ence, affords him not only fupport, but the means alfo of adding 
fomething to the mere neceflaries of life. In this fituation,! he is 
-feized on by the fheriff’s officer, forcibly feparated. from his wife 
and children, dragged to public auction, purchafed by a ftranger, 
and perhaps fent to terminate his miferable exiftence in the mines 
of Mexico, excluded for ever from the light of heaven; and all this 
without any crime or demerit on his part, real or pretended. Heis 
punifhed becaufe his mafter is unfortunate. I do’ not believe that 
any cafe of force or fraud in Africa can be productive of greater mi- 
fery than this! Neither can it be urged, that, ‘like forme’ unautho- 
rized cafes of cruelty in the Weft Indies, it occurs but feldom: un- 
happily, it occurs every day, and, under the prefent fyftem, will 
continue to occur, fo long as men fhall continue to be. unfortu- 
nate. 
_ © Let this ftatute then be totally repealed. It is injurious to the 
_ national character; it is difgraceful to humanity. Let the Negroes 
be attached to the land, and fold with it. The good effec of a fi- 
m lar regulation in the fyftem of ancient villenage has been pointed 
_ out and illuftrated by a great many writers; and thofe perfons who 
now oppofe an extenfion of the fame benefit to the Negroes in the 
Wett Indies, would do well to refleét, that, while they arraign the 
condu: of the refident planters towards their flaves, they are them- 
feives abettors and fupporters of the greateft of all the grievances 
under which thofe unfortunate people continue to fuffer.’ 
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A Sermon preached before the Honourable Houfe of Commons, at 
the Church of St.. Margaret, Wefiminfler, on Friday, April 
19, 1793: demg the Day appointed by his Majefty’s reyal 
- Proclamation, to be obferved as a Day of folemn Fafiing and 
Humiliation. By George [aac Huntingford, $8. T. P. War- 
den-of St. Mary's College, Winchefter.. 4to. 18. Walter. 


1793- 

N this very excellent Sermon, Dr. Huntingford hath incon- 

teftibly fhewn that religion is thé only fource of happinefs to 
man, whether confidered as an individual or as a member of 
fociety ; and that independent of religion any fyftem of civil 
polity muft prove inadequate to its aim, and even fubverfive 


of it. 


¢ If truft in Providence were wrefted from individuals, what con- 
folation would remain to affuage the forrows of life ? Who that con- 
ceived himfelf to be the fport of fortune, expofed to all the ills that . 
blind chance and undiftinguifhing fatality might bring upon him, 
who, under this perfuafion, could be either induftrious, or tranquil, or 
happy? The dread of what. might befall him in the next hour 
would difcourage him from all laudable exertion, would agitate his 
mind with reftlefs apprehenfions, would banifh from his foul all 
love of exiftence. Butreftore to him reliance on God’s Providence, 
and you will give him a moft powerful incentive to good actions, a 
moft effectual foother of turbid fenfations, a perpetual fource of fub- 
ftantial comfort. 
‘ If from fociety could be eradicated the doctrine, that God, in 
the unlimited extent of his knowledge, muft perceive, and in the 
impartial execution of his juftice will reward or punith human ac- 
tions ; if all ideas of a moral governor regarding man’s conduét.could 
be extirpated from confcience, what principle would remain fuf- 
ficiently efficacious and general in its influence, for the controul of 
paflions, and guidance of morals, in the bulk of mankind? Fear of 
the magiftrate would prevail fo far only, as the knowledge of the 
magiftrate could detect, or his authority punifh outrageous offend- 
ers. But it is to be obferved, that thofe who are moft notorious in 
violating the law, are not always the moft dangerous enemies to man- 
Kind, nor are they the only perfons from whom civil fociety has 
caufe to apprehend the deepeft injury. Crimes, which the law has 
defined to be punifhable, do fo okvioufly lead to fatal confequences, 
that the moft abandoned will feldom perpetrate them without fome 
Precautions to efcape public notice ; and againft offenders daringly 
criminal, it is the intereft of all honeft citizens-to be on their guard. 
But there may be, there are, many kinds of villany, which fear not 
to walk in noon-day, which however no law of man can bring to 
condign:punifhment, becaufe their effence confifts in artful evafion 
of 
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of law, and their depravity arifes from a vile perverfion of that free 
dom on which the law does not prefume to inftinge. The propa. 
gator of falfehood, the feducer of innocence, the fraudulent dealer 
the treacherous deceiver, the grinding oppreffor, the poifoner of 
virtuous principles, the thanklefs, the ungrateful, the vengeful; the 
obdurate ; all thefe, though they may carry on their practices {6 cay. 
tioufly as to be out of the reach of condign punifhment, a¢cofdin 
to the exprefs letter of the law, are neverthelefs foes to civil fociety, 
more to be dreaded, becaufe more fubtilely baneful tothe very ends 
for which fociety is formed, than the majority of malefactors who 
are punifhed for tranfgreilion of the law. Yet againft men of this 
defcription no remedy can be provided, nor for the black cri 
which they: commit, will punifhment be neceffarily apprehended, 
if-we difcourage the belief of retribution in a future ftate from the 
fearcher of hearts and the witnef: of all mifdeeds. 

* The love of our fpecies, the love of our country, the beauty of 
virtue, the intrinfic excellence of rectitude, have been propofed by 
fpeculative men as principles of moral aétion: and it muft be cons 
feffed, that to ingenuous minds they appear principles moft amiablé 
and exalted; nor are they altogether without forcible effect on thofe, 
‘who have been nurtured in the beit {chool of philofophy. Yet even 
the difciples of thefe principles Cannot always be impelled to’ virtuous 
aétion by the fingle energy of an abftraét truth: they too, like 
others who partake of human nature, are encountered by tempta: 
tions of -paffion and intereft, and require, as an additional excite: 
ment to refiftance, the recollection that God moft holy is the fpecs 
tator of their conduét.. ‘But whatever influence fuch refined princi- 
ples might have on the few, who have devoted themfelves to the 
ftudy of moral fcience, yet how inconfiderable is the number. of 
fuch men in comparifon with the millions who have neither timé 
nor talents to fpeculate? To exhort them to virtue for virtue’s 
fake, would be uttering a jargon of words wholly unintelligible, an 
attempt utterly fruitlefs. A more diftin@, fhort, impulfive princi 
ple muft be applied as the rule for millions; theré is a God that 
knows and fees all things; he will reward good men with eternal 
happinefs, he will punifh bad men with eternal mifery ! This axiom 
the moft illiterate can underftand, and the moft learned cannot dif 

rove. : 

: ‘ But if neither fear of the magiftrate, nor abftraét reafoning cam 
be productive of general virtue, or at leaft can be a reftraint on the 
tendency to vice, ina degree requifite for the fecuxity, the comfort, 
the credit of civil fociety, we aét wifely, and for the meft important 
interefts of mankind, by maintaining and enforcing the only prin: 
ciple which can enfure the fafety, the felicity, the glory of civilized 
man. That ptinciple is, the firm belief that a God moft holy, moft 
juft, meft righteous, beholds men as his rational children ; that he 
‘loves every one who promotes goodnefs, but difapproves of every 

one 
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ane who practifes Vice; afd that in afl periods of our exiftence, 
both prefent and future, a curfe is annexed to fin, a blefling to 
virtue. He that has thoroughly imbibed this principle, and adopted 
as the leading rule by which to regulate his aCtions, will make it 
the firt and taf confideration of his thoaghts and wifhes, that he 

- may ever confcientioufly difcharge his duties to Ged and man! 
Thefe duties are infeparable: he that acknowledges and worthips 
God, if he would offer his prayers in an acceptable manner, mutft 
do good to his féllow-creatures, who aré God’s children: and he 
that confers benefits on his fellow-creatures, performs towards God 
a commendable fervice ; fincé he thereby imitates, in fome mea- 
fure, the moft adorable attribute of his Creator, unbounded be- 
nevolence. Thus clofely conneéted and intimately interwoven with 
each other, are faith in God and beneficence to man ; in every point 
of view they are kindred graces moft admirable and lovely : and he 
approves himfelf the true friend of human nature, who endeavours 
to recommend and eftablifa them, as the fureft guides to temporal 
and fpiritual_happinefs.’ 


The length of this extra& will need no apology. 
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Letters from a Father to his Son, on various Topics, relative te 
Literature and the Conduét of Life. Written in the Years 
1792 and 1793. By Ff. dikin, M.D. 8va f5:. Boards 
Johnfon. 1793. 


, (THERE is fcarcely any tafk which lays fociety under hightr 
: obligations, than that which has for its object the mental 
and moral improvement of the riling gerieration. In thefe 

Letters, which appear to have brought to a clofe the parental 

dutiés of the author towards his fon, we trace much of phi- 

lofophy and true tafte, and we are unio lefs inclined to expec 

good confequences from the example he himfeélf has fet to all 

parents, than from the wholéfome precepts he fo judicioufly 

inculcates. é 
In order that we may be enabled to gratify our readers with 

as long ‘an extract as poflible, we wil! concifely mention the 

be ag treated cf, Thefe are, Education, its Purpofes, Be- 
nefits of a copious and varied One, &¢.—Strength of Cha- 
ra€ter, the Natural and Moral Procefs of acquiring, and tlie 
Caufes which tend to impair it—Inordinate Attachment to the 
Literature of the Ancients—On the Purfuit of Improvement 
—On the Love of Applaufe, examplified in the Younger Pliny 
On Homer’s Story of Circe, its Fable’ and Moral. Purpofe 
—On Nature and Art, and the Love of Novelty—Oin gy 28 
dice, Bigotry, Candour, and Liberality—On, Religious So- 
cietices—On Reply in Controverfy—On Claffification in Na- 
C.R.N, Ar, (X.) March, 1794. U tural 
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tural Hiftory—On the Natural Hiftory, of Buffon; and his 
Principle of diminifhing the Number of Species, by fuppofing 
artificial Varieties—On. ornamental Gardening—On Pope’s 
E flay on Criticifm—On the Analogy between Mental and Bo 
dily Difeafes—On Spleen and low Spirits—On Confolation— 
On the Inequality of Conditions, its Neceffity and Confequen. 
ces, &c.—-On the Prevalence of Truth+-On fecond Thoy 
and middle Courfes — On the principal Faults of poetical 
Tranflation—On Ruins—Remarks on Dr. Johnfon’s Argu. 
ment in Favour of {peétral Appearances—On cheap Pleafures 
—On Attachment to Country—On Independence—On the 
Choice of a, Wife—and, laftly, a valedi€tory Epiftle, ftating 
the Author’s Defign in thefe Letters. | 


* You will perceive, fays he, that their topics, fo far ‘as’ they re- 
late to morals and the conduct of life, have been of a kind, fupple- 
mentary to thofe inftructions which you have received in a fyfte- 
matic way from books and lectures. Of fuch inftruétions it was 
the chief purpofe to eftablifh principles—a point of moft effentidl 
confequence, which I hope and believe has, been fufficiently féctired 
in your education. My view in writing was rather to place ina 
ftrong and familiar light fome fubordinate truths belonging to the 
experimental praétice of life, which, though not of the fundamental 
importance of the former, yet are of no {mall weight in promoting 
a man’s happinefs and utility. With refpect to the letters relative 
to points of tafte and literature, it has been their chief aim to ob- 
viate prejudices, and to.give that turn to your thoughts which 
tight enable you to judge and to enjoy for yourfelf, without firt 
appealing to the decifion of a dictator. For freedom of thinking is 
thé‘fame thing in matters of greater and of fmaller moment; and 
though IJ hold it of little confequence how a perfon is pleafed, pro- 
vided he be innocently fo, yet I would not wifh him, even in his 
pleafures, implicitly to follow the decrees of cuftom and authority, 
left it fhould induce a habit of the fame paflive compliance in affairs 
of capital importance. But I need fay no more concerning the 
drift of letters which, I fhould hope, fufficiently explain themfelves, 


and do not ill correfpondto my favourite motto, of “ free fentiments 
in fimple language.” 


Although there is undoubtedly room for a preference in 
forming an opinionof thefe Letters, yet they may truly be faid 
to -poffefs, throughout, a great degree of excellence and novelty: 
‘To extend our remarks to them feverally, therefore, wou 
much exceed our cuftomary limits, which, at moft, will only 
allow of our fele€ting the following portion of the Letter on 
kndependence * 8 


‘ One of the ptincipal purpefes I had in view when T gest 
t 
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gut to you the fources of theap pleafure, was to lay a foundation for 

your independence in life. This invaluable poffeffion, which fo 

many avow to be the great object of their lives, yet which fo few 

attain, is well worthy of being made the topic of a feparate letter. 

‘ Let us firft confider how far the idea of independence can be 
reafonably carried. It was, you know, the boaft of ancient phi- 
lofophy, that by following its precepts, men might attaina feli- 
city over which nothing external had power ; and in the high-flown 











Bu EE language of Stoicifm, the truly wife man was reprefented as equally 
a fyficient for his own happinefs with the Gods themfelves. If this 
th , afertion, when accurately examined, had lefs of impiety than at 


"e firkt fight appears, (fince it was founded rather on the imagined ele- 
vation of the human mind to an unattainable degree of perfection, 


Te than on a debafement of the divine mind) it was, however, charge- 
ple. able with originating in falfe conceptions of the nature and condi- 
fte- tion of man. In faét, we are incapable, by our utmoft efforts, of 
yas raifing ourfelves above the influence of contingencies; and the moft 
tial eflential comforts of our exiftence will ever be greatly dependent on 
red things without ourfelves. After all the déductions that the moral 
la fatirift could make from our defires on account of their vanity, he 
he could not deny, that the “ found mind in a found body” was a fit 
al object of petition, fince we could not fecure it for ourfelves... It is 
ig further certain, that the focial and domeftic pleafures, thofe pureft 
re and moft fatisfa€tory of all delights, next to that of con{cious vir- 


‘ue, are all at the mercy of the perfons with whom we live. With 
how finall a fhare of bodily comforts life might fubfift, and ftill be 
worth poffefling, we have not been in the way of trying ; but ceri 
tainly we are not prepared to refign with indifference thofe we en- 
joy; and yet their continuance does not abfolutely depend upon our 
own efforts. Noman, therefore, ftrictly fpeaking, is independent. 
The author of our being has conneéted us by mutual wants to each 
other; and has given no one the power of faying, I will be happy 
in {pite of my fellow-creatures. Experience, however, .fhews, that 
fome men are in a high degree independent compared to others ; and 
from a fuperiority in this refpeét arife fome of the nobleft preroge- 
tives of the human charaéter. 

* That man may-be faid to enjoy independence relatively to other 
men, who wants nothing which they can withhold. . If either his 
utility to them is fuch as to command all the return from them that 
he withes, or if what they have to beftow is athing on which he fets 
no value, he is in every ufeful fenfe independent on them. And if 
this be his fituation with refpeét to the world in general, he is fo far 
independent on the world. Now, an independence of this kind has 
ineftimable advantages. It makes a man walk through life ereét and 
fearlefs, beftows on him all due liberty of {peaking and acting, levels 

fore him all the artificial diftinétions which keep one human 
being at a diftance from another, and by procuring hun his owmre- 

U 2 {pect, 


a a a ae 












276 Akin’s Letters. 


{pect, goes a great way in acquiring for him that of others, ovens, 
bles him to difpenfe with it. He who is independent cannot be 
greater. He looks down on the moft profperouis of thofe, who jy 
the purfuit of wealth and honour enflave themfelves to the will of 
another, and feels an internal dignity to which they can never a. 
rive. In order to induce him to aét in any particular manner, hy 
reafon muft be convinced, or his goodwill conciliated ; whereas the 
bare command of a fuperior is to them a fufficient motive. Tie 
imperious neceflities which conftrain them on every fide, have no 
force upon him. When Whifton, in the honeft franknefg of his 
heart, reproached fir Richard Steel with giving a vote in parliament 
contrary to his declared opinion, * Mr. Whifton, (faid fir Richard) 
you can walk on foot, but I cannot.” This was a fair confeflion 
of ipferiority ; and after it, if Steel riding im his chariot could for ay 
inftant’ fancy himfelf greater than Whifton on foot, he deferved to 
forfeit all title to a place among the liberal and enlightemed {pirits of 
his tinte. Whifton doubtlefs, knew how to eftimate him. * Poor 
man! (would he probably fay, on feeing him. drive by) how low 
have your wants reduced you !’” Horact has atoned for his adulation 
by the independent f{pirit which continually breaks forth in his works, 
and which led him, in one of his epiftles to Maecenas, vefy plainly 
to hint that he was ready to refign all he had conferred upon him, 


rather than give up his free-agency. ' 


¢ Hac ego fi compellar imagine, cun¢te refigno. 


¢. But I need not longer dwell upon the value of independence; 
let us proceed to enquire how it is to be obtained. 
‘In the firft place, it certainly is not the neceflary refult ofa 
man’s abfolute fituation in life. Raife his rank and fortune as high 
as you pleafe, if his ambition, avarice, or love of pleafure, mile 
beyond them, he becomes as dependent as the wretch who receives 
hisdaity bread at the will of amatter. Nay, fo much does the habit 
of looking for remote and elaborate fources of enjoyment gain upoD 
the difpofition, and furpaf: ail commoa means of gratification, tha 
the higheft ranks have -in almoft all countries been diftinguithed by 
their fuperior fetvility. In the moft brilliant periods of the French 
‘monarchy, there was not a perfon of quality whofe whole exiftence 
didnot depend upon the ned of the court; and though almoit u~ 
controuled lords of wide domains abounding with delights, a cold 
look at the levee froze every {pring of pleafure in.their fouls. That 
“a man was nothing in France but for the king, and by the king, 
(pour le roi, et par le roi) came to be the received maxim ; and 00 
emethods were thought too mea for the haughticft of mortals to em- 
ploy, in order to preferve their intereftat court, Very vain, there: 
fore, it is to propofe independence as the prize of a life fpent in the 
. faccefsful pratice of “ ftooping to rife.” The objeé is loft in the 
purluit, for its wwe fat is in the mind. . he 
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‘To be content with a little; ard to fecure that little by the 
exertions of ufeful induftry, is the only certain method of becoming 
a | independent. Both thefe points mutt concur; for neither can the 
play however few, be fupplied by ourfelves without in- 






vho . wants of life, ; : 
whe duftry; nor can this quality alone procure content. The Indian 
ed fkeer who fits allday with his arms indiffolubly knit, to receive the 


. food that devotees put into his mouth, is no more independent than 
ty hi the buftling mifer of Horace, who runs to the Indies through fear 
iy of the demon of poverty. ‘Thofe, however, who have made the 
, The cultivation of their minds the great object of life, have chiefly pur- 
the fued the plan of contra¢ting their defires, and forcing nature to be 
foment ftisfied with as few things as’poffible; for, confidering all the time 
chard) asloft which was {pent upon providing for bodily wants, they began 
fellion wit bringing thefe into the fimalleft compafs in their power. This 
oye was the difcipline of the moft celebrated among the ancient philo- 
7 fophers, of which your reading will fuggeft to you many remarka- 


“ie ble examples. Some were, no doubt, actuated by vanity in this 
te matter, and made an oftentatious difplay of their fuperiority to com- 
tas mon wants and defires; yet it cannot be denied, that the higheft 
bition chara¢ters of antiquity, men who not only harangued in the {chools, 
nh but ated upon the great theatre of the world, were much indebt- 
hin ed to habits cf abftinence and frugality for their greatnefs. Many 
i, of the moft illuftrious Greeks, and all the Romans of the firft ages, 
. were rendered fuperior to the alluremements of profperity and the 


threats of adverfity, by the poffefiion of an independence of mind 
founded on the abftemious virtues. | 

‘ The afcetics of the Chriftian church have perhaps carried this 
plan-farther than any of the heathen philofophers; and though the 
general principle of thefe mortifications has been abject fuperitition, 
yet they have enabled fome of the niore active among the monaftic - 
orders to overcome difficulties in the way of their religious zeal, 
which the moft ardent courage, not inured to fuch difcipline, must 
have fink under. Individuals in thefe focieties, confiding in their 
ability of fuftaining all the hardfhips that men anywhere fuftain, and 
of fubfifting upon as little as they any where fubfift upon, have pe- 
netrated in their miffions into regions inacceffible to other natives of 
acivilized country, and have ftruck even favages with admiration of 
their patience and temperance. Even in the midift of power and 
fplendour, fome. of them, like Ximeénes, have prattifed all the auf- 
tere regimen of the cloifter ; and thence have been capable of defy- 
ing'every thing that a change of fortune could inflict upon them. 
How many at this day are probably receiving the benefit of habits 
of enjoying life upon a little! Jt is unpleafant to refieét, that a clafs 
- men who have been able to. free themfelves to fuch a degree from 
ubjettion to corporeal demands, fhould yet fubmit without refiftance 
ae moft imperious defpotifin exercifed over their minds. 

- But it would be abfurd to propofe to one who is deftined to live 
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in cultivated fociety, and to form a part of it, an in 
founded on renunci:tion of the common comforts and pleafures 
life. Had you ftrength of mind to attain to this, I certainly thoy 
not with it for you, unlefs it were neceflary to enable you to accom. 
plith fome point of high utility to mankind—which, jin your 

is a very improbable fuppofition, But what I do with, is, that yoy 
may as much as pofhble become the matter of your own happinel 
that you may ever value that true dignity of character which cp, 
fifts in the free aflertion of principle, beyond all the petty objeasof 
gratification to which it is fo commonly facrificed—and that YOu may 
be content with fuch a fhare of the goods of fortune, as your indy 
try and ufefulnefs may fairly purchafé. I do not defire for you thy 
proud independence of {pirit which is difppfed to rejeé as an infu 
the kind offices of honourable friendfhip. You will, I truft, pof 
fefs qualifications which may entitle you to thefe, without incur 
a debt of gratitude beyond the power of equally honoarable fervicg 
to repay. And it has ever been my feritiment, that one who is 

to confer benefits on his inferiors in condition, needs not, nay hasno 
right, to fcruple accepting them from his fuperiors, 





We cannot farther gratify the with, which, no doubt, the 

tufal of this Letter muft have excited in our ‘readers, but 
mutt refer to the publication itfelf, which, we think, pofleled 
of every {pecies of excellence that can well belong to differta, 
tations on the, moft important fubjets of tafte and philofophy, 
{tripped of fchelaftic folemnity, and compofed in familia but 
chaite and correct epiltolary language. 





Man’s Beft Right; a folemn Appeal in the Name of Religim, 
By the Rev, R. Nares, 4. MM, 8vo. -1s, Stockdale, 


1793: 


N this Appeal we are told by the reverend appellant, thi 
‘ the only right which is ineflimable, that which is the fub- 
jet of this Effay; that which Chrift has purchafed, and lis 
Gofpel offers, will be deftroyed, in the firft place, by infifling 
on fuch claims as in themfelves are falfe; or, in the [econ 
by fuch blind purfuit of any, true or falfe, as violates the laws 
of everlafting juftice.” We heartily join iffue with him; 
the legitimate conclufion to be hence drawn, is, that whether 
the violation be on the fide of thofe to whofe hands pow 
‘hath been committed, or thofe who have ufurped the exerci 
of it, both parties deftroy this ineftimable right. According 
to this, Mr. Nares very properly ftates, that 
‘ The nobility of France had fome oppreffive privileges, which! 
wzs very juft and proper ta abolith. The people had a right be 
i¢leyed from fuch oppreilions, in the true fenfe of right, that 1s “ 
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Yay, it was right that they fhould have relief. But to become op- 
reffors on their part, they could not have a right ; —it could not 
be right that they fhould be fe.’ 


The excefles of anarchy in France, as here reprefented, are 
fuch as muft make every human heart recoil. ‘The author has, 
in reference to the perpetrators, made a new word, and re- 

fents them as demonized: indeed the utmoft powers of lan- 
guage has fcarcely force enough to deferibe their atrocity. Thefe 
are the prefent abufes, but the paft abufes of arbitrary power 
‘have been attended by circumftances equally horrible ; nor 
ought thefe to have been entirely fuppreffed. In the applica- 
tion of what has happened in France to this country, we ap- 
prehend that the true ground of inforcing fubmiffion to go- 
vernment, and efpecially under the houfe of Hanover, fprings 
from the falutary difcharge of the truft committed to the ie- 
vereigns of that family for.the good of their fubjects, contrait- 
ed with the oppreflien which in France juftified the right of 
refilance. ‘To that opprefhon, in the fit place, and the per- 
verting chriftianity into an inftrument for fupporting it; the 
fubftitution of the mummery of the Romifh ritual for religion, 
and the commutation of found morals by fuperftitious obferv- 
ances: thefe have been the true caufes to which the atheiftical 
exceles we fo lately have witneffed are all moft truly to be re- 
ferred. 

Mt. Nares is a much weaker man than we really could nave 
fuppofed, if he credited the lait part of Condorcet’s predic- 
tion, and the affertion of the philofopher Delametherie. 


‘ The defign of the French, and their party here, to introduce 
republicaniim among us by means of reform, is demonftrated by 
the fpeech of Condorcet, which has been cited by other writers ; 
concluding with thefe words: ‘* The opening of the feffion of par- 
liament which approaches, will infallibly become the occafion of 
the reforms which are the moft urgent; fuch as thofe which regard 
‘the national reprejentation ; from thence to the entire eftablifkment of a 
republic.” —But that fome of our fpeculators in politics in this coun- 
try go {till farther, and would deftroy property, and all other ties, ap- 
pears from a paper publifhed by M. Delametherie, a French philo- 
fopher, at the end of the Journal de Phyfique for November 1 792. 
He writes thus ; 

“T have already feen petitions printed in Englifh, which fay ex- 
prefsly, we muft break the iron yoke of property, and cflablifh the com- 
munity of goods. Some deputies from popular focieties in England, 
have told me, that we ought no longer to acknowledge property ; that 
We ought to effablifh the community of women, and have all childrez 
educated by the country.”’—Knowing what deputies from Englith fo- 
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cieties have vifited France, we can guefs who. uttered thefe'-fens. 
ments.’ et 


We cannot fay any thing in favour ofthe ftyle of this per. 
formance. We believe Mr. Nares to be a good and accurate 
fcholar, but he is a remarkably phlegmatic writer—Heis eq 
deftitute of that acute and vigorous judgment, which a. 
trates the remoteft depths of his fubje€t, and that brilliant and 
lively expreffion which interefts and delights his reader. 





Memoirs of Sir Roger de Clarendon, the natural Son of Edward 
Prince of Wales, commonly called-the Black Prince; with 
Anecdotes of many ether eminent Perfons of the Fourteenth 
Century. By Clava Reeve. 3 Vols. t2ma. Qs. fewed, Hooks 
ham. and.Carpenter. 1793: 


THE motto of this work admonithes us that we fhould, 


‘In every work regard the writer’s end.’ 


This, and the very grave and folemn Introduction, which be. 
gins with fentences from Plutarch and the Son of Sirach, 
feem to announce to us.a more important. defign than that of 
entertainment, the general. aim of thefe kind of writings. We 
have therefore fought for the author's own account of her 
plan; it is as follows: a 


‘ The age of king Edward IH. was one of thofe moft fruitful of 
‘eminent men, not only in England, but in all the countries of Eu- 
rope ;+-it is an zera deferving our refpe& and admiration. 

‘ The writer of the following fheets once afpired to write a hif- 
tory)of all the great men that lived in this reign; the filled feveral 
fheets with names only; fhe found the undertaking too:great-for her 
ftrerigth, and gave over the defign, Still there remained a with to 
{natch the names of the principal worthies of this age from oblivion, 
and to yive a new impreffion of them to the prefent times, 

‘ She had beiide this another ftimulus, to give a faithful picture 
of a well-governed kingdom, wherein a true fubordination. of ranks 
and degrees was obferved, and of a great prince at the head of it. 

¢ The new philofophy of the prefent day avows a levelling prin- 
ciple, and declares that a ftate of anarchy is more beautiful than 
that of order and regularity. ‘There is nothing more likely to con- 
vince mankind of the errors of thefe men, than to fet before them 
examples of good government, and warnings of the mifchievous 
confequences of their own principles.’ 





‘ I have endeavoured to fhow princes and heroes as men, not as 
angels ; compofed of great qualities mixed with human infirmities 
capat 
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capable of virtue, but liable to error, yet upon the whole men wor- 
thy of our refpect and imitation.’ , 


On this latter paffage we cannot but remark, that if the aw 
thor meant to reprefent princes. in general as men worthy, up- 
on the whole, of our re/ped? and imitation, the certainly flies in. 
the face of all hiftory, ancient and modern; and likewife, that 
it is not very accurate to mention princes and heroes as fyno- 
nymous terms: perhaps, however, fhe only meant to fay that 
heroic princes are worthy of imitation, and this, with fome 

rains of allowance, we are ready to admit. With regard to 


Edward the Third, the fplendor of his reign, and the many 


fhining qualities and accomplifhments of his fon the Black 
Prince, have always made them very favourite characters in 
the Englith hiftery, and the idea of weaving inte one narra- 
tive all the circumftances fcattered in various hiftorians con- 
cerning the period in which they lived, was a promifing one; 
but to make it anfwer the end of gratifying hiftorical curiofity, 
references fhould have by all means been given, Froiffart, 
Stow, Hollinfhed, and many other hiftorians, have been con- 
fulted; but we have no- clue given by which-to diftinguith 
what they have fupplied from what the ingenious author has 
added, except the general afflurance that ‘ hiftorical faéts have 
not been falfified, and that the characters with which liberties 
have been taken are fuch as have been barely named in hif- 
tory. There refults, however, from this kind of plan a 
double inconvenience; firft, that the gleanings of hiftorical 
anecdotes, which may b= gathered from authors not generally 
read, are feldom important or interefting; often we are pre- 
iented with a mere lift of names. In one place we have an 
enumeration of the firft Knights of the Garter; in another of 
the firft Knights of the Star, an order inftituted by king John 
of France, and foon afterwards dropped: thefe things are for 
hiftory too trivial, and for romance too dull. The other in- 
convenience is, that thofe characters, on. which the intereit 
chiefly falls, are, and in order tobe new, mutt be, of the au- 
thor’s own création. + Of the exhibition of the manners of fhe 
times which, if well reprefented, would make a more pleaf- 
ing part of fuch a romance than a record of hiftorical perione 
ages, there is not much, probably becaufe much was not ta 
be found, ‘The. following account of a Chriftmas entertain- 
ment at a manfion-houle in the country, is not ill, contraited 
with the more refined luxury of our own times, 


‘ They had a fumptuous dinner,in the great hall, without any 
carpet under their feet, or lifting upon the doors ; but they had a 
noble fire, with part of the body,of an, old tree behind, and logs of 
all {izes piled round it, There was no goify or diforgerly mirth, 
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bat there was cheerfulnefs and‘decorum. After dininér the ladie, 
retired into a large parlour, wainfcotted with Englifh oak, and or. 
namented with the portraits of the anceftors of the Calverly family, 

"Phe gentlemen foon followed them; they rofe from table with sal 
heads, warm hearts, and light heels ; .they thought themfelves ho- 
noured to touch the hands of a fair lady, and to lead her into the 
dance. They had neither tea nor coffee, but cakes and comfits, 


with Heht and pleafant wines, chiefly made at home, and plenty of 


good Englith beer. 
‘ This noble company dined at twelve o'clock, fupped at fix, and 
danced till twelve, which in thofe days was called midnight; and it 


was only at Chriftmas holidays that they ever fat up fo late. 


¢ They sofe by candle-light the fext morning, they were fum- 
moned to breakfaft at eight o’clock; there were cold pafties, hams 


’ 


“and tongues, with cold roafted hele and good beer ; afterwards 
they met in the family chapel and worfhipped God, after which 


they had converfation parti¢s at home, or riding parties abroad, 
"There were neither coaches, nor chaifes, nor phaetons, nor cur- 
ricles; but every lacy had her palfrey, and every one a gentleman, 
who called himfelf her férvant, to attend and protect her; they rode 
with wind, rain, or fnow in their faces, and were not afraid of the 
air of their own country. The family of Burleigh ftaid two nights 
at Calverly- hall; on the third day they returned home, after invit- 
ing all the company to return their vifit in the following week.’ 


On another occafion the author thus {peaks of the magnify 


“gence then in vogue } 


© In thofe times there was very little variation of fafhion ; the fame 
kind of garments continued in fafhion during the life of the wearer, 


The grand fiits of clothes were only worn upon high days, fefti- 
wals, birth-days of the king, queen, and heir-apparent of the crown, 


maryiages, chriftenings, and other great occafions. Their clothes 


‘ fometimes defcended ‘to their children, and fometimes were devifed 


by their wills to their friends, favourites, and fervants, and thefe le- - 
gacies were highly vahied, 
¢ When we read of the magnificence of former times, we muft 


*underttand them with great limitations. It is true that they fome- 


times wore cloth of gold, but how manufactured we know not; the 


- fathion of the garments we can guefs by the remains of antiquity, 
‘ by pictures, monuments, medals, and coins. 


¢ Cloth of gold was often lined with woollen, or ftuff, and not 
always of the fineft kinds. ; 


“ He clothed his children then—not !ike to other men 
In partye colours ftrange to fee, 

The'right fide cloth of gbld—the left fide to behold, 
Of woollen cloth fill framed he,” 
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Men thereat did womder—golden fame did thunder 


This ftrange deed in every place.” 
: Ballad of the K. of France’s Daughter, 
See Pergy’s Songs, Vol. Ill, 





- 


‘Not tw6 centuries ago the gentry lay upon beds ftuffed with 
firaw, and the coverings were of coarfe and ordinary materials. The 
houfehold furniture was very rudely made up; it was fometimes co- 
vered with filk or velvet;ypon great occafions, but very meanly in 
common. F 

‘ The floors were made of clay, and when they became fo dirty 
that the fight of them could not be endured, they were ftrewed over 
with rufhes, and this was repeated as often as there was a frefh layer 
of filth upon it. This cuftom. was the caufe of many epidemica] 
diforders in London ; we may read of them in hiftory by the name 
of the plague; but there is great reafon to believe they did not re- 
femble the plague of the Eaftern countries, but were occafioned by 
this and other uncleanly cuftoms. 

‘ Our anceftors were magnificent in fome refpeéts, while in others 
they were mean and uncomfortable; they were tgnorayt of the arts 
of polifhed manners and of refinements in luxury.’ 


The quotation from the ballad, however, feems fuperfluous, 
as the contraft of woollen cloth, and cloth of gold, is reprefented 
as fingular and uncouth. — ‘Phe period of hiftory which this 
novel profeffes to illuftrate is that of Edward the Third, and 
his fucceffor, the unfortunate Richard. Sir Roger de Cla- 
rendon, the natural fon of the Black Prince, is madé to relate 
many particulars of his father’s expeditions, both in France 
and Spain, which are ingenioufly intermixed with the hiftory 
of an amour, to which he is fuppofed to owe his birth. His 
mother, who is made an interefting character, dies, and his 
advancement is obftruéted during his father’s life-time, by 
the princefs of Wales, who behaves to him with great ftateli- 
nefs and coldnefs, and, after the prince of Wales’ death, by 
the lords Holland, her fons bya former hufband. His ene- 
mies at length accomplifh his ruin, and he is hanged at Ty- 
burn, on fufpicion of a plot; not a very honourable exit for 
the hero of a novel. Other characters exhibited, in thefe vo- 
lumes, are the family of lady Calverly, widow of a baronet, 
who is defcribéd as an excellent mother, and miftrefs of a fa- 
mily, yet not without a certain portion of family pride and 
regard torank and wealth, Her character puts us in mind of 
Jady Lizard, in the Guardian. It is faid of her, 


‘ Lady Calverly educated her daughters in that retired and virtuous 
yeferve, which in thofe days was thought a duty. It was believed 
pecefiary for the guard and protection of female virtue. In thofe 
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times young maidens were feldom feeni out of their mother’s prefence : 
it would have been thought a breach of virgin modefty. 

‘ The filent and retired virtues were cultivated, modefty, humili- 
ty, and complacency ; virtues that were in due time to be a bleffing - 
to the men who: fhould be their hifbands; they were likewife taught 
thofe ufeful qualities which fhould render them capable of fuperin- 
tending a well-governed family.’ | 


This paffage, though very agreeable to the ideas we form t¢ 
ourfelves of thofe days of chivalry, is fo different from the co-- 
lours in which plain honeft Rapin defcribes the female man- 
ners of thofe times, that we fhall quote it for the fake of the 
contrait ; 


‘ Pendant la profperité dont les Anglois jouiffoient, il n’eft pas 
furprenant que l’aife & l’abondance les jettaflent dans les excts qui 
en font les fuites ordinaires. Tous les hiftoriens difent unanime- 
ment, qu’en ce temps-la une debauche éffrenée régnoit dans tout le 
royaume, & queles femmes, néeligeant la modeftié, qui fied fi bien 
4 leur fexe, fembloient faire gloire d’étre fans pudeur. Rien n‘étoit 
plus ordinaire que de les voir en troupes courir les tournois, habil. 
lées en cavaliers, l’epée au cété, & mentant des chevaux fuperbe- 
ment harnachez, fans fe mettre en peine, ni de leur honneur, ni de 
Jeur réputation. Les excés des hommes n‘¢toient pas moins f{candaleux.” 


Of lady Calverly’s daughters, one, who is deep in love and 
romance, elopes from her mother, and marries Sir Roger de 
Clarendon; which connects the two ftories: the other, mild 
and prudent, entertains an attachment for a man of fimilar 
character, who is evidently meant to contraft with the brilliant 
military heroifm of the Black Prince and the other perfonages, 

Upon the whole, though thefe volumes difplay much read- 
ing and ingenyity, though the ftyle is pure, and the fenti- 
ments ( tk excepted which tend to give a falfe glofs.to rank 
or antiquity) favourable to virtue, we mutt conte there isa 
want of intereft which renders the general effect but feeble ;, 
and.as to the end of hiftorical information, that, as we ob- 
ferwed before, is deftroyed by the omiTion of hiftorical autho- 
rities. The following anecdote will fhew the manner in which 
the author has. made ufe of her reading, Lord Pembroke, 
thinking it beneath him to fight under Lord Chandos, an ex-" 

erienced officer, had headed a party againit the French which” 
Pad been worfted; and he, with about 300 men, obliged to 
throw himfelf into a fone building called the Temple, where 
they were befieging him; : 

¢ The earl of Pembroke now faw the dangerous fituation into 
which he had brought himfelf and his companions. He repented, 
too late, of his behaviour to loyd Chandos, and wifhed, ru 
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ly, tobe under his command and protection. The night came on, 
the French did not attackthem; they were fecure of their prey, and 
tired with their march ; they refolved'to take their reft, and let their 
enemies do the fame; faying, “ it was beft fighting in the cool of 
the morning, and the exercife would get them.an appetite to their 
dinners.” It was a heavy night to the earl and his friends; but 
under its cover he contrived to fend away an efquire, on whofe af- 
fection and fidelity he relied, to Poitiers, and ordered him to tell 
my lord Chandos, that he and his men were in a moft dangerous 
condition ; begging him to forgive his paft behaviour, and come to 
his relief; he trufted there was time enough to come, for he hoped 
to defend the place till noom. He charged his meflenger to ride 
with all {peed, and make no ftop, for their lives depended on his 
fidelity and expedition. 

‘ The young gentleman, who dearly loved the earl, promifed to 
do his utmoft; adding, no man better knew the way to Poictiers. 
He fet out at midnight, on a good horfe, and was far on his way 
by day-break. As foon as it was light, the French came to the af- 
fault, contending, as, for an honour, who fhould firft mount the 
walls. The Englifh defended themfelves to admiration ; they threw 
down ftones of fix, eight, and ten pounds’ weight, which battered 
fhields and helmets, and threw them down as faft as they afcended. 
There never was heard of fo weak a place fo well defended, and fo 
few hands refifting fo many with fuch obftinacy. At length, the 
French, weary of fighting folong, and gaining no advantage, fent. for 
mattocks and pickaxes, to-break down and undermine the wall, of 
which the Englifh were moft afraid. ‘The hour of noon approach- 
ed; the eatl of Pembroke called a faithful friend of his afide, “ My 

friend,’ faid he, “ make one more effort for our lives: take my 
befthorfe, and go outat the poftern gate ; go ftraightway to Poittiers, 
and tell: my lord Chandos the great danger we are in; recommend 
me to him by this token, and defire him, for the love of. God, to 
make all the hafte he can to deliver us.”” So faying he took a ring 
of great value off his finger, and gave it to the meffenger, who, proud 
ofthe honour, madeno ftay, but fet-outinftantly for Poitiers. 

* The firft efquire had gone out of his. way, and did not arrive 
till fome hours later than he ought ; he arrived at. ten o’clock, and 
found lord Chandos at mafs. He went into the church, kneeled 
down befide him, and delivered his meflage, excufing the urgency 
of the cafe. ‘Lord Chandos replied, in a low voice, “ It is too late, 
1 cannot be there time enough ; I will therefore hear’out the ma(s.”” 
After mafs was ended, the tables were fpread for dinner; and his 
fervants afked; whether he chofe to dine? He anfwered, “ Yes, if 
all things were ready ;"’ and badethem call all the gentlemen to din- 
ner with him. While they were fitting at table, the fecond efquire 
came from lord Pembroke ; he ran tohim, kneeled down, and gave 
him the ring, and delivered the meflage: the young gentleman 
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added his own account of the perilous fituation in which he left fit 
lord, and his brave companions. He anfwered, “ If you left him 
in. the condition you defcribe, it will be impoffible for us to come 
time enough to be of any fervice to him. Gentlemen, let us dine; 
for our meat will be co!d.” His officers fat down to dinner; he 
ate little or nothing, but feerned full of thought. When the firft 
courfe was taking away, and the fecortd coming on,-he faid; “ What 
fay you, gentlemen, the earl of Peinbroke is a gallant young man; 
of high birth ‘and great merit, and he is the king’s fon-in-law, 
brother and companion to the earl of Cambridge ; by his rafhnefs and 
prefumption, he hath brought himfelf and his company into extreme 
danger ; but fhall we leave him to perifh? He requefts me to comé 
to his affiftance. We ought not to let fuch a man be loft; ifwe can 
fave him: What fay you?” They all anfwered, they would follow 
him with all their hearts“ Then, by the grace of God, we will go 
inftantly to his affiftance ; gentlemen, make ready for Poirenon.”— 
He rofe that inftant, the gentlemen did the fame. The drums beat 
to arms, the men were called together, and they began their march 
dire€tly. : 

‘ By this time the earl of Pembroke was in a great ftrait, he be- 
gan to defpair of relief—He called to lord Spenfer, “ All is over, 
lord Chandos leaves us to perifh !”——* Be of good cheer my lord, he 
anfwered, lord Chandos will yet come; let us fight it out to the laft, 
and {fell our lives as dear as poflible. ‘The French fhall buy us ata 
high rate.” 

« While they were thus keeping death-at the ftaves’ end, the fpies 
of the French came to the Marfhal de Sancerre, telling him that 
lord Chandos had left Poiétiers, and was marching towards Poirenon. 
Thefe were followed by others with additional circumftances, that 
lord Chandos ardently wifhed to find them there, and was making 
all the hafte poflible. 

¢ The marthal called his officers together, and afked their ad- 
‘vice: “ Gentlemen, our men are weary of fighting thefe Englifh- 
men, and to no purpofe; were it not better for us to retreat while 
we are well, with our prifoners and booty, before lord Chandos ar- 
rives? His men are frefh and hearty, ours weary and fpent: we 
know not what numbers he brings, we may be furrounded and flain, 
or taken prifoners. What fay you ?”—Sir John de Vienne fecond- 
ed the marfhal; their advice was taken : a retreat was founded, they 
put themfelves in order, and marched away'to la Roche-Pofay. 

¢ The earl of Pembroke and his companions knew by the hafty 
retreat that lord Chandos was coming; they fhouted for joy, and 
made ready to receive them—the earl called out, ** Come on, my 
brave companions ! let us now leave this wretched place, where we 
have been cooped up fo long, without‘food or reft; let us march 
. forward to meet our dear friend and deliverer, the lord Chandos!” 


They marehed out of the town, and’met lord Chandos ata mile dif- 
tant 
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tant of it-—They met with mutual fhouting and congratulations; 
but lord Chandos was much diflatisfied that he came too late to find 
the Frenchmen. 

‘ Lord Perttbroke called him his father ; he afked pardon for his 
former behaviour, and begged he would permit him to call himfelf 
his fcholar in future.. Lord Chandos readily forgave him ; hetold him 
this adventure would be of fervice to him all the reft of his life; for 
himfelf he had only performed his duty, and wifhed he had come 


fooner.’ 





Thoughts on the Effects of the Application and Asfraftion of 
- Stimuli on the Human Body; with a particular View to ex 
plain the Nature and Cure of Typhus. By Fames Wood, 
M.D. one v4 the Phyficians to the Di/penfary, and Member 
of} the Philofophical and Medical. Society of Nesecafile upon 
Tyne; an extraordinary Member of the Royal Medical Society 
of Edinburgh, Sc. Se. 8vo. 2s. Boards. Murray. 1793- 


THE attempt which the author has here fubmiitted to the 

public, is, we underftand, to be confidered only as the 
outline of a theory, which is to be filled up by the corretions 
ef time and future experience. In this mode{t intention we 
perfectly agree with the author, and advife him not to be toa 
hafty in putting together and finifhing the ftructure. For 
though the recent progrefs of philofophy and medicine may have 
been rapid, there feems little danger of its foon arriving at the 
“ne plus ultra of. the temple of truth;’ nor is it, probably, by 
the avenues of theory, that her habitation is the moft readily 
to be approached. We donot, however, mean either to coh- 
demn or defpife theory ; we know it to be ufeful in many re- 
{pects; and though the whole of neither the theory nor prac- 
tice of Dr, Brown may be proper to be received by the judi, 
cious phyfician, we are convinced that many parts of them, 
~ both have and may be advantageoufly employed in the cure of 
difeafes. Even Dr. Wood himfelf feems to have converted 
them to his own purpofes with no very {paring hand. 

This hypothefis, or, according to the auther’s language, 
thefe Thoughts, had their origin in repeated difappointments 
from the exhibition of ‘Peruvian bark in typhus fever. Was 
bark then the only remedy that the author had heard of for 
the cure of this diforder? Or was he under the influence of 


fome preconceived theory? We are inclined to the latter opi- 
nion. For, fays he, 


‘ . . . . . 
« At this time, a coincidence of ideas forced themfelves on my 
one. I recolleéted the fymptoms of accumulated carbone in typhus; 
recollected that carbone was continually accumulating in the fyf- 
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tem, in a ftate of health, and was carried off, in. the form of cor.. 
bonic acid, by its combination with oxygen in the lungs; and it oc- 


curred to me, that the oppreffion, and anxiety in refpiration, coms 
mon in ‘yphus, might proceed from the ‘deficiency ‘of oxygen, to 
off the accumulated cardone; I therefore concluded, that .if 
exygen could be exhibited, by any means, into the fyftem in fufis 
ecient quantity, to combine with the fuperfluous morbid carbone, 
that the tendency to putrefaction would be checked, and the fever 
diminifhed.’ . 


Thus, affifted by the phyfiological feraps of Dr: Brown, and- 


the chemifiry of M. Lavoifier, Dr. Wood has endéavoured to 
eret a theory, upon which the fafe and expeditious cute of 
typhus is todepend. Having taken this view of the prefatory 
part of the work, let us exaniine in what manner. this hypo- 
thefis is fupported by facts, and how far the reafoning im its 
favour may appear juft and conclufive. 
As a foundation for the theory in queftion, the author fups 
sree that in the living human body there are three different 
inds of folid matter, viz. /imple /olids, living folids, or muf- 
- ¢nlar fibre, and medullary fibres, or nervous fyfiem. He then 
gnquires concerning the property which each of the two laft 
- have of being acted upon by ftimulant powers; and that of 
contraction in the former he calls irritadbtizty: that of fenfation 
in the latter, excitability. Thefe feparate ftates of irritability 
and excitability are fuppofed to exift in an equal proportion; 
‘and to be coeval. A different force of ftimulant power being 
required to produce the fame degree of contraétion in a muf- 
cular fibre, leads Dr. Wood to the tonclufiony that there isa 
ftate ‘of accumulated and exhaufted irritability, &c. _Anothet 
pofition that has been maintained by the hte Dr. Brown is alfo 
brought éorward to the fupport of this theory, viz. that life 
only exifts by the continued application of &imulant powers 
to the body. ‘This brings the author to compate them, and 
to confider their firft and ultimate.effeéts on the human con- 
ftitution. On this fubje&t we meet with nothing new; the 
author’s obfervations are moftly from Lavoifier. The con 
cluding part may tend to fhew the nature of the undertaking : 


‘ From the whole, this conclufion may be drawn, that it is the 
oxygen of the atrzofpheric air, which is neceflary to life; that “1m 
this immenfe magazine of oxygen gas, alk animals live and grow,” 
and that the general abftraction of it, fora few minutes, would rea- 
der all animal nature a lifelefs mafs. The chemical powers of oxj- 
gen, therefore, are obvious; and its ftimulant powers will eafily be 
admitted, when we confider, that’ without it, the action of the heart 
inftantly ceafes; yet, at the fame time, it appears to be the mild 


ftimulus, with which we are acquainted, as its actiom is never ee 
low 
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lowed by any exhauftion of the irritability of the mufcular fibre ; 
but it rather feems to be the power which reffores the irritability, whe- 
ther accumulated or exhaufted, to that ftate, known by the ftate of 
health and waking. 

‘ Water is the next general ftimulus to air; and there is reafon to 

believe, that its ftimulant effects on the body exactly correfpond with 
thofe of the atmofpheric air; with this difference, perhaps, that the 
lydrogen, combined with the oxygen, may prove a ftronger ftinvulus, 
and tend to produce, in a {mall degree, an exhaufted ftate of irrita- 
bility. 
Vegetables feem the next ftimulants in gradation ; they are com- 
pofed of cxygen, hydrogen, and charcoal, in different proportions, and 
fome alfo of awste, and exhauft irritability more than air or water, 
Animal matter is ftill a higher ftimulant ; containing, befides the 
conftituent elements of vegetable matter, always azote ; hydrogen in 
greater quantity, and pho/phorus, and /ulphur. Vinous, and {pirituous 
liquors, are {till more powerful ftimulants; and alfo different fub- 
ftances of the materia medica, fuch as opium, camphor, cantharides, 
&c. Of thefe different ftimuli, I will only here generally remark, 
that in exact proportion to their ftimulant powers, they will, when 
applied to the body, ‘in any given ftate, produce more or lefs an ex- 
hauftion of irritability ; more particular marks of which will be evi- 
dent in the confideration of the fcales I have made.’ 


Befides the ftimulant powers that are taken into the ftomach 
and lungs, the author mentions others, fuch as certain‘im- 
preflions on the external fenfes, and fenfations of the mind. 
This brings him to the arrangement of ftimulant powers un- 
der five claffes, according to their chemical effects on the, fyf- 
tem; their nutrient qualities, or the manner in which they 
affect the irritability, &c. This claflification of the powers 
acting upon the human fyftem, does not, however, appear to. 
= to any thing very ufeful or important in the cure of dif- 
eafes, 
_ The obfervations refpe€ting the different ftates of irritabi- 
lity, at different periods of life, from infancy to old age, as well 
as their production by the application and action of ftimu- 
lant powers, are certainly ingenious, and have long fince been 
noticed by Dr. Brown ; but we have doubts of their being 
fully fupported by faéts. To the fupport of our author’s hy- 

thefis they are however effentially neceflary, as is evident 
tom the folowing conclufion : 


‘ From thefe views it eafily follows, that, if a given quantity of 
mild and moderate ftimulican produce, in a given number of years, 
the ultimate effect, death ; fo, the fudden application and a¢tior of 
violent and powerful ftimuli, fuch as vinous and ipirituous liquors 
C.R.N, Ar. (X.) March, 1794. x in 
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in large quantities; and the contagion of the plague, Typhus, to, 
will produce the fame effe&, in a very fhort {pace of time,? | 


Having fhewn that the application of a certain proportion 
of mild /muli is requifite for the continuance of life and 
health, he proceeds to obferve, that the want or abftra€tion of 
fuch /fimuli, for fome time, do not only induce death, but alfo 
an intervening ftate of irritability, the reverfe of that brought 
on by the application of either ordinary or powerful ftimuli, 
This brings the author to inquire concerning the nature of 
fleep, on which we meet with fome interefting remarks. Sleep 
is confidered as either the effe& of the exhauftion or accumu- 
lation. of the excitability of the nervous fyftem, and of the ir- 
ritability of the mufcular fibre, arifing from the application or 
ab{traction of fimuli. In this way two kinds of fleep are pro- 
duced, one healthy and natural, the other morbid; the for- 
mer, the effect of mild and moderate /imu/i; the latter, of 
very violent fimuli, long or fuddenly applied. Sleep does not 
take place when the irritability has been exhaufted in a great 
degree by violent /7imuli; applied either to the body or mind, 
The ufe.of opium in large dofes is adduced as _ proof of one, 
and paffions of the other: though fuch be allowed to be a fate, 
the refult of a law of the animal ceconomy, by which the re- 
moval of the effects of /imuli, and the reftoration of the heal- 
thy ftate of the irritability and excitability of the fyftem are to 
take place; we cannot think that during that ftate al/ /limul 
ceafe to act upon the fyftem; nor, perhaps, is fuch a fuppo- 
fition confonant to the author’s former reafoning. That many 
fiimuli ceafe to operate while this ftate continues, is, how-' 
ever, certain. ‘The author’s conclufion is, that, 


‘ From the whole of thefe obfervations, it will appear, that a cer- 
tain degree of accumulated irritability, may produce healthy fleep ; @ 
greater degree, watchfulnefs, or morbid fleep, according to the caufes; 
and a greater degree, that ftate, which fleep is no longer able to re- 
{tore to health, and which terminates in death. 

‘ It is then, I think, fufficiently evident, that at all periods ‘of 
life, the abftraction of ftimuli, always fuppofing that of refpiration 
to continue, will, in exaét proportion to fuch abftraétion, and te 
the ftate of irritability prefent, render the body more fufceptible of 
ftimuli, or will accumulate irritability ; that in infancy, when the 
irritability is already much accumulated, any abftraétion of ftimuli 
cannot be continued long, without exhaufting it entirely, or produc- 
ing death. That in proportion to the advance of age, till the period 35, 
fuch abftraétion can be endured with lefs danger to life ; this period. 


‘then of 35, will be the ftrongeft in general in human life; the de- 


gree of irritability is then at the fartheit, from each extreme of ._— ; 
| 7 ie 








Wood on the Effeéts of Stimuli on the Body. 2g1 


the fyftem being capable of a greater accumulation, as well as of 
a greater exhauftion, than at any other age. That after this period, 
35, it appears, that the fyftem requires the application of ftimuli, in 
a greater degree, to preferve the ftate of health; which ftate muft, 
from what has been faid, be about one degree higher, or more ex- 
haufted every year, fo that the degree 50, which is fuppofed to be 
the healthy ftate at 35, will be a flate of accumulation, or 10 de- 
grees below health at 45, or 50 years of age, and fo on inthe fame 
ratio; the point of death, being 10 degrees higher from the extreme 
of accumulation, it being impoffible to produce the degree of accu- 
mulation, which isin infancy, in one of 50 years of age.’ 


_ The author’s reafoning, refpe¢ting the application of differ- 
ent flimuli, is probably ‘more ingenious than ufeful, and his 
obfervations on the Aeéfic ftate are not invariably true; we 
have met with many inftances where patients in this ftate coul 
bear a confiderable degree of flimulant operation. . 
_ After taking this view of what may be called the phyfiolo- 
gical part of the author’s theory, it will be neceflary to con- 
fider the manner in which his chemical principles are employ- 
ed in its fupport. Carbone and hydrogen he fuppofes to exift 
‘in equal quantities with the different {tates of irritability; and 
that they ‘ both accumulate equally, according to the ratio of 
their exifting proportions inthe oppofite {tates of irritability.’ 
The author’s reafonirg on this point is by no means fatisfac- 
tory; nor are his proofs fuch as afford conviction to the mind. 
In the whole there feems evidently a want of faéts. For the 
exiftence of carbone and Aydrogen in large proportions in ani- 
mal matter, from‘ chemical analyfis, and their being found 
in the ftate of animal fat, in bodies that have been interred, do 
not appear to us fufficient grounds for concluding that they 
may exift in morbid quantities in the living fyftem. We could 
at leaft have wifhed that Dr, Wood had brought us acquainted 
with the ‘ yariety of obfervations’ which thew the prefence of 
oxygen in the healthy living body, and its abfence to a certain 
degree, whenever there is a putrefcent ftate of the fyftem; and 
that this putrefcent ftate takes place when the healthy equili- 
brium of oxygen with carbone and hydrogen is deftroyed. 

On oxygen, as giving colour to the blood, the author thus 
obferves : 


‘ From thefe obfervations, it may. fafely beconcluded, that in ex- 
act proportion to the increafe of the dark colour of the blood, is 
the deficiency of ‘oxygen, and the increafe of the tendency to a pru- 
trefcent ftate, and that oxygen’is the general and only correttor of 
fuch a tendency, which is ever prefent, even in the healthy body, 
and very rapid in fome difeafes, fuch as Pofis and Typhus.’ 


X 2 Typhus, 
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Typhus, the author attempts to prove a diftinét genus of 
fever; after which he comes to the remote and proximate 
eaufes; the latter we find to be an overproportion or accu- 
mulation of carbone and hydrogen, and an exhau/fied ftate of 
irritability. ‘That all the caufes producing typhus are * highly 
ftimulant,’ we have much reafon to doubt, notwithfanding 
Dr. Wood’s affertion to the contrary. With thefe views of 
the caufes of typhus it will be eafy to fee that the cure mutt 
depend upon the application of oxygen, in fuch quantities as 
are fuficient to correct and remove the too great accumulation 
of carbone and bydrogen prefent in the fyftem For this pur- 
pofe mitre is recommended as the moft effectual remedy. Wine, 
brandy, and opium, are to be rejected as the moft pernicious 
remedies. In order to render the doctrine more clear and in- 
telligible, we find two fcales exhibiting the different ftates no- 
ticed in the work added. Upon the whole, this author appears 
to pofleis ingenuity, and a talent for obfervation ; but feems 
evidently to have undertaken his theory of typhus with too 
fcanty a ftock of experience. 





Contemplations on the Sacred Hiftory, altered from the Works of 
Bifhop Hall. By George Henry Glaffe,y M. A. Recior of 
anwell, Middlesex, late Student of Chrift Church, Uxford. 

4 Vols. Small 8vo. 14s. fewed. Faulder. 1793. 


O* this publication the Editor thus fpeaks : 


‘ In an age, when to have recourfe to the treafures of ancient 
learning is deemed both ufeful and honourable, the Editor cannot 
but hope that he fhall be pardoned for an attempt to bring into ge- 
neral notice a very important part of the writings of this amiable pre- 
Jate. The whole body of divinity which he left behind him, is coft- 
ly and voluminous, and the language is from length of time become 
fo- obfolete, as to be fcarcely intelligible to readers who are un- 
acquainted with the {tyle and phrafeology of ancient days. 

‘ In preparing thefe Contemplations for the prefs, the Editor has 
not only omitted many paflages of his author, but has freely ventur- 
ed to infert obfervations of his own, according as he thought abridg - 
ment or amplification neceflary. He forbears to point out thefe 
alterations, they are open to difcovery; if not from any internal 
marks of difference, at leaft by means of collation with the original 
work. 

‘ The Contemplations entitled “ Zacharias,” “ Chrift baptized,” 
and “ Herodias,”, contain feveral extraéts from a celebrated per- 
formance of the great and good bifhop Horne. The 103d Con- 
templation (the fubject of which is left untouched in the — 

I work) 
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work) is given gntire, as it was written by the Editor many year 
fince, as an exercife in his theological ftudies. 

‘ Without tafte or talents for controverfy, yet defirous to bear 
teftimony to the truth, the Editor commends the following pages to 
the public. He commends them, with the earneft hope that in 
thefe times of lukewarmnefs and depravity, they may promote the 
glory of God, and diffufe more widely the knowledge of facred 
truth—opening profpects of joy to the affli&ed foul, and reprefent- 
ing to the eye of faith Chrift the end of the law, and the fulnefs of 
the Gofpel who is overall, God bleffed for evermore. Amen.’ 


It is not for a reviewer of the prefent day to give celebrity 
to bifhop Hall or his writings. Mr. Glaffe has fucceeded in 
his attempts better than might have been expected. Of his 
own juvenile effay a fair {pecimen is fubjoined : 


‘ And doft thou acknowledge him for a prophet, O Cleophas, 
mighty both in word and deed, and yet wilt thou deny thine affent 
to the moft folemn of all his predi¢tions? “ The Son of man fhall 
fuffer many things, and fhall be killed, and fhall rife again the third 
day.” That facred tongue, which once privctely, and twice publick- 
ly, had burft the bands of death, and ranfomed the daughter of Jairvs, 
the widow’s fon, the beloved Lazarus, from the power of the grave, 
that facred tomgue had pronounced the irreverfible fentence—* In 
three davs I will rife again.”” Nothing but truth could ever fall 
from the lips of thy Mafter. Though all the power of men, though 
all the malice of devils combine to annul the decree gone forth from 
his mouth, they fhall be difmayed, confounded, overcome. Hath 
he faid, and fhall he not do it? Or hath he purpofed, and fhall he 
not make it good ? 

“ We trufted”—O Cleophas, and doft thou truft no longer? 
Shall I more wonder at thine impatience, O pious, yet miftaken, 
difciple, or pity thy forrow under this cloud of defpondency? There 
are fome minds, which are backward to credit even what they moft _' 
with to be true. Over carefulnefs is as liable to errcy, as the 
boldeft prefumption. 

‘ Far be it from me to arfaign thee, O fervant of God; yet me- 
thinks the very mention of the third day might have brought home 
to thy mind the words of thy Mafter, which on that day were to 
have their completion. Couldft not thou tarry a few hours longer, 
e’er thou abandoneft thyfelf to fo much grief? Somewhat was to be 
gathered from the teftimony of the pious women; doubtlefs the 
body was removed from its tomb ; wiy was it impoflible for Chrift 
to have arifen, and yet for thee not to have feen thy Lord? The 
day, though“ far fpent” was not over. Was the righteous branch 
of David no more to be ftayed on, than the gourd of the prophet, 
which one day fheltered him, and the next withered before the fun? 
When thy bleffed faints, O Lord, are thus fallible, O let ys not be 
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too fevere in condemning our frail brethren! Which of us, who 
know thee rifen, can prefume to fay, that, had we. been in the 
place of Cleophas, we fhould not have iniftrufted, have lamented, 
like him ?’ : : 


| neupeentteeetameliiaenmaain 


¢ Methinks I fee the mute aftonifhment of thefe holy men,. when 
they unexpeétedly difcovered their Saviour—methinks I fee them, 
after his departure, gazing one upon the other in filent extafy. At 
length their joy and wonder find words—“ Did not our hearts burn 
within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he open- 
ed unto us the fcriptures?” Ip thofe fcriptures, O bleffed Jefus, art 
thou {till to be found. Thy grace, like the fire of the temple, which 
came down from Heaven, is ever prefent with thy word, to illumi- 
nate our dark fouls, to quicken our drooping faith, and give new 
ardour to our imperfect obedience. 

* And now they will no longer delay, but haften to inform their, 
afflicted brethren of the joyful ftory. We do not hear them com- 
plain of the diftance from Emmaus to Jerufalem. We do not hear 
them fay, “It is evening, and the day is far {pent ;” though awhile 
ago they had thrown this obftacle in the way of their unknown Lord’s 
departure. Faith lent you fpeed, O ye bleffed difciples, and joy 
was a lanthorn unto your feet, and a light unto your paths. ‘ They 
rofe up the fame hour,” and meafured back with delight the way 
they had pafied, every ftep recalling to their minds, and imprinting 
on their memories, the leffons of their heavenly Mafter.’ 





The Natural Hiftory of Birds. From the French of the Count 
de Buffon, Illuftrated with Engravings; and a Preface, 
Notcs, and Additions, by the Tranflator. 9 Vols. 3. 125 
Boards. Cadell. 1793. ) 


PrIHE lively little fluttering beings who cheer us with their 
fong, and animate with their varied plumage our beft 
profpects, have, from the earlieft period, engaged the attention 
of obfervers and naturalifts. ‘hey charm our ears and our 
fight, but they refufe to affociate with us. Man they confider 
as a baleful enemy; they will feldom become his companions, 
feldom learn the endearing. arts which engage his heart, and, 
in very few inftances only, affift him in his wants and his 
urfuits. The carrier pigeon follows his inftiné& in returning 
to his home; the hawk returns with his prey to his matter, 
to be rewaraed with what he confiders as the choiceft morfels, 
to be fed and protected in the intervals of his purfuit. The 
rook, indeed, deftroys the grub, but it is his favourite food: 
crows devour the carrion, the ibis the ferpent; yet in each 
inftance they. follow their inflincts in purfuit of their natural 
: : preys 
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prey. We may admire the wifdom and benevolence of the’ 
Creator in the vaft extenfive train of contrivances for the ge- 
neral good, but we owe no gratitude to thofe who purfue their 
own objets only. ‘The affectionate robin courts the fociety 
of man; yet he flies him in the plenty of fummer fruits; 
and, if in the laft moments, he covers him, accordiig to the 
interefling, but legendary tale, with leaves; we cannot look 
for the fource of this charitable aét, in any defign, or precon- 
certed plan to protect his remains. The decoy duck betrays 
his companions ; the mifchievous tribe, the pafleres, deftroy 
our beft fruits and our moft promifing harvefts ; the hawks and 
the eagle race devour both birds and beafts. Yet the pleafing 
qualities of the feathered race, in general, reconcile us to their 
depredations ; and we admire the honey cuckoo (cuculus in- 
dagator) in his benevolent afliftance to the traveller, when he’ 
points out the {tore of the induftrious bee, without reflecting,’ 
that, by this means only, he attains his favourite meal. ‘The 
treafure is inacceflible without the aid of man. 

From fources of this kind, as well as from’ a curiofity, 
fharpened by the objeéts being chiefly beyond our reach, the 
natural hiftory of birds has been always an interefting fubject 
of inquiry, and it has been an unpleafing reflection, that we 
have not yet had, in our own language, defcriptions more en-" 
gaging than thofe of Mr. Pennant and Mr. Latham, more full 
and extenfive than thofe of Willughby, of Walcott, or Gold- 
imith. ‘he ornithology of Buffon afforded an excellent foun- 
dation; and, if what we have earneftly wifhed, the accounts 
of the French Pliny are not rendered more complete and 
more correct, by the addition of modern difcoveries, and the 
removal of a few prejudices, a good tranflation of his work is 
an object of no little importance. 

The tranflator appears to be a man of abilities; yet, from 
what he has added, we cannot perceive that ornithology has 
been his peculiar ftudy. His language is free from-foreign» 
idioms, eafy, accurate, and often elegant. His additions 
chiefly from Linnzus, Pennant, and Latham, are rather co- 
pied than connected with fkill, or fuggefted with {cientific dif- 
crminatéon. Yet, on the whole, his work is far—very far fu- 
petior to the greater number of tranflations, particularly of 
lcientific works.. We have compared many different parts, 
and have reafon to be fatisfied with the author’s accuracy. He 
has indeed fometimes feifed the idea and given it in his own: 
words: he has occafionally condenfed what is, 1n the original, 
too diffufe ; and, in a very few in{tances, has dropped a pafa- 
graph and anote. The laft is a fault fearcely defenfible, and 
We fhould have reprehended it more feverely, if we had dif- 
Covered that any of the omiffions were important : the neglect 
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is, however, a greater error, as it implies a negligence and jp. 
attention, which a little care and no great labour, might have: 
avoided. Let us take the prefent opportunity to finith the thort 
lift of faults. The particular and fometimes the general refer. 
ences * of Buffon are very feldom preferved. The French na. 
turalifts are very attentive in this refpe€t; and it has rendered 
his ornithology {carcely lefsvaluable than the nomenclature, we 
mean not to fpeak difrefpectfully, of Linnzus. When fo 
much was to be obtained with -even the afliftance of an ama- 
nuenfis, it is unpardonable to have omitted it.—The Latin 
tranflations are fometimes inelegant, if not inaccurate. Though 
Buffon wrote Actes de Breflau, it fhould not have been tranf- 
lated Breflaw’s A€&ts. We think only of the conjurer, and 
not of the Breflaw TranfaCtions—A€ia wratis levienieeo a 
the wood grous is faid by a Latin author, we believe Pliny, to 
die from obftinacy, ‘ revocato fpiritu,’ which our author ren- 
ders * recalling their breath’—it means forcibly drawing in 
their breath without expiration.—some other iniftances occur, 
which jt js not neceflary to mention: the errors 


Quas aut incuria fudit 
Aut humana parum caveat natura— 


are unpardonable in a tranflation. 
Let us, however, take the more pleafing view of the fub- 
ject, and fuffer the tranflator to introduce his author : 


‘ Few writers have been more juftly admired for originality, and 
grandeur of conception, than the celebrated comte de Buffon. It 
was his lively eloquence that firft refcued Natural Hiftory from bar- 
barifm, and rendered it an engaging and popular ftudy. With cons 
cern and indignation he beheld the faireft of all the {ciences cramp- 
ed by artificial fyftems, encumbered by a coarfe and obfcure jargon, 
and disfigured by credulity and ignorance. He was determined to 
reftore and decorate the fabric. Royal munificence happily fecond- 
ed his views ; and he was entrufted with the direétion of the fineft 
cabinet in Europe. His lofty genius burft from the fhackles of 
method; he caught with ardour the varied magnificence of Nature’s 
plan; and, with a mafterly pencil, dipt in rich and glowing colours, 
he traced the animated picture. His elegant and fpirited diétion 
adorns whatever fubjeéts he treats; his various and extenfive learn- 
ing at once pleafes and inftruéts. His graceful turn of fentiments 
engages our affections; the fublimity of his defcriptions commands 
our admiration ; and if the exuberance of his fancy has fometimes 
laid him open to cenfure, we are difpofed to overlook his errors for 
the brilliancy of his compofition.’ 


ee 





* By pasticular references, we mean to the chapters and pages. 
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The encomium is equally juft and well expreffed, What 
follows relates to the afiftance which M. Buffon obtained in 
the profecution of this arduous talk. The following general 

 obfervations are alfo juft : we fhall take another occafion of ex- 
amining the accufation of frivoloufnefs in the prefent tafte ; an 
accufation which has however fome foundation. 


‘ Books of Natural Hiftory feem, more than any others, to re- 
quire tranflation. They muft unavoidably abound with uncommon 
words and phrafes, which frequenily create difficulties even to pro- 
ficients in the language; the ‘vivacity of the impreffions is at any 
rate weakened ; and the reading, inftead of fafcinating by the plea- 
{ure which it is calculated to afford, degenerates perhaps into an irk- 
fome talk. The names of quadrupeds, of birds, of fithes, of infects, 
and reptiles, of plants, and of minerals, are befides hardly ever ex- 
plained accurately in ditionaries, and are frequently omitted alto- 
gether. ‘There are many perfons who might be deterred by the ex- 
pence from purchafing the original, or who, from their fituation and 
circumftances in life, have got had leifure or opportunities of acquir- 
inga competent knowledge of the language in which it is compofed. 
To accommodate this numerous clafs of readers, to increafe the 
circulation of ufeful and popular works, is the chief obje¢t of tranf- 
lation. A diffufion of tafte and information forms the diftinguith- 
ing feature of our own times. Men of a gloomy or {plenetic tem- 
per may declaim againft the frivoloufnefs of the age: to decry the 
ug and extol the paft, is indeed an inveterate, an incurable ma- 
ady. Other periods have produced great and fhining characters, who 
foared above the prejudices and narrow views of their contempora- 
ries. But a liberality of fentiment, unknown to our rude forefathers, 
now generally prevails; the fweeteft of all the virtues, and that which 
contributes the moft to alleviate the ills and heighten the joys of life, 
humanity and fellow-felling, has fhed its lovely influence on all 
ranks; and never did the fun behold fuch a large portion»of man- 
kind fo enlightened, fo refpeétable, and fo happy.’ 


Let us attend alfo to the author’s accounts of his own la- 
bour: 


‘ In tranflating this work, I have ftudied to transfufe the {pirit 
of the author into our language. © I was aware of the tendency to 
adopt foreign idioms, and I was folicitous to avoid that cenfure. 
How far I have fucceeded, the public will judge. Zoological de- 
{criptions aim not only at perfpicuity, but require the moft minute 
accuracy; in fuch parts, therefore, where the fubject affumes a lof- 
tier tone, I have ftuck clofe to the original. I have endeavoured 


. to obferve a correfponding elevation of ftvle. There are fome 


fprightly turns in the French which the mafculine character of our 
language will not admit ; but thefe inferior beauties are amply com- 
penfated by the ftrength and dignity of ‘its exprefon, The philo- 
; ! fophy 
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fophy likewife of that ingenious people has a certain diffufe fupet. 
cial caft, not altogether fuited to the manly fenfe of the Britith iat 
tion. The tranflator fhould have a regard to the tafte of his. couns 
trymen whom he addreffes ; and, on proper occafions, he may; with 
advantage, be permitted to abridge and condenfe. | 


‘ I have difcoveredin the text a few inaccuracies which I have - 


taken the liberty to correct. A few notes which I have fubjoined, 
will ferve to elucidate the paflages. I have confulted the lateft ay. 
thors who have either written expreisly on ornithology, or who have 
occafionally handled the fubject ; and the additions which J have 
thereby been enabled to make, will, I truft, prove not unacceptable, 
} have beftowed particular attention to the nomenclature, which it 
is the principal aim of fyftems to fix and afcertain. ~ Thefe produc. 
tions will, no doubt, rank very low in the eftimation of the philo- 
fopher; yet they muft ftill be regarded as ufeful helps towards the 
fiudy of Natural Hiftory. It «was the want of them that fo often 
occafions, fuch obfcurity and uncertainty in the writings of the ans 
cient naturalifts. If to difcover the name of an animal or a vegeta- 
ble, we are obliged to fearch over and compare a whole feries of de- 
{criptions, the fatigue would be intolerable. No perfon objects to 
a dictionary, becaufe the words follow alphabetically, and not accord- 
ing to their gradation of meaning. If by means of arrangement, 
how artificial foever, we can, from a few obvious charaéters, refer 
an object fucceflively to its order, its genus, and its fpecies, we fhall 
frace out its names, and thence learn its properties with eafe and 
pleafure: and even though contiguous divifions always run into one 
another, the number of poflible trials is at any rate much limited, 
and the labour of the inveftigation abridged. "To complete Natural 
Hiftory requires the union of Buffon and Linnzus.’ 


From a little imperfe€tion in the copy * which reached us; 
we find fome difficulty in determining whether the note at the 
end of the firft volume, is by the author or the tranflator. As 
we do not, however, find it in our edition (the Duodecimo} 
of Buffon, the tranflator feems accountable for it. 

The obfervation on the little influence which rare air has in 
abftracting heat, and confequently the little inconvenience 
which birds feel in the colder mote elévated regions, is fingu- 
larly juft.. It only requires to be added, that birds generate 
heat in a greater degrée-than quadrupeds, from the great ex- 
tent of furface to which air: has accefs, which contributes to 
prevent their feeling the great cold of the higher regions of the 
atmofphere. 

The hollownefs of the bones of birds, indeed, adds to theit 
ftrength, but it anfwers a more ufeful purpofe, to give a more 
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* The half fheet D d is omiitted—from p. 400 to 409, vol. i. 
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gdvantageous attachment to the mufcles. The following re+ 
mark, except what relates to the fufpenfion of birds in the’air, 
is at leaft fufpicious, we think erroneous. But the fubject is 
not yet fuficiently underftood, and the difcufhen would be dif- 
proportionally long—We fhall leave it to the judgment of our 


readers, 

‘ Asa bird in flying is a€tuated by two forces, the one impelling 
it upwards, the other forwards ; the {troke of its wing muft be per- 
formed in an oblique direétion, between the vertical and the horizon- 
tal; and it will be more inclined to the latter in proportion to the 
fmallnefs of the bird, andthe fwiftnefs of its motion. This is mani- 
fet in the cafe of pigeons, which are fo noted for their rapid flight. 
The pofition of the tail alone might indeed determine the direction 
ofa bird’s track; but that expedient would be attended with an ex- 
pence of force which Nature has employed withfuch frugality. In 
hort, it is extremely probable, that from obierving the infertion of 
the wings, a phyfiologift could infer, with tolerable accuracy, the 
ufual rate at which a bird flies, 

‘ Birds often feem to reft fufpended in the air; but the appearance 
is illufory, for the force required to fupport them is in every cafe.the 
fame. Either they fuffer themfelvesto fink gently on their expand- 
ed wings through a certain fpace, and then by a few lengthened 
ftrokes, recover their former ftation ; or they maintain their place 
by the nimble and vigorous quivering of their pinions, which is fre- 
quently difcernable. 

‘ The tail of a bird has often been compared to the rudder of a 
hip; but the analogy is incomplete; for the motion of a fhip is 
confined invariably to the fame plane, while that of a bird is per- 
formed in every poffible direétion. The pofition of the tail affeéts 
| only the angle of afcent or defcent; it is the inclination of the head 
which turns the courfe to the one fide or the other.’ 


To the end of the feventh volume is annexed the principal 
fas in the Calendar of Flora, with Mr. Stillingfleet’s remarks, 
a the following lifts from Mr. White’s Antiquities of Sel- 

me. 

I. A lift of the fummer birds of paflage, ranged in the or- 
der of their appearance at Selborne. 

2. A lift of the winter birds of paflage. 

3. A lift of birds that continue their fong till after midfum- 
mer, : : 

4 A lift of foft billed infe€tivorous birds, which remain 
With us during the whole winter. 

5. A lift of birds'that fing while on the wing. 

6. Birds that fing in the night. 

the tranflator has not. conitantly, in any refpeét, diftin- 
guithed his own notes. Sometimes ‘I is annexed; fometimes 


the 
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the references are made by means of capital letters ; but he 
are feveral diftinguifhed by no mark. The additions, we hay. 


faid, are chiefly from Linnzus, Pennant, and Latham} aj 
they chiefly relate to mere fcientific diftinétion. But they 
are others of different kinds, though feldom of fufficient jn, 
portance to be pointed out. One, we think, deferves partic, 
Jar notice and commendation : it is where Buffon, in the 
of Mirabaud, obferves, that the different forms of the bill me 
difies the inftinéts, and gives rife to moft of the habits ¢ 
birds. ‘The note we fhall tranfcribe : 


‘ It is proper to put the reader on his guard againft this fpecion 
fort of declamation, in which the materialifts have fo much indul 
if an animal were dire¢ted by its organization to follow its partic. 
lar mode of life, it muft be fuppofed to make trial of every pofltl 
fituation, and to adopt that which, on due experience, is found 
be the beft fuited to its nature. But this hypothefis is completely ab, 
furd. Prior to ail refiéétion, inftiné leads irrefiftibly to a certain 
courfe of aétion, to which the corporeal ftructure is in general a 
mirably adapted.— 7.’ 


In the firft Appendix, are the outlines of Pennants, anda 
particular account of Linnzus’s fy{tem: the Introduction 


fhall felect; 


¢ The moft valuable work tranfmitted from the ancients on tle 
fubject of ornithology, is contained in Ariftotle’s Hiftory of Animab. 
That great and univerial genius, affifted by the liberality of his pu- 
pil Alexander the Great, conduéted the vaft undertaking with a 
mirable fuccefs. He pofleffed the rare faculty of acute perception; 
and the happy flexibility of the Greek language enabled him to mat 
with precifion the diftinguifhing features of animals. Yet that phi 
lofopher affects a dry and concife ftile, that frequently borders m 
obfcurity ; nor is he always at fufficient pains to difcufs and reed 
pular notions. The natural Hiftory of Pliny is a compilation 
which oftener difplays the tafte and elegance of its author than his 
critical difcernment. Hefiod, Alian, Columella, Aulus Gellivs 
and other writers, have left us fome hints refpeéting the economy 
animals. The Chriftian fathers indulged much in turgid figuratie 
language, and occafionally drew their comparifons from the curtest 
opinions in natural hiftory. But the fun of fcience was now fet, and 
that difmal night fuccceded, which overfpread the nations of Ev- 
rope, After the lapfe of twelve centuries, a ray of light burft in 
upon the Chriftian world; and men of the greateft abilities laboured 
with enthufiafm to reftore the noble remains of antiquity. 
commentators on the treatifes of natural hiftory were not in gen 
fo well qualified for acquitting themfelves with credit : yet in tht 
line of criticifm, Turner, and thecelebrated Jofeph Scaliger, defervé 


applaufe. At this period, America had been difcovered and at 
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ed, fatlements formed along the coaft of Africa, and an extenfive 
intercourfe eftabifhed with India. From thefe countries were im- 
ed birds of fingular forms and wonderful beauty, which, while 
they ‘ncreafed the fubjects of ornithology, incited powerfully to the 
fudy of it. Prompted by a love of fcience, the learned and faga- 
cjous Belon travelled into Greece and Egypt, and Afia Minor. Upon 
his return to France, he publifhed his Obfervations, but his Hiftory 
of Birds was not given, to the world till the year after his death, in 
1555. Gedner compofed, in 1557, a Treatife on the Birds found in 
Switzerland. Various other productions appeared ; and from all thefe 
wes: fources, Aldrovandus, with induftry and erudition, but with little 
ied tafte or judgement, compiled his voluminous Hiftory of Birds, in 
1¢99. Marcgrave’s account of the birds difcovered in Brazil, was 
a publifhed 1648. Mr. Ray, with the affiftance of his friend Fran- 
| ‘ cis Willughby, efquire, wrote a Syftem of Ornithology in 1667, 
be though it was not printed till 1678 ; a work of confiderable merit. 
Barrere publifhed his Syftem in 1745; Klein, in 1750; Moehring, 

in 1763; and Briffon, in 1760. Linneus attempted a claffification 
of birds in his Fauna Suecica, in 1746, which he improved im his 









nd 2 Sytema Nature, in 1758 ; but it has been greatly altered and enlarg- 
| we ed in the fubfequent editions. One of the neateft fyitems of ornitho- 
logy was compofed in our own language, by the ingenious Thomas 
‘the Pennant, e{quire, in 1772, and publifhed in 1781. He contents 
uk, himfelf, however, with the outlines.’ 
pu: The fecond Appendix contains a ft of birds, omitted by 
24: Buffon, or fince difcovered. If this tranflation reaches a fe- 
mn cond edition, we would advife the tranflator to add a little full- 
alk eraccount of many of thefe fpecies—They might well fur- 
ht HE -nifh an additional volume—Some other trifling additions and a 
: very complete Index, conclude the volume. 
jon ; 
his P. Virgilii Maronis Opera, varietate Le&ionis et perpetua An- 
% notatione illuftrata, a Chr. Gottl. Heyne, Georgiae Augufiae 
of Prof. et Bibliothecario M. Britann. Regi A. Confil Aul. ac- 
re cedit Index Uberrimus. Editio tertia emendatior &9 auéhor. 


4to. in8 Vols. 21). 8vo0. 4 Vols. fine Paper 4/. 4s. inferior 
Paper 11. 16s. Abridged in one Vol. 8vo0. 7s. Bound: Payne. 1793. 


T° thofe who are apprifed of what the moderns owe to the 

ancients, an improved edition of a principal claflic can- 
hot fail to afford confiderable pleafure ; the degree, however, 
of which will depend upon the fpecific merits of the author, 
the ability of the editor, and the elegance difplayed in adorning 
the work. Now, as amongft all the literary remains of the an- 
cients, thofe of Virgil inconteftably rank with the beft, fo of 
‘the many that have undertaken their recenfion for the prefa, 


tyne deferves to be named as the firft. Nor owght thefe to— 
be 
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be deprived of their portion of praife, who in this inflanc 
gratify the tafte of the public, have liberally incurred f 
‘an expence *, oma 

From his firft edition of this very poets much of the rep 
tation he maintains did the prefent editor acquire; and fu 
an incentive hath this proved to his further exertions, 4 to 
render the fecond more properly a new one; than a reiteratioy 
of the firft. No fooner did it iffue from the prefs at Leipzig, tha 
the demand for it through Europe became fo great that j 
{fpeedily exhaufted the impreffion prepared. Aware both ¢ 
this, and the merit of the work, but difgufted at the dref; jy 
which it appeared +, the Englifh proprietors refolved on thei 
plan; and having obtained from the editor additional improv. 
ments, to the public they have now commited the_tefult 
What therefore may be found, in this publication it will 
here proper to announce. 

The work is conjointly infcribed to the princes Ernet, 
Auguftus, and Adolphus, who all ftudied in that univerfity of 
which the editor is the diftinguifhed ornament ; and to this 
incident the Dedication alludes. An Advertifement then fal. 
lows from the fuperintendant of the prefs, pointing out fom 
circumftances incidental to the conduét of this work. The 
Preface to the editor’s firft edition (1767) fucceeds, in which 
an account is given of his original undertaking, and the mode 
of attaining the end he propofed. In the new edition, hov- 
ever, having improved on hts plan, a new Preface details the 
reafons of the change, points out the nature of the improve 
ments introduced, and fpecifies the additions occafionally made. 
The violations of orthography, which had hitherto blemihhed 
the text, are here in particular inftanced, and the grounds 
fubmitted on which it is fettled. An accurate difquifition o 
the manufcripts of Virgil next occurs, which is followed by 
another, on the principal editions and commentators. 
life of the poet by Donatus is then given, with a large acceflion 
of illuftrative notes; and ftill further to fupply its defects, a 
life by the editor, digefted into years. With teftimonies of the 
ancients in honour of the poet, and arguments in verfe, de- 
fcribing his works, the general prolegomena of the edifion's | 
clofed. ) 

Prefixed to the Bucolics is an ingenious differtation on the 
nature and attributes of Paftoral Poetry, and after ita critical 
argument on the hiflory and fubje& of the firit eclogue. The 
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* On this undertaking, if we are not mifiaformed, the proprictofs have 


expesded 4000). . - . 
+ The Germans, in feveral inftances, of late, have been particularly 4 
tentive to the:r paper and print. We have juit receivecl a fpecimen of ané 
tion of Wicland, which may vie, in both, with this Virgii icfelf. Thefe pre 
peta!s are from Georg Joachim Gélchen, bookfelles at Leipzig. 
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text follows, and immediately under it, the various readings 
of manufcripts and — which are carefully colle&ed, and 
judicioutly weighed. e loweft divifion of the page is aflign- 
ed to a confecutive commentary that runs through the work. 
The fubfequent eclogues are preceded each by ar argument 
Jike that of the firft; whilft fourdiffertations, on interefting fub- 
jects, are fubjoined to the laft. After thefe, a pertinent proe- 
mium to the Georgics is given, and the firft book is intro- 
duced by an argument that contains an analyfis of it. Tothis 
book is appended an excur/us on Virgil’s plough, which abounds 
with curious refearch, and clofes with a new and important 
reference, to‘ Dickfon On ancient Hufbandry. ‘The fecond 
book has its argument prefixed, like the firft, as alfo have the 
third and the fourth. ‘Two learned jnquiries—De Pleiade 
Pifcem fugiante, and De Nympharum domo et Penei regia— 
conclude this volume. we 

As the volumes were before publifhed at different periods, 
the fecond opens with the Prefacés of the two preceding edij- 
tions; after which two admirable difquifitions,—one ityled, 
De Carmine Epico Virgiliana, and the other, De rerum ix 
Lineide traétarum inventione,—prepare the way for the Atneid. 
Each book has its argument as before, and at the end of the 
firft are twenty-fix diflertations, for which the notes afforded 
notroom. ‘The fecond book has feventeen fuch, and the fame 
number follows the third. “The fourth book has four. Eight 
are annexed to the fifth book, and fifteen to the fixth. 

The third volume commences with the Preface of 1775, 
which leads to the feventh book, with eight diflertations. The 
ninth book has three, the tenth and eleventh, each two, and 
the twelfth book five. 

The fourth volume begins with the firft Preface, rewritten. 
A proemium to the Culex follows, and after an argument, 
various readings, and notes; the text again reftored by proba- 
ble conje&ture. The Ciris, in the next place, hath alfo its 
proemium, and at the end a curious excurfus. <A fhort In- 
troduction to the cataleéta is fubjoined, and the minor poems 


. under that title fucceed.. The Copa and Moretum have each 


their proemium, and thefe conclude the works of the poet. 
To complete the volume, explanations are added of the etch- 
ings, and, according to the title, an abundant Index. As the 
merits of the edition furpafs our praife, it will fuflice to ob- 
ferve only, that this edition is inconteftably the beft of Virgil, 
and for every other claffic may ferve as a model. | 
Though ufe ought never to be facrificed tg thew, it would 
€ a negative injuliice to fupprefs, that few productions of 
the Britith prefs have more to boaft of in paper and print, and 
it fhould be remarked refpecting the plates (in number no Jefs 
| 8 - . «than 
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than /eventy- five) that their fubjeéts being happily feleéted fram 
the relics of ancient art, they equally tend to illuftrate and 
adorn *. 

As the proprietors of this publication have difburfed upon 
it fo confiderable a fum, we cannot but hope they will not be 
lofers, and indeed we fearcely can fufpeét that they will—nots 
withftanding the malignant attempts of any modern Zoilus, 
who through envy, or fome bafer motive, may be difpofed to 
exert his puny talents in the exaggeration or coinage of literal . 
errors. 


Monedy to the Memory of the late Queen of France. By Mrs, 
Mary Rebinfon. 4to. 43. Od. fewed. Evans. 1793. 


THis Monody, enriched with an engraving of the injured 

and unfortunate fubje& of it, anfwers to the general cha- 
racter of this lady’s. works, given in a former Review, exe 
cept that being fuggefted by a real and ftriking fad, it is not 
liable to the cenfure of vague declamation and unmeaning 
imagery, to which fome of her Poems have given occafion. 
In the prefent inftance, it is, indeed, difficult to write up, as 
the French term it, to the exifting circumftances; the follow- 
ing ftrokes, however, are too truly defcriptive of the miferies 
of the prefent crifis of their unhappy country : 


© Each fhuns his brother, and each fears his friend ! 
The fon, with blood-ftain’d faulchion, ftrikes the fire! 
The parent {miles, to fee the fon expire ! 

Againit his lord,-the vaffal wields his {pear ! 

The vaunting atheift mocks the veftal’s tear ! 

The lawlefs idiot lifts his ruthlefs arm, 

To tear from fcience every graceful charm ! 

While genius from the madd’ning tumult flies, 

Weeps o’er her with’ring bays, and feeks the fkies !’ 


The portrait of the queen of France, at the time when 

e charmed all eyes and gladdened every heart, may be confidered 
as a kind of paraphrafe on Mr. Burke’s celebrated eulogium. 
We only with the fair author had confined her praife to the 
attractions, and her fympathy to the forrows of Antoinette, 
without claiming for her the wreath of dome/fic virtues, with 
out fpeaking of the wonders of her mind, of her peerle/s vir- 
tues, and enumerating amongft thofe virtues her truth and fin- 
cerity. But a generous mind is apt to pafs from pity to ad- 
miration; the failings of Marie Antoinette will be forgotten 











* The additions of the editor, in this edition, having neceffar'ly altered the 
forms of the pages, it has unavoidably happened that the arrangement of the 
prints will fometimes be found to have heeu changed. It would have been well, 
therefore, if references had been given to the feveral pages whcre the changed 
‘ones belonged, But though this be in itfelf a defect, it is amply atoned for by 
the ca,le. 
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‘her fate ; her reputation will have been. bleached by the int- 
probable and impoffible flanders which have been.invented for 
her, and when the tide, of fury is turned, as fooner or later it 
certainly will be turned 

¢ To foft compaflion and reletiting tears.’ 


Her memory, like that of Mary of Scotland, will probably be 
defended with enthufiafm by future biographers, who, if fhe 
had ended her.days upon a throne, would, perhaps, have 
reprefented her as loaded with the curfes of the ate | 

The touching circumftance of her hair being turned grey by 
forrow, is thus alluded to: 


¢ Mark, in her alter’d and diftraéted mien, 

The fatal enfigns of the pangs within ! 

See thofe fair treffes on her fhoulders flow 

In filv’ry waves, that mock the Alpine fhow ! 
Where are their waving braids of glofly gold, 
That crown’d her brow, in many a filky fold ? 
That brow, fo wither’d by affli€tion’s blaft ! 

So ftampt with age, before her prime was paft !’ 


We will take occafion however to obferve, that the greynefs 
of her locks being meant to furnifh a mournful contrait to the 
braids of gloffy gold, fhould not have been mentioned under 
the terms /i/v’ry Alpine /nows, which convey an idea of beauty. 
The author proceeds to defcribe, with ah energy, the fitua- 
tion of the remaining branches of this unhappy family. 


‘ She turns, with curious eye, the woes to trace, 
Heap’d on the breathing fuff’rers of thy race; 
Who, daily pining in a dungeon’s gloom, 
Anticipate the filence of the tomb ! 

Who, all the live-long day, unfeen, alone, 
Pour the deep cadence of the tort’ring groan ; 
Start, if the winds along their prifon creep ; 
Slumber to dream of death, and wake to weep !’ 


And having introduced the fhade of the queen {peaking te 
het children, thus concludes the picture : 


‘ The fleeting {pectre waves its fnowy hand} 
The paly lamps, that feebly gild the gloom, 
A fainting gleam of bluith light affume : 
‘The moaning wind through ev’ry crevice blows ; 
Down the damp wall the midnight vapodr flows ; 
On their cald flinty couch, with tearful eye, 
Clafp’d in each other's arms, the mournéts lie ; 
They tremble, whifper, figh, yet fear to weep, 
, ‘Fill Nature, faint with anguith, finks in fleep !’ 
©. R.N. Arr. (X.) March, 1794. Xx One 
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One cannot help lamenting,on reading this Poem, that there 
fhou!d be lefs of truth in the praifes than the inveétives of it. 
To paint horrors we need only confult hiftory; when we 
would paint en beau, we muft too often call in the affittance of 
our fancy. rete 





—— 


Report of the Secretary of the Treafury of the United Statens 
the Subject of Manufadiures. Prefented ta the Houfe of Re. 
prefentatives, December §,1791. 8vo. 25. 6d. Debrett. 1793, 

O® the expediency of encouraging manufactures inthe United 


States of America, fome doubts were lately entertained; but 
the policy of that meafure, according to the author of the pre. 


‘fent Report, is now génerally admitted. He obferves, that the 


embarraffments which have obftructed the progrefs of their 
external trade, have led to ferious reflections on the neceflity 
of enlarging 'the {phere of their domeftic commerce: that the 
reftrictive regulations which in foreign markets abridge the 
vent of the imcreafing furplus of their agricultural produce, 
ferve to beget an earneft defire, that a more extenfive demand 
for fuch furplus may be created at home: that the complete 
fucceis which has rewarded manufacturing enterprife, in fome 
valuable branches, confpiring with the promifing fymptoins 
which attend fome lefs mature eflays in others, juttify a hope, 
that the obftacles to the growth of this fpecies of induitry are 
lefs formidable than they were apprehended to be; and that 
itis wot dificult to find, in ‘its further extenfion, a full im 
demnification for any external difadvantages, which are or 
may be experienced, as well ,as an acceilion of refources, 
favourable to national independence and fafety. 
Notwithftanding all thefe obfervations, however, the fecre- 
tary acknowledges there ftill are many refpectable individuals, 
whofe fentiments are unfriendly to the encouragement of ma 
nufactures:in the United States. ‘The arguments by which they 
endeavour to fupport their opinion, he proceeds to examine 
with impartiality ; and deduces from them fuch conclufions a 
feem.to be juftified by acomprchenfive view of the fubje; 
maintaining, that a {uppofition of the fuperior productivencls | 
of tillage ought to be no obitacle to the encouragement of 
manufactures, through an apprehenfign that they may havea 
tendency to divert labour from a more to a lefs profitable 
employment. He thinks it highly probable, that on a full 
and accurate developement of the fubject, onthe ground 
of fact and caléulation, it would be difcovered that there 
is no material difference between the aggregate productiv® 
nefs' of the one, and of the other kind of induftry; and 
that the propriety of the encouragements, ‘which may 10 4 
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date be propofed to be given to either, ought to be determine 
by confiderations irrelative to any comparifon of that nature. 

‘The fecretary next adduces a variety of obfervations, tend- 
ing not only to confirm. the idea, that manufacturing induftry 
has been improperly repréfented as unproduCtive in itfelf ; but 
te evince that the eftablifhment and diffufion of manufac- 
tures have the effe€t of rendering the total mafs of ufeful and 
productive labour, in a community, greater than it would 
otherwife be. ‘The confiderations chiefly infifted upon, are, 
the divifion of labour; the extenfion of the ufe of ma- 
chinery$ the employment of clafles of the community, not 
originally engaged in the’ particular’ bufinefs; the promot- 
ing of emigration ‘from foreign countries; the furnifhing 
gteater {cope for the diverfity of talents and difpofitions, 
which difcriminate men from each other; the affording 
a more ample and various field of enterprize; andthe cre- 
ating, in fome inftances, a new, and fecuring in all a more 
certain and fteady demand for thé furplus produce of the 
foil. Upon the whole, the obfervations adduced by the au- 
thor tend ftrongly to confirm the idea, that it is the intereft 
of nations to divérfify the induftrious purfuits of the people; 
and that the eftablifhment of manufactures is calculated not 
only to increafe the general ftock of ufeful and productive 
labour, but even to improve the ftate of agriculture in par- 
ticular. 

We fhall lay before our readers the fecretary’s obfervations 
on the effe€ts of a funded debt, as a fpecies of capital. 


* Public funds anfwer the purpofe of capital, from the eftimation 
in which they are ufually held by monied men; and confequently 
from the eafe and difpatch with which they can be turned into money. 
This capacity of prompt controvertibility into money caufes a transfer 
of ftock to be in a great number of cafes equivalent to a payment 
in coin—.\nd where it does not happen to fuit the party who is to 
receive, to accept a transfer of ftock, the party who is to pay, is 
hever at a lofs to find elfewhere a purchafer of his ftock, who will 
furnifi him in lieu of it with the coin of which he itands in need. 

* Hence in a found and fettled flate of the public funds, a man 
poffefled of a fum in them can embrace any {cheme of bufinefs which 
offers, with as much confidence as if he were poffefled of an equal 
fum in coin 

‘ This operation of public funds, .as capital, is too ebvious to be 
denied ; but it is objected to the idea of their operating as an augmen- 
tation of the capital of the community, that they ferve to occafion 
the defrudion of fome other capital to an equal amount. 

‘ The capital which alone they can be {wppefed to deftroy, mutt 
confift of—The annual revenue, which is applied to tie peyment 
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of intereft on the debt, and to the gradual redemption of the prince} 
pal—The amount of the coin, which is employed in circulating the. 
funds, or in other words, in effecting the different alienations which 
they undergo. tae. 


_ * But the following appears.to be the true and accurate view of the 
matter— 


‘ 1ft. As to the point of the annual-revenue requifite for payment 
of intereft and redemption of principal. itive 

‘ As a determinate proportion will tend to perfpicuity in the rep. 
foning, let it be fuppofed, that the.annual revenite to’ be applic 
correfponding with the modification of the 6: per cents ftock for thy 
United States, is in the ratio of eight upon the hundred ;. that is; ip 
the firft inftance,. fix on account of intereft, and two on account gf 
principal. es 

* Thus far it is evident, that the capital deftroyed to the-capitat 
created, would bear no greater proportion than 8 to 100. «Ther 
would be withdrawn from the total mafs of other. capitals;.a fum of 
eight dollars to- be paid to the public creditor ; while he would be 
poflefed of a fum of one hundred dollars, ready to be applied to/any 
purpofe, to be embarked in any enterprife which might: appear to 
him eligible. Here then the augmentation of capital, or the éexcefsof 
that which is produced, beyond that which is deftroyed, is equal to 
ninety-two dollars. 

_ © To this conclufion itmay be objected, thatthe fum of eight dol- 
lars is to be withdrawn annually, until the whole hundred is extin _ 
guifhed, and it may beinferred, thatin procefs of time a capital’will 
be deftroyed equal.to that which is at firft created. 

‘ But itis neverthelefs true, that during the whole of the interval, 
between the creation of the-capital-of roo dollars,. and its reduction 
to a fum not greater than that of the annual revenue appropriated to its: 
redemption—there will be a greater active capital. in exiftence thanif 
no debt: had been contra¢éted. The fum- drawn from other capitals 
in any one yecr will- not exceed eight dollars;. but there will be a* 
every inftant of time during the whole period in queftion, a fum cor- 
refponding with /omuch of the principal ax remains unredeemed inthe ° 
hands of fome perfon or other, employed, or ready to be employed, 
in fome profitable undertaking.. There will therefore conftantly be 
more capital in capacity to beemployed, than capitaltaken from em- 
ployment. The excefs for the firft year has been ftated to be mne- 
ty.-two dollars; it will diminith yearly ; but there always will be an 
excefs, until the principal of the debt is brought-to a level with the 
redeeming annuity, that is, in the cafe which has Been affunted by 
way of example, toeight dollars. The reality of this excefs become 
palpable,» ‘f it be fuppofed, as often happens, that the citizen ofa 
foreign country ports into the United States 100 dollars for the 
purchafe of an equal-fum of public debt—here is an abfolite aug- 
mentation-of the mafs of circulating coin to the extent of 100 dollars. 


At 
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et the end of a year, the foreigner is prefumed to draw back eight 
dollars on account of his principal and intereft, but he ftill leaves 
ninety-two of his original depofit in circulation, as he in like man- 
ner leaves eighty-four at the ‘end of the fecond year, drawing back 
then alfo the anauity of eight dollars: and thus the matter proceeds ; 
the capital leftin circulation diminifhing each year ; and coming near- 
erto the level of the annuity drawn back. There are, however, 
fome differences in the ultimate operation of the part of the debt 
which is purchafed by foreigners, and that which remains in the 
hands of citizens. But the general effect in each cafe, though in 
different degrees, is to add to-the ative capital of the country. 

‘ Hitherto the reafoning has proceeded on a conceffion of the 
pofition, that there is a deftruction of fome other-capital, to the ex 
tent of the annuity appropriated to the payment of the iftereft and 
the redemption of the principal of the debt ; but inthis, too much 
has been conceded. ‘There is at moft a temporary: ‘transfer of fomé 
other capital, to the amount of the annuity, from thofe who pay to 
the creditor who receives ; which he again reftores to the circulation 
to refume the offices of a capital. ‘This he does either immediate- 
ly by employing the money in fome branch of induftry, or mediate- 
ly by lending it to fome other perfon who does fo employ it, -or by 
{pending it on his-own maintenance. In either fuppofition, there is 
nodeftruction of capital.: there is nothing more than a fufpenfion of 
is motion for a time, that is, while at is paffing from the hands of 
thofe who pay into the public coffers, and thence through the puble 
creditor into fome other channel.of circulation. When the pay- 
ments of intereft are periodical and quick, and made dy the inftrn/ 
mentality of banks, the diverfion or fufpenfion of capital -may almott 
be denominated momentary. Hence the deduction on this account 
is far lefs than it at firft fight appears to be. 

* There is evidently, as far as regards the annuity, no deftruétion 
nor transfer of any other capital, than that portion of the income of 
each individual, which goes to make up the annuity. The land 
which furnifhes the farmer with the fam which he is to contribute 
remains the fame ; ‘and the like may be obferved, of other capitals. 
Indeed, as far as.the tax, which is the object of contribution (as fre- 
quently happens when it does not opprefs by its weight) may have 
been a motive to, greater exertion in any occupation ; it may. even 
ferve to increafe the contributory capital.’ fa” 


, 


Our author’s reafoning on this fubject is, in our opinion, 
well founded. For, though a funded debt is not an abfolute 
increafe of capital, or an augmentation of real wealth; yet, 

y ferving as. a new power in the operations of induftry, it 
hs, within certain limits, ‘a tendency to increafe the real 
wealth of the community, “= > 


4s an anfwer to the arguments which have been urged by 
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fome political writers, with regard to the impracticability tq 
extending manufactures in the United States, the author hay _ 
recourfe to experience ; by which he evinces, that feveral im. 
portant branches of manufacture have already grown up and 
flourifhed with a rapidity beyond the moft fanguine expeéta, - 
tion. The following he enumerates as. the moft confiderable ; 


‘I. Of/fins. ‘Tanned and tawed ‘leather, dreffed thins, ‘fhives} 

boots and flippers, harnefs, and fadiery of all kinds, portmanteaus and 
trunks, leather breeches, gloves, muffs and tippets, parchment and 
clue. 
” << TL, Of iron. Bar and fheet iron, fteel nail -rods, and ‘nails, 
implements of hufbandry, ftoves, pots, and other’ houfehold utentfils, 
thefteel and iron work of carriages, and for fhip-building, anchor, 
{cale-beams and weights, various tools of artificers, arms of different 
kinds, though the manufaéture of thefe laft has of late diminithed for 
want of demand. 

‘III. Of wood. . Ships, cabinet wares and turnery, wool and 
¢otton cards, and other machinery for manufactures and hufbandry, 
mathematical inftruments, cooper’s wares of every kind. 

$ IV. Of flax and hemp. Cables, fail-cloth, cordage, twine 
and packthread. 

‘ V, Brieks and coarfe tiles, and potters wares. 

‘ VI. Ardent {pirits and malt liquors. 

‘ VII. Writing and printing paper, fheathing and «wrapping 
paper, .pafteboards, fullers or prefs papers, paper hangings. 

_ ¢ VIII, Hats of fur and wool.and of mixtures of both. Womens 
ftuff and filk thoes. 

‘1X. Refined fugars. 

‘ X. @ils of animals and feeds, foap, fpermaceti and tallow can- 
dles. | 
¢ XI. Copper and brafs wares, particularly utenfils for diftillers, 
fuga refiners’and brewers, and irons and other articles for houfehold 
yie—philofophical apparatus. | 

‘ XII. ‘Tin wares for moft purpofes’of ordinary ufe, 

¢ XHI.. ‘Carriages of all’ kinds. 

$ XIV. Snuff, chewing and fmoaking tobacco. 

¢ XV. Starch and hair powder. 

_4 XVI. Lamphlack and other painters colours. 

‘XVII. Gunpowder.’ 


The author afterwards confiders the means of promoting 
manufactures in the Unitéd States ; and fpecifies the objects 
which, in the prefent ftate of affairs, appear the moft fit to be 
encouraged, as well as the particular meafures' which it may 
be advifeable to adopt with refpeét to each. His obfervation 
- in general, are judicious, and he appears to'be animated wit 
great zeal for the commercial profperity of the United tates. 
ilies: alla iis : 3 Letters 
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( 3t. ) 
Letters in the Female Mind, its Powers and Purfuits. Ad. 


drefed to Mifs H. M. Hilliams, with particular Reference 
to her Letters from France. 2Vols. 12mo. 6s. Hookham 


and Carpenter, 1793--: 


THE writer of thefe Letters, in order to difplay an affected 
candour, and to appear a difputant on more equal terms, 
has thought proper to aflume the female character. This de- 
ception, however, though ftudioutly concealed under a collo- 
quial turn of exprefhon, and other artifices of ftyle, is occafion- 
ally too palpable to efcape detection, as indeed might be in- 
ftanced in p. 4, where the author very. emphatically declares 
that /e is £ utterly unconnected with government,’ or in other 
words, that /Ze is neither in the army nor.in the navy ; nor is 
foe afecretary, 2 commiflary, or a clerk,in any public office. 
But although we have decided motives for withholding from 
this author the privilges of effeminacy as far as fex may be 
concerned, we admit them to their full extent in many other 
refpects. Thus we allow him to be a woman in argument, a 
woman in learning, a woman in philofophy, a woman in cou- 
rage, and above all, a woman in vanity.—* I am of our own 
fex (fays this unfledged metaphyfician, to one among the firil of 
female writers) and have lived in the world about as /ong as 
yourfelf; (very important, and pofhibly the only inftance in 
which the parallel holds good) perhaps, owing to particular 
circumftances, (not worth mentioning) I have been enabled 
to penetrate fomewhat deeper (modeft and fubtle logician !) 
into the enveloping deceit, that obfcures all fublunary objects, 
and from having been early taught to difiinguifh (which can- 
not have heen the cafe with the uncultivated Helen Maria 
Williams) between appearance and reality, to diveft, fubjects 
of rational comtemplation, .of thofe fallacies whiely millead the 
judgment,’ &c, : bai 
In fact, the great end-of thefe Letters is not that of proving 
Mifs Williams to have written badly on political fubjects, but 
rather to fhew that.a woman ought not to.write on politics, or 
even write or think upon any febject whatever. » iris contends 
ing, that § politics are a ftudy inapplicable to female powers, 
and withheld from females.by education.” ‘The whole.pamph- 
let, indeed, is better calculated for the meridian of Circaffia, ox 
any other female flave market, than for that of Britain, ¢. gy 


* That we, fays this pretended lady, were not defigned for the 
exertion of intenfe thought, may be fairly inferred from the effect it 
produces on the countenance and features, ‘The contrecied brow, 
the prolated yifage, the motionlefg.eyerball, and the fixed attitude, 
though they may give force and dignity to the {trong lines of the male 
| Y va coun 
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countenance, can give nothing to foft features that is not unpleafant: 
no,other ideacan be conveyed’ but that of Armida accoutred in Cla: 
rinda’s armour: the new character is unfuitable and unmanageable, 
not only ufelefs but oppreflive.’ ! 


The general reafoning on this topic is, all through, its 
piece with the following : i ; 


‘ 


4 


¢ Inall the variations of fafhion, which now ufurp an authority, 
even in our moft important concerns, I believe a turbulent temper, 
or violence of deportment, has never yet beem recommended 4s 
embellifhments of our minds, or friendly to our perfony,’ Few: 
ladies of the prefent day, I hope, would emulate the condu& of 
Madame Balagny, even for the reward of being immortalized’by the 
pen of a Davila, Nothing can be more odious than a furious 
woman. As our paffions are certainly more than a match for our 
reafon, when once they have the rein, they know not where to ftop; 
confequently, it is uniformly to be obferved, that female excefs is 
moft exceflive. Should we not, on thefe confiderations alone, avoid’ 
whatever unneceflarily irritates us? Should we be prone to ¢ontro- 
verfy when, perhaps, our pertinacity may make us either ridiculous 
or conteniptible ? And what fubjeé& has a greater tendency to irritate, 
what controverfy can more expofe us to the tyranny of paffion, and 
the confequent derilion of the werld, than that which has too often 
fet at variance thofe of the other fex, the neareft connected with’ 
each other by confanguinity, nay even by interef ? for many, 
many are the inftances that might be adduced of an expeétant heir 
demolifhing his hopes, ‘like Alnafchar, the glafs-merchant, by one’ 
kick at the politics of a wealthy grandfather or uncle. | 

‘ As it is tnpleafant to fee female paflions violently excited, it is 
alfo unpleafant to fee the powers of the female mind violently exert- 
ed. If our arduous endeavours do not make us ridiculous, they mutt 
render us objects of pity to men of fuperior education; they, well 
knowing what our powers are, muft feel for ‘us when they fee us 
ftraining and ftriving for impoffibilities, as we fhould feel for a beau-. 
tiful, delicately formed horfe, whofe powers were mifapplied to the 
drawing an enormous burthen. Every oné in fuch a cafe would be 
ready to cry out on the want of judgment of the owner, who could: 
fink all the beauty and utility of fuch a creature in an attempt, where 
he was fure not only of failing, but of being irreparably injured.’ 





Here it may be obferved, that the writer has affumed as 
faéts, what can no more obtain in a point of fpeculative poli-. 
tics than in controverfial difcuffions of any other fort. We. 
cannot, however, adduce a more ftriking inftance of that mix- 
ture of folly and imbecility which has been defcribed. than in. 
the cafe of a female writer engaging in that mo/? difficult of all 
Speculations, metaphy/ics and the human mind, and at the fame 

tumeé 
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time denying the competency of women toinveftigate a branch 
of knowledge of which it may truly be faid hardly any one is 
totally ignorant. 

We fhall conclude our remarks with obferving, that we find 
nothing in this laboured, but feeble and contemptible attack on 
Mifs Williams, that.caninjure the well-earned reputation of 
her pen; and, that we think the public will not be inclined, 
from any thing contained in thefe volumes, to undervalue able. 
and well-fupported truths, on any fubject within the circle of 
human f{cience, let the fex of their aflertor be what it may. 





Philofophical Tranfaétions of the Royal Society of London. For 
the Year 1793. Part I. 4to. 8s. jewed. Elmiley. 1793. 


TH fplendour and the vacuity of this. periodical publica-, 
tion are continued without blemifh and without improve- 
ment. It is a painful fubject 5 for, whether we compare the 
colleGtions of foreign Societies, either in their fplendouror 
their decline, we muft feel.the emotions ,of envy or regret. 
We fhould expect, indeed, that the decline of foreign Socie- 
ties would dd to our own riches, when no law of éxclufion 
exifts to deprive us of the difquifitions of ingenious philofo- 
phers of any nation. . We truit that the communications have 
not been neglected, or, that a// the-literati pf the continent are 
not deprefled by the lofs of penfions, or diftraéted by the hor- 
rors of war.—But to proceed to the diilercnt articles in their 
ifual order. 
- Art. I. An Account of two Rainbows, .feen at the fame 
Time, at Alverftoke, Hants, July.9, 1792: . By the Revs.Mr. 
Sturges. Communicated by W. Heberden, M.D. FOR. 8. 
—Thefe rainbows were,,not concentric, but. touched. each 
other at the fouthern point: the phenomenon arofe, in Mr. 
Sturges’ opinion, from the refie€tion of thy fea, which acted 
asaf{peculum. But various circumftances relpecling the co- 
Jours, their order and their, fplendour fhould have been.added, 
to have enabled us to judge on this fubject; and we ate in 
ftill greater difficulties from refleting on the circumftance, 
that each bow was attended with its fecondary. 
| Art. II. Defeription of the double-horned Rhinoceros of 
Sumatra. By Mr.. William Bell, Surgeon in the Service of 
the Eaft India Company, at. Bencoclen. Communicated. by 
Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart, P,R.S.— Mr. Bell giyes.a generah 
defcription of this animal: with an account of the appearances 
of the parts of generation, when coaricly difleCted; for much 
remains on this fubje€t.to be explained. ‘lhe horns are, as 
ufual, epiphefes: the lower horn is.a little curved, and the 
upper one fimall ; each afhxed to the bone by a common bafis. 
Denheraas, & Ait. HI. 
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Art: Hil. Defeription of a Species of Cheetodon, called, by 
the Malays, Ecan bonna. By Mr. William Bell, Surgeon in 
the Service of the Eaft India Company, at Bencoolen. * Com- 
municated by Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. P. R.S.—This fith is 
fincular on account of many exoftofes on different bones, with- 
out any apparent reafon for fo peculiar a diftinétion. Ir ‘jg 
mott-probable, that they are defigned to give a more advanta- 
— attachment to the mufcles, and the habits; or the con- 

itution of the fifh may render their fituation, which feems to 
be conftant, effential to its fupport.. On this fubjed, it is im- 
pofible to decide; but almoft the whole-of the phyfiology of 
Hfhes is equally unknown, except fo far as it correfponds with 
the phyfiology of other animals. . The air bladder is.xemark- 
ably large, probably, as Mr. Bell obferves, to fupport this ad- 
ditional bony fubftance. Yet thefe exoftofes are foft, and the 
tubitance cannot ‘be greater than in a_bone ofthe ufual fize; 
the fize of the bladder is therefore more probably owing to its 
chiefly hving in fhallow water. 

Axt- IV. Aceount of fome Difcoveries made by Mr. Gal- 
vani, of Bologna; with Experiments and Obfervations on 
them. In two Letters’ from Mr. Alexander Volta, F. R. 5S. 
Profeffor of Natural Philofophy in the Univerfity of Pavia, to 
Mr. Fiberius Cavallo, F. R.S.~This article is in:the French 
language; but it is ona fubject which we have begun toexa- 
mine at fome length; and it will be only neceflary to notice 
MM. Volta’s particular remarks. He endeavours to fhow that, 
in thefe experiments, a very {mall quantity of eleétricity is 
neceffary, and that the additional effects, produced by an at- 
mature, confifting of diferent metals, arife from a {mall por- 
tion of natural electricity excited, and by no means from the 
anioval electricity. ‘The new experiments feem alfo to prove 
(for on the whole of this fubject we would yet ufe the moft 
guarded language) that the action of the artificial eleétricity is 
on the nerves; and not on the mufcles; the latter being ex- 
cited only by the change produced on the former, a change as 
little known as at the period of the difcovery of the Bologna ftue 
dent. It appears-alfo, that it is neither neceffary to lay the 
nerve bare, to Holate it, nor to touch, at the fame’ moment, 
the nerve and the mufcles, to produce convulfions. The ex 
periments fuccced more perfeétly with thefe precautions ; but 
they will fucceed, efpecially in animals whofe fkin is thin, 
without them. 

It is remarkable that the mufcles, and even portion of mufs 
cle, in animals with warm blood, are excited by armatures of 
ditterent metals; that different armatures, on correfponding 
parts of two legs of the fame frog, when connected by a me- 
tailic arch, will produce convulffons. Thefe experiments ate 
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ceed with animals and reptiles ; but worms. in general, and 
many irifects, are not affe@ed in this way, nor even by elec- 
trical fparks. Our author has tried: earth’ worms, leeches, 
flugs, {nails, oyfters, and various catterpillars in vain; bat 
bas fucceeded with cfabs, :beétles, dragon’ flies, butterflies, 
and common flies. ‘The caufe of this difference. M. Volta ‘is 
unacquainted with ; it may be in part owing to fome of thefe 
animals. not having reached their. perfeét ffate, or to their 


want of limbs, with diftinét mufcles and»articulations wholly | 


voluntary, for it-is only on‘vohintary:mufeles that the.influ- 
ence of electricity in this ‘way is obfervable, twos 

M. Volta next endeavoursto fhow more) pointedly, that the 
electricity aéts on the nerves, not on the mufcles, or, if ap- 
plied to the latter, only by their.effects on the nerves which it 
may reach, and he deduces. a neceflary confequence,*to: be 
attended to in thefe experiments, viz. that the armature fhould 
be applied very near to the nerve ‘which fupplies the mufcie 
of the limb to be affe&ted... "The power will penetrate alittle; 
and but a little way. The expériment, which our author made, 
on his own tongue, a muicle covered only with a thin ékin, 
we fhall tranfcribe; : : 


‘ Having covered the point of the tongue, and its upper furface, 
to the extent of a few lines, with tin foil (the paper improperly 
called filver paper is beft for this :purpofe) T applied the convex part 
of a filver fpoon backward, on the flat part of the tongue, and in- 
clining its end, I brought it in contact with the foil. I expected to 
fee the tongue tremble, and made the experiment before.a looking- 
glafs, for the purpofe of obferving it. But no fuch appearange oc- 
curred; and, inftead of it, I found what I by no means expected, 
a very fharp acid tafte n the point of the tongue.’ 


- Our author had, indeed, in this inftance, forgotten his own 
fyftem. The nerves that fupplied the moving fibres of the 
tongue were lower than his {poon could reach, and the expe- 
Timent afterwards fucceeded in tongues feparated from the 
body, when the armature was applied lower-down. On tlie 
whole, this fubje&t is yet, in an unfinifhed ftate. While we 
allow the principal pofitions, we havesmuch:doubt of the ex- 
tent of the application.—-But we will not explain our doubts, 
for it would be almoft as.painful. to fuggeft occafions of tor- 


ment, as to infliét it, Speculative queitions are not worth. 


eicertaining, if fuch-muft; be the means employed. 

Art. V. Further Particulars refpecting the Obfervatory at 
Benares, of which an Account, ‘with Plates, is given by Sir 
Robert Barker, in ‘the LXVIIth Vol. of the Philofophical 
TranfaGtions.. In a Letter to William Marfden, Efg. F.R.S. 
from John Lloyd Williams, Efq. of Benares.—This additional 
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account is-defcriptive only, and contains chiefly the meafure 
anents of different parts of the obfervatory and its appendagesy 
They are ufelefs without the plan of the building, and unin 
telligible without a plate. : | i 

Art. VI. Extracts of two Letters from the Rev. Edward 
Gregory, M. A. Reétor of Langar, Nottinghamfhire, to the 
Rev. Nevil Mafkelyne, D.D. F.R.S. Aftronomer Royal; 
containing an Account of the Difcovery of a Comet, with 
Qbfervations thereon. ’ 
Ant. VIL. Obfervations of the Comet of 1793, made by the 
Rev. Nevil Mafkelyne, D. D. FR. S. Aftronomer Royal, and 
ather Obfervers.. Communicated by the Aftronomer Royal, 
—The comet was firft obferved January 8, 1793, in the fpace 
between the flexure of the Dragon and the footef Hercules, 
Its motion was weftward, the right afcenfion- and polar dif- 
tance increafing. 

Art. VIE. Account of the Method of making Ice at Be- 
nares. Ina Letter to William Marfden, Efg. F. R.S. from 
John Lloyd Williams, Efq. of Benares. 

Art. XI. Additional Obfervations-on the Method of mak- 
ing Ice at Benares. In a Letter to William Marfden, Efq. 
¥F.R.S. from John Lloyd Williams, Efg. of Benares. — ke 
is made at Benares from cold produced in confequence of the 
evaporation of water through the pores of unglazed carthen 
pans. None of the phenomena are fingular, though they ap- 
peared fo to Mr. Williams, who made many trifling experi 
ments on the fubject. The fac is, that the cold is. produced 
in the body of the pan, from its furface inward. . The tem- 
perature of the ice on its furface is the mean between the heat 
of the air and that of the pan, of courfe above the freezing, 
point, for the ice would foon thaw was not the heat abitract- 
edin a greater degree by evaporation, than: communicated by 
tne air. The ftraw is to prevent the communication of heat, 
and when wetted, it will of courfe become a better conductor. 
This fubje@& we have: fufficiently explained in the account of 
the Count of Rumford (Sir B. Fhompfon’s) Experiments. Our 
author might have known that, in our frigorific experiments 
in this ‘climate, we are obliged’ to ufe flannel and wool, for 
our frigorific powers are not equal to what can’ be done in 2 
climate fo warm, by evaporation: cénftantly going on. The 
cold is faid to be moft intenfe, of nyore properly, perhaps, the 
ice is formed moft quickly between five and fix in the morn- 
me. me rf : “4 , , . 

. Art. IX. Account of two Inftancés of uncommon Forma- 
tion, in the Vifcera of the Human Body. By Mr. John Aber- 
uethy, Afliftant Surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s i eas! 

' , : ome- 
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Comriunieated by Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. P.R.S.— The 
Singular derangements in the firft cafe, we fhall tranfcribe: 


‘ The fituation of the heart. was reverfed ; the bafis of that . 
was placed a little to the left of the fternum, whilit its apex exteatesd 
confiderably to the right, and pointed againft the {pace between the. 
fixth and feventh ribs. ‘The cavities ufirally called the right auricle 
and ventricle were confequently inclined to the left fide of the bo~ 
dy; therefore, to avoid confufion in the defcription, I fhall, after 
Mr. Winflow, term them anterior, whilft thofe cavities ufually call- 
ed left, I fhall. term pofterior. ‘The inferior vena cava paft, as 
ufual, through a tendinous ring in the right fide of the centre of the 
diaphragm ; it afterwards purfued the courfe of the vena azygos, the 
place of which it fupplied; after having united with the fuperior 
eava, the conjoined veins pafled beneath the bafis of the heart, to 
expand into the anterior auricle. The veins returning the blood from 
the liver united into one trunk, which paffed through a tendinous 
aperture in the left of the centre of the diaphragm, and terminated 
immediately alfo in the anterior auricle. 

‘ The diftribution of blood to the lungs, and the return of it from 
thofe bodies, were accomplifhed after the ufual manner. 

‘ The aorta, after it had emerged from the pofterior ventricle of 
the heart, extended its arch from the left to the right fide, but after- 
wards purfued its ordinary courfe along the bodies of the dorfal ver- 
tebree. 

* From the curvature of the aorta there firft arofe the common 
arterial trunk, which, in this fubjeét, divided into the left carotid 
and fubclavian- arteries; whilft the right carotid, and fubclavian, 
proceeded from the aorta by diftiné trunks. 

* The inferior aorta gave off the czliac, which, as ufual, divided 
into three branches ; however, that artery which was diftributed to 
the liver appeared larger than common; it exceeded, by more than 
one-third, the fize of the fplenic artery of this fubjeét. This was the 
only vefiel which fupplied the liver with blood, for the purpofe either 
of nutrition or fecretion. 

‘ The vena portarum was formed in the ufual manner, but ter- 
minated in the irfferior cava, nearly on, a line with the renal veins. 
The umbilical vein of this fubje& ended in the hepatic vein. . 

‘ The liver was of the ordinary fize, but had not the ufual incli- 
nation to the right fide of the body; it was fituated in the middle of 
the upper part of the abdomen, and nearly an equal portion of the 
gland extended into either hypochondrium.’ 


Notwithftanding: the anomalous ftructure.of the liver, and 
courfe of its veffels, the bile wasoof the ufual colour, appa- 
rently in a natural quantity; and, of whatever difeafe the child 
might have died, there were no marks of inanition: on the 
contrary, it feemed to have:béen: plump and ftrong. Of the 
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other boy, the inteftines were only fix feet.in le 
large jairiGinen were four feet, if {mall ones ee 
long. ‘This boy died for want of an inteftinal evacuation, 
though from what caufe, it was not eafy to determine. 
Art. X. An Account of the Equatorial Inftrument. Bi 
Sir George Shuckburgh, Bart. F. R. $..-This very canal 
article will not admit of abridgment: It contains a fhort hit. 
tory of equatoriat inftruments, and a defcription of an excel. 
lent one made for the author, by Mr. Jefle Ramfden. | 
The Meteorological Journal concludes this part. From the 
irregularity of the numbers, we.are corivinced the thermome. 
ter is influenced by the fun, and the Journal is confequently of 
little ufe. Its range was from 84°'to 19°, more probably from 
74 to 19°, for when the out-door thermometer was at 84°, 
that within was but at 74°. It muft be obferved, that fuch 
Journals difgrace the Society by whofe order, and under whofe 


patronage they are kept. + he mean heat of April was 52°, 
The greateft height of the barometer was in March: it was 
then at 30.51. its leaft height in January, (the month indeed 
when its height nearly, at one time, equalled that mentioned 
m March) when it was 28.94. The rain was 19.489 inches. 


— 





Brief Refieétions. relative to the Emigrant Freneb Clergy: ear- 
nefily fubmitted to the humane Confideration of the’ Ladits of 
Great Britain. By the Author of Evelina and Cecilia. 8vo. 
ts. 6d. Cadell. 1793. 


W HEN theinhabitant of Otaheite, during his long abfence 
from the Southern feas, recognifed in a European greens 
houfe one of thofe trees which he had often admired in his 
native country, it drew from him a cry of joy—yet the tree 
had by no means the vigorous item, or the luxuriant foliage 
with which he had laft feen it. It was dwindled almoft to a 
fhrub; it had languifhed in ungenial air; it had wanted free- 
dom to expand its branches: no matter, he had found his fa- 
yourite again, and careffed it with the enthugafm of pleafure. 
“Similar feclings will be raifed in the public mind by feeing, 
after fo long an interval, another production from the pen of 
the author of Evelina and Cecilia. We too have found our 
favourite again; and though the nature and fize and ftyle of 
the prefent publication, all bear a great. difparity to her for- 
mer ones, though there is even a- degree of ftitfnefs in the 
manfier, which we can no otherwife account for,than by fup- 
ofing her through ditufe to:have in fome meafure loft the eafy 
play of the pen which fhe fo remarkably poffeffed, ftill—the 
“wriges again, and by continuing to write we are fure the will 

again delight and again initruct us. 
Madame 
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Madame.d’Arblay, for that is the name fhe will for the fu- . 
ture illuftrate, prefaces her remarks by difclaiming @d/ interfer- ; 
ence in public matters, even in the agitating Jeajon of geucral cam - 
jamity, a3 unbecoming in a female: ‘The writer of Cecilia is 
not acommon female, and we are confident the public will 
be gratified by hearing her fentiments on any fubject to which 
fhe has, turned her thoughts. Were it not fo, the apology 
would fearcely ferve; for it is hardly poflible to touch on the 
fubje&t fhe has chofen,, without difcovering adherence to fome 
political party, and Madame d’Arblay fhews, that fhe has de- 
cidedly chofen hers. : 

The obje@ of this pamphlet is to excite the ladies. of 
Great Britain to exert themielves in procuring additional re- 
lief to the emigrant French priefts ; for whole fubfiltence the 
funds already raifed, though fuch as do honour to the gene- 
rofity of the public, are ftill inadequate. In a itrain of elo- 
quence equally juft and pathetic, fhe anfwers the objections 
of thofe who are become tired of fupporting men whe fill 
need {upport; by afking, 


Why gave ye atall?” 

* The anfwer is obvious ; to fave a diftreffed herd of fellow-crea- 
tures from want. 

‘ Andare they lefs worth faving now, their hejpleifnefs, unhappi- 
ly, being the fame? Was the novelty of their appearance and fitua- 
tion a plea more forcible than acquaintance with their merits? than 
the view of their harmlefs lives, their inoffenfive manners, their pa- 
tient refignation to the evils of their lot? 

‘ Lut—are we to give, ye cry, for ever ? 

‘ Ah! rather, and far more generoutly, reverfe the queftion, and, 
in their names exclaim, “ Muft we receive for ever? will the epoch 
never arrive when our injuries may be redrefled, and our fufferiags 
allowed the foft recompence of manifefting our gratitude ? 

‘ O happy donors! compare but thus your fubjeéts for nmurmur- 
ing with the feelings of your receivers! and do not, becaufe ye fee 
them, bowed down by adverfity, thus lowly grateful for the pittance 
that grants them bread and covering, imagine them fo unlike the 
human race to whi¢h they belong, that -fometimes, in bitternefs ot 
{pirit, they can forbear the piercing recollection of better days; days, 
when beneficence flourifhed from their own deeds, when anguifh 
and poverty were relieyed by their own hands !” 


In all that can be urged concerning the call for charity to- 
wards thefe unfortunate men, we entircly agree with our au- 
thor ; but we think the is miftaken in the eftimate of their me- 
rits, when fhe reprefents them as actuated entirely by religious 
principle, and © preferring the moft baneful rage of conium- 
mate barbarity to uttéring one deviating word.’ Neither tite 
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prefumption drawn from the knowledge of human nature, nde 
the actual circumftances of thé prefent conteft, nor the pres” 
vious Character of the French clergy, will allow us to fuppoft’ 
that, as a body, their motives were fo puré. The flshice oh 
fervation will fhew how intimately their emoluments and ‘theif’ 
power were connected with the political fyftem they adhered 
to, and having once chofen their party, it was not in their” 
power'to avoid being involved in the ruin which overwhelmed 
it. This is not faid by any means to check our pity for the’ 
deftitute, but to qualify our veneration for the martyrs:—M,' 
D’Arblay expreffes her full conviction that thefe dignified ob- 
jets of our hofpitality, when reftored to their Romours and 
eftates, will not be eafy till they have returned to the poor of 
this kingdom every mite of the contributions which have been’ 
raifed for them by the rich. We conceive the profpeét of this” 
event is rather too much dans /e lointain to be {dttodided upon 
the canvas with much effect. 

Towards the conclufion of the pamplet, the author, with 
much addrefs and pathos, endeavours to quicken our intereft 
towards the unfortunate exiles, by a view of the feverer fate 
they have efcaped. She defcribes the horrors of the maffacre 
of the 2d of September in |’Eglife des Carmes; when, neither 
their white hairs, nor their facred funétionis, nor the altars 


they embraced, could fave the devoted victims of popular fury} 
and then afks, 
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¢ While your hearts bleed freth with fympathy, will ye not calf 
out, “ O could they have been refcued! had pitying Heaven but 
{paved the final blow, and, {natching them from their dread aflaffins, 
caft'thein, defpoiled, forlorn, friendlefs, on this our happy ifle, with. 
what tran{port would we have welcomed and cherifhed them ! fought 
balm for their lacerated hearts, and ftudied to have alleviated their 
exile, by giving to it every charaéter ef a fecond and endearing home!” 
Qur nation would have been honoured by affording refuge to fuck. 
perfection; every frmily would have been bleff2d with whom fuch 
pilgrims affociated ; our domeftics would have vied with each other 
to fhew them kindnefs and refpe& ; our poor wou!d have contribut- 
ed their mite to <ffift them; our children would have relinquifhed 
fome enjoyment to have fed them !”" 

¢ Let not reflection ftop here, nor this merciful regret be unavail« 
ing: extend it a little farther, and mark the queftion to which it 
leads: cam ye wifh this for thofe who are gone, and not praétife it 
for thofe who remain? Sufferers in the fame caufe, bred in the 
fame faith, and firmin the fame principles; the banifhed men now 
amongft us would have fhared a fimilar fate, if feized upon the fame 
fpot. . Venerate them, then, O Chriftians of every denomination, 
as the reprefentatives of thofe who have been flain; antlet the fame 
generous 
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generous feeling which would call to life thofe murdered martyrs, 
protect their yet exifting brethren, and fave them, at every rifk, and 
by every exertion, from an end as painful and more lingering ; as 
unnatural, though lefs violent. 

‘ Come forth, then, O ye females, bleft with affluence! {pare from 
your luxuries, diminifh from your pleafures, folicit with your beft 
powers; and hold in heart and mind that, when the awful hour of 
your own diffolution arrives, the wide-opening portals of heaven 
may prefent to your view thefe venerable fires, as the precurfors of 
your admiffion.’ 


Upon the whole, whatever remarks we may have made up- 
on either the ftyle or the fentiments of this animated charity 
fermon, as it may properly efough be called, our advice to 
the amiable author may all be comprehended: in two words, 


Write on. : 


Difcourfes on feveral Subjeéts and Occafions. By George Horney 
D.D. late Bifbop of Norwich, and Prefident of Magdalen 
College, Oxford. Vols. dl. and IP. $vo. 10s. Boards. 
Robinfons. 1794+ 


THE character of this amiable prelate, and his talents as ‘a 
preacher, are already fo generally known, that it becomes 
unneceflary for us to dwell long upon them. ‘Thofe whd 
have read his former compofitions will be at no lofs to perceive 
in thefe the fame fprightly imagination, which, catching at 
flight refemblances, creates a variety of new, and often of 
pleafing relations.—T he happy art of elucidation, fo peculiar- 
ly his own; and the fame impreffive turn of apoftrophe and 
queftion, will here alfo be found to recur.’ We however muft 
remark, that an habitual propenfity to difcover throughout 
nature the counterparts of ‘revelation, is equally con{picuous, 
as in his former produ@tions. Like other pofthumous publi- 
cations, there is fome difparity between the merits of thefe 
difcourfes when refpetively compared. A main point, how- 
ever, obvious in all, is an unfeigned defire to do good; and, 
though fcattered through the various parts of thefe volumes, 
there may be many paffages that will not approve themfelves to 
the more faftidious critics; there are many more which no 
reader can fail to admire. Some {fpecimnens we will cite to 
confirm this account. 
In the difcourfe on the children in the Temple, we have the 
following paflage: 


* God is honoured when children are taught to confefs and pro- 
claim his truths, becaufe hereby it is fhewn, that his truths are fuch 
‘as children may confefs and prociaim. All may receive the faving 
C.R. N. Arr. (X.) March, 1794. Z dodrines 
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doétrines of our religion, and learn it’s wholefome precepts. Over 
the door of the {chool of the celebrated Plato, we are told, was writ-- 
ten a fentence, importing, that noone muft prefume to enter there. 
who had not firft ftudied and rendered himfelf mafter of ge ; 
No fuch requifition is made by our blefled Mafter of thofe whomean 
to enter themfelves in the number of his {cholars. In other refpedts, 
learned or unlearned, wife or unwife, noble or ignoble, great or 
fmall, young or old, come who will, and he fhall be inftruéted jn 
all things neceflary for him to learn, in order to his falvation; ina 
day, inan hour, he fhal! know more than the fages of antiquity were 
able to difcover, from the difperfion of the nations at Babel to the 
coming of Chrift, or would have difcovered, from thence to the con- 
fummation of all things. This is a very wonderful. confideration; 
and we mult dwell a little upon it, for the honour and praife of Re. 
velation, and of that Being who vouchfafed it to man. 

“ In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” A 
child eafily repeats and underftands thefe few words of Mofes. But 
the child who does fo is at once in poffeffion of a truth, which hea- 
then philofophy, for ages and generations, fought in vain; none 
could then with any de-ree of certainty determine, by whom the 
world was made; whether it were made at all; whether there were 
many Gods, or one. 

* If the world were made by a good and gracious God, whence 
came fo much evil as we all fee and know to be in it? Here the 
wifdom of paganifm was for ever at a ftand. Bewildered and loft 
in it’s reafonings and gueffes upon the fubjeét, it foon came to quel- 
tion whether God were indeed good and gracious, or whether there 
could be any God who governed fuch a world. Let thefe men liften 
toa child, nurtured in the Chriftian Scriptures. * By one man’s 
difobedience fin entered into the world, and death by fin; and fo 
death pafled upon all men, for that all have finned.’? What plainer 
or iarther information can be defired? 

_ Mankind have always found themfelves tempted.and carried on 
by their lufts and paffions to offend God, by tranfgrefling that law 
(whatever it might be) under which they lived. But who among 
them could tell the means by which they were to be reconciled to the 
offended Deity ? Not one. Infinite were the devices and fancies of 
fuperitition te effect fuch reconcilation ; but all in vain. It muft have 
been dropped, and “ let alone for ever,” by them; whereas, every 
child with us knows, that “ Chrift has appeared to put away fin 
by the facrifice of himfelf, and is become the author of falvation 
all who believe in him, and walk according to that, belief.” 

¢ Ata certain time, we die. Our bedies are laid in the earth, and 
moulder to duit. And what is to befal them afterwards ? Where 
the wife man of the world that can give us infifution and affurance 
on this point? Son of man, can thefe dry bones live?”—%4 
gueftion not to be anfwered out of the Chriftian fchool. Jn that 
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fehool any child can anfwer it. ‘ Now is Chrift rifen from thé 
dead, and become the firft fruits of them that fleep. For as by man 
came death, by man came alfo the refurreétion of the dead. For as 
in Adam all die, even fo in Chrift fhall all be made alive.”—The 
hour is coming in which all that are in their graves fhall hear his voice, 
and fhall come forth: they that have done good, to the refurrection 
of life; and they that have done evil, to the refurreétion of con- 
demnation.” 

‘ In this manner, to filence falfe philofophy and pretended wif- 
dom, has God “ ordained {trength out of the mouths of babes and 
fucklings,” while by them are acknowledged and proclaimed the 
moft concerning truths, which none of the philofophers of Greece 
and Rome could difcover; the creation and redemption of the 
world; the origin and abolition of evil; the refurrection of the 
dead; and the final judgment. Thefe were the points in which man- 
kind long wanted and wifhed to be informed. Yet many have been 
the {coffs and {neers thrown out by unbelievers againft the Gofpel, 
as being the religion of women and children. Never furely was wit 
worfe employed. For if the religion be in itfelf true and excellent, 
it can receive no prejudice from the circumftance of being embraced 
and cultivated by women and children. Juft the contrary; fince 
if God ever vouchfafed a religion to the world it muft be adapted 
to either fex, and to every age. Chriftianity is that religion, and 


Cait a : 
glories in being fo. 





* There is not a votary of wealth, pleafure, power or fame, who 
cannot, and who does not, upon occafion, practife a felf-denial, 
which few Chriftians can be prevailed upon to practife, in a much 
better caufe ; a felf-denial more fevere and rigid.indeed, than they 
are often called upon to pra¢tife.’ 


Afier exemplifying the truth of this affertion in the inftance 
of the Mifer, and Adan of Fafbion, he proceeds to that of the 
Gamefier and Sport/man : 


* Confider the vigils and the abftinence of the gamefter. To dif- 
charge with propriety the duties of his profeflion, it is expedient that 
he keep his habit cool, and his head clear. His diet is therefore 
almoft as {pare as that of St. John in the wildernefs, and he drinks 
neither wine, nor ftrong drink ; left, inftead of his cheating his 
friend, his friend fhould cheat him.’ 





* Confider the toil and the fatigue willingly undergone by one, 
whofe delight is placed in the fports of the field, and the pleafures of 
the chafe. How early does he rife! How late is he abroad! “ In 
hunger and thirft, in faftings often, in cold and rain. None of thefe 
things move him, neither counts he his life dear unto himfelf,’ being 
Well content often to put it to the extremeft hagerd.’ — 
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The next examples are the 4/pirant to Powér, and the 
Candidate for Litcrary Fame; and he concludes with the Soi. 
dier of Fafbion: 


¢ At the call of honour, a young man of family dnd fortune, ac. 
cuftomed to the gratifications of the table, and a life of eafe and yo- 
luptuonfnefs, quits every valuable aiid tender connection at home, 
dnd fubmits at once to all the painful duties and hard fare of a camp, 
in an enemy's country. He travels through dreary {wamps, and in- 
- hofpitable forefts, guided only by the track of favages. He traverfes 
mountains, he pafles and repaffes rivers, and marches feveral hundred 
miles, with fcarcely bread to eat, or change of raiment to put on, 
When night comes, he fleeps on the ground, er perhaps fleeps not 
at ail; and at the dawn of day refiimies his labour. At length, he is 
fo fortunate as to find his enemy. He braves death, amid all the 
horrors of the field. He fees ‘his companions fall around him—heis 
wounded, and carried into a tent, or laid in a waggon ; where he is 
left to fuffer pain and anguth, with the noife of deftruétion found- 
ing in his ears. After fome weeks, he recovers, and enters afrefh 
upon duty.—And does the Captain of thy falvation, O thou who 
ftyleft thy {elf the foldier and fervant of Jefus Chrift—does He requise 
any thing like this, at thy hands? Or canft thou deem him an auf- 
tere Mafter, becatife thou art enjoined to live in fobriety and purity, 
to fubdue a turbulent paflion, to watch an hour fometimes unto pray- 
er, or to mifs a meal now and then, during the feafon of repentance 
and humiliation ? Blufh for flame, and hide thy face in the duft!’ 


The difcourfe on the Sea prefents us with many ingenious 
and well exprefled obfervations; but the Hutchinfonian fan- 


cies that abound in it have too much the appearance of pecu- 
liar conceits: 


¢ When man was firft formed, creation was his book, and God his 
preceptor. The elements were fo many letters, by means of which, 
when rightly underftood, and put tozether, the wifdem, power, and 
goodneis of the great Creator became legible to him. 

‘ The proficiency made by Adam under his heavenly teacher, 
appears from the circumftance of his impofing upon the creatures, 
When they were brought to him for that purpofe, names expreflive of 
their natures’; a tafk which he could never have performed, unlefs, 
by the afliftance of his divine guide, he had firft been introduced to 
an intimate acquaintance with thofe natures. | 

‘ Happy the times, when all knowledge thus lay in one vor 
lume !’— 


In the following paffage the thoughts to us appear moft fine 

gularly ftrange ; 
¢ The Saviour was God, that Ke might fave us by his ‘almighty 
power; that he might remove the mot? itubborn difficulties in the 
. way 
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to our falvation ; that he might fubdue our enemies, command 


in abolifh death, and vanguifh hell; that he might fatisfy juttice, 


conciliate and appeafe, by dignity of perfon, value of merit, near- 
nefs and dearnefs to the Father ; that on his doétrine, his example, 
ind his laws, might be ftamped the character of divinity, denomi- 
nating them the coin of heaven, the royal image and fuperfcription, 
which it is treafon to efface.’ 


We will clofe our extraéts with one upon Faith: 


‘ A ftrange doétrine has of late years been diffufed among us, that 
fincerity 18 every thing ; that if a'man be but /acere, it matters not 
what he believes, or what he does. If this principle be carried to 
it’s full extent, it muft take away all diftinétion between truth and 
falfehood, right and wrong; it fets upon a level thofe who crucified 
Chrift, and thofe who accepted him as their lord and mafter ; thofe 
who perfecuted the Chriftians, and the Chriftians who were perfe- 
cuted. Many who affifted at the crucifixion of Chrift, might really 
imagine that he was a deceiver, and that they did right in fo punifh- 
inghim. But was he therefore a deceiver, or did they do right? 
§t. Paul teil us, that, in his unconverted ftate, he “ verily thought 
he ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jefus of Naza- 
reth; and, accordingly, he “ was exceedingly mad againft the dif- 
ciples,’ and would have extirpated that name from the earth, had it 
been in his power. But was he juftified in endeavouring todothis,becaufe 
he had taken up afalie perfuafion? Undoubtedly not. He confefles 
himfelf to have been, on'this account, the greateft of finners, and 
that he obtained mercy only through the undeferved grace and good- 
nefs of God. ‘The cafe is this—'‘efore a man can lay any clam to 
fncerity, in the full and proper fente of the word, he muft be able 
to thew, when God, to whom all things are known, and ai! hearts 
are open, fhali call upon him, that he has not, through indolence, 
neglected to fearch after the truth, nor through pafflion, prejudice, 
or intereft, refufed to-receive it. ‘This will go to the bottom of the 
difpute, and lay open the deception.’ 


To the third yolume is prefixed, from an original, painted 
from the rev. T. Olive, an engraving by Heath, of the bithop; 
concerning which it may be faid, that ‘ though dead he yet 
{peaketh.’ 


SO te. 


Modern France: a Poem. By Fobn Richards, M.A. 410. 
1s. fewed. Robinfons. 1793. 


THis Poem, which was recited in the Oxford theatre, de- 

{cribes, in verfe fufficienily flowing and {pirited, the pre- 
fent ftate of. France; and exhorts the Englifh to continue a 
war, in which, according to the fafhionabie language, we are 
Z 3 fighting 
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fighting for every thing that is perfonally dear to us, The 
whole Poem, except ten introductory lines, is put into the 
mouth of Britannia; rather injudicioufly, we conceive, as fhe 
has not been previoufly perfonified, but ftarts into being, ing 
parenthefis : 


sree 7 


Oe qe ee ee ee 


‘ But from thefe cliffs, my fons, (Britannja cried)’ 


and fo Britannia goes on to fpeak to the end of the chapter, 
Thomfon, ina fimilar poem, thought a more cerémonious jn. 

troduction neceflary: he brings the goddefs to our view with 

her proper infignia; defcribes her attitude, and the expreflion 

of her countenance, before he expects us to receive as genuine, 

the fpeech he puts into her mouth. In the Poem before us, 

the reader is not made fufficiently fenfible whom he has the 

honour of being’ addrefled by. After defcribing the former 

fplendour and gaiety of Paris, whither the youths of Europe 

reforting, 


ee eS - 
OP — — 


¢ Seften’d their fouls beneath a kinder clime, 
And gave to joy the funny hours of prime ;’ 


he laments, that now 


¢ Spirits of death walk frighted Paris o’er ; 
O’erflow her highways with her people’s gore : 
Feaft on the flefh, that fhrines the heavenly foul, 
And mix from human veins the murderer’s bowl,* 


- After mentioning the flight of the emigrants, 


‘ The flaughtering poniard prefling from behind, 
And yells of murderers founding in the wind,’ 


their hofpitable reception is thus touched upon: 


¢ You faw, while then of every joy bereft, 

Cold on your fhores the languid band were left, 

No earthly {pot whereon to lay their head, 

And wandering hopelefs of their daily bread :— 

You faw ;—and round them all your bleffings pour’d, 
Waim’d at your hearth, and cherifh'd at your board, 
Laid them at evening down to gentle reft, 

And hung your fleeces round their naked breaft.’ 


Whether the propbet appears in the following apoftrophe to 
Lewis, time alone can fhow ; but the lines are beautiful and 
do credit to the poet : 


‘ Though fummon’d forth to die, midft hopelefs pains 
Thou left’ft thy queen in prifon and in chains ; 
Thouzh, on thy way, no figh upheav'd the breaft, 
Nor pitying Chriftian bad thy fpirit reit ; 
Though 
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Though Hatred frowning faw thy meeken’d air, | 

Check’d thy laft pardoning words and ftopp’d thy dying 
prayer : 

Yet.to defert fhall human kind be true, 

And Virtue meet on earth her aweful due. 

Ages to come fhall annual pomps beftow, 

And give the confecrated day to woe: 

The hallow’d tapers o’er thy tomb fhall fhine, 

And facred hymn® be chaunted round thy fhrine; 

While pious millions at their altars bend 

To blefs the {pirit of their martyr’d friend. 

The penfive prieft with fad delight fhall tread 

The folemn fpet, where holy Louis bled : 

There melting Pity of thy fall fhall tell ; 

There on thy memory lonely Thought fhall dwell : 

And weeping Freedom endlefs vigils keep, 

O fainted fufferer, where thy afhes fleep.’ 


In the fpirit of Burke, the author next fings the requiem of 
tilts and tourneys, garters and azure ribbands; but when he 
{peaks of the chaffe fair of the court of Verfailles, and boafts 
the influence of thefe gaudes in formirg the heart to moral 
feelings, his fiction is too bold even for poetry. 

The Poem concludes by advifing us, when we have conquered 
France, to be generous, and give them a conftitution formed 
upon the model of ourown. We fhall, probably, have fuffi- 
cient time to reflect upon this piece of advice, before we are 
called to put itin practice. We think the poet, who is in gene- 
ral very corre&t, has taken too great a licence in making the 
participle e/med, ag we never heard of the verb to e/m: 


‘ In elmed vales by many a filent flood.’ 





Twelve Views of Places in the Kingdom of Myfore, the Coun- 
try of Tippoo Sultan, from Drawings taken on the Spot—to 
which are annexed, concife Defcriprions of the Places drawn, 
with @ brief Detail of Part of the Operations of the Army 
under the Marquis Cornwallis, during the late War, anda 
few other Particulars. By R. H. Colebrook, Lieutenant in 
the Service of the Honourable Eafi India Company, who at- 
tended the Army in Capacity of Surveyor. Imperial 410 
12/, 125, 1793. 


"THE Myfore country, till the late campaigns in India, wag 

almoft unknown to Eurepeans. Since that period, when 
the internal parts of the peninfula became objects of attention 
to philofophers and merchants, the watchful jealoufy of the 


ulurper has checked the inquifitive curiofity of ftrangers, ot 
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found his enemies fufficient employment in their own fettle. 
ments. It has been the policy of Hyder and of Tippoo, to 
remove the feat of war into the enemies country; and, de. 
{cending from the hills with a numerous; well appointed ca. 
valry, they have <arried on their attempts in the plaing of the 
Carnatic. When, in confequence of the late vidtories, our 
armies came in fight of Seringapatam, the capital and the re. 
fidence of the ufurper, they furveyed it with almoft as much 
aftonifhment, as the followers of Cortez looked at Mexico, 
furrounded alfo with water, defended by an untried lake, 
{trong fortifications, and a numerous army. 

From accounts of this country, we have already had occa- 
fion to obferve, fhat it is a table land of no inconfiderable ele. 
vation, protected by pafles of difficult afcent, rendered more 
inacceflibie by art. When thefe are furmounted, one —_— 
feature of the country, not indeed peculiar to Myfore, mu 
be a confiderable impediment to invaders ;—we mean the ifo- 
Jated inaccefhible hills; which policy or apprehenfion have 
ftrongly fortified. With all thefe impediments, our troops 
have contended fucceisfully ; and it is with pride and pleafure 
that we furvey in this colleétion, the extent and difficulty of 
the contefts, as well as the face of a country new to the natu- 
ralift and interefting to the politician. ? 

‘Thefe views were taken on the different {fpots, and were not 
the uniform teftimony of thofe, beft able to judge, fo full in 
favour of their accuracy, the peculiar and charaéteriftic marks 
are fufficiently ftriking to eftablith their authenticity. They 
are tinted plates, which unite foftnefs with expreflion, clear- 
nefs, and truth. ‘The def{criptions are chiefly hiftorical; ina 
few inftances, fcientific. As thefe plates are in few hands, 
we fhail give a more full account of them, than we have ufu- 
ally done of fimilar works. 

The firft plate is an eaft view of Bangalore, one of the eat 
lieft conquefts of importance in the ufurper’s dominions. The 
country is elevated, and of courfe temperate. It was built by 
the Hindoos, and in part fortified by them. Its conqueft was 
difputed with fome fhow of refolution by Tippoo, and a little 
firmnefs from the garrifon. Its latitude 12° 57’ 30” north; 
longitude eaft of Greenwich 77° 22’ 17”. 
Thé Jake of Mootey Tallaow, is the fubjeét of the fecond 
laie.; It is formed by clofing up an opening in a femicirculat 
ridge of hills) The embankment is a vaft work of the Hin- 
doos, for the purpofe of abluiion. The fuperfluous water ts 
carried to the neighbouring gardens ; and, as the lake iS higher 
than the adjacent country, it forms, in thefe, pleafing caf- 
cades. 


The beautiful fcenery near this lake, is engraved net 
it 
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third plate. It has been the field of. more. than one bloody 
conteft, but it feems to rival the ancient pomp in peaceful 
calmnefs, and an elegant variety of wood and plain. 

The fourth plate contains pagodas at Mangry, on an elevat- 
ed {pot between fome hills, which are the fubje&s of the fol- 
lowing plates. Thefe temples are now falling to decay, and 
repre(ent different portions of the mythological legends of the 
Hindoos, particularly the incarnations of Vifhnow. 

The north-weft view of Nundy-droog, one of the ifolated 
hills we have mentioned, in north latitude 15°, follows. The 
plain is the higheft in the peninfula, for rivers rife near this 
place, which run to the fea in oppofite direétions. Jt was 
fortified in 14.60 by the Hindoos, conquered by major Gowdie 
in 1791, and, though at the part eafieft of accefs it was de- 
fended by a double wall, the victorious troops loft only five or 
fix men. 

The fubje& of the two next plates is Sewan-droog, an im- 
menfe hill of confiderable acclivity, deemed by Tippoo im- 
pregnable : indeed its appearance juitifies the opinion; yet fuch 
was the {pirit and ardour of the Britifh troops, fuch the panic 
of the enemy, that it was conquered without the lofs of a 
man: a few only were wounded. 

The fouth-weft view of Oottra-durgum, another hill fort 
of the Myfore country, is alfo reprefented in this work. 

The next plate is a weft view of Ramgherry, another hill 
fort, fifty-one miles from Seringapatam. Its itrength is infe- 
rior to that of many other forts of thiskind. It is, however, 
fingularly picturefque, and the plate is highly beautiful. 

The Maufoleum of Hyder Ally, at Laulbaug, difplays only 

the power, the fp!endour, and the filial affetion of Tippoo. 
The archite€ture is evidently Perfian, irregular and unpleaf- 
ing. 
The two laft plates ‘are an eaft and weft view of the capital, 
and are fingularly beautiful in their execution, novel and in- 
terefting in the {tyle of the country they exhibit. Seringapa- 
tam lies in latitude 12° 25' 40” long. 76° 34’ 30” eaft of 
Greenwich ; but it is not equal inextent-or opulence to many 
cities in Indoftan. -It was fpared in the moment of victory 
for political reafons, that we could never underftand. To fpare 
fuch a cruel tyrant, was mercy ill timed and perhaps difplaced, 
The weft view was taken from an ifland above the town, and 
it exhibits the peculiar appearance of the river Cauvery, which 
{urrounds Seringapatam. 

On the whole,. thefe plates will afford.a’pleafing and inter- 
efting fource of refleétion to thofe who are conneéted with 
India, while the ingenuity of lieutenant Colebrook merits ex- 
fenuve encouragement. 

The 
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The Hiftory of Philip Waldegrave. 2 Voli. 12mo, 6s. Boards 
Evans. 1793. 


PP HOSE of our readers who may chance to take up thefe 

two little volumes with the intention of -perufing a novel, 
including in the word novel a number of extraordinary charac. 
ters, pathetic fcenes, new fituations, and wonderful events, 
will certainly be difappointed in their expectations, as the thread 
of adventure which runs through thefe pages is fo flender, that 
the hiftory of Philip Waldegrave might eafily be difpatched in 
half a dozen lines ; for it requires no more than to fay, that 
Philip was bleft with amiable difpofitions and a love of know. | 
ledge ; that, as a {choolboy, he was ftudious, and as an appren- 
tice, fober and diligent; that while he lived in the latter capa- 
city with a furgeon in the country, he fell in love with an ae. 
complifhed and worthy young lady; that he was fortunate 
enough to infpire hér with a- mutual attachment, fufficiently 
ftrong to induce her to refufe a much more {plendid offer ; that 
her relations were at firft much averfe to the chotce the had 
made, but after fome difliculties, through the intervention and 
addrefs of a benevolent friend, were at length perftaded to 
confent to the happinefs of the young couple, on condition 
that the lover fhould change his plan fo far as to take a degree 
and practife phyfic; and that this arrangement having taken 
place, he marries and fettles in London. This we fay is too 
much in the ftyle of ordinary life, to fatisfy thofe who have 
been accuitomed to follow 


The mazes of fome wild and wondrous tale 
From morn to eve. 


But the truth is, the ingenious author has made the florya 
mere vehicle for criticifins, biographical anecdotes, fentiments 
on life and manners,and any thing elfe which may be fuppoled 
to have been ftored in the common-place bogk, or in the recol- 
leQlion of a man of obfervation and general reading.. The 
fentiments are fuch as become a man of liberality, virtue, and 
benevolence; and the characters are fketched from nature; 
but in neither the one nor the other do we meet with any thing 
auew or uncommon ; the fubjects are very flightly connected, 
and the whole has more refemblance to an agreeable, but der 
fultory converfation, than it has to any of the more elaborate 
and regular forms of compofition. The following obfervations 
are equally juft and humane: 


¢ After fome farther converfation, Mr. Grantham, and his two 
companions took leave of Mr. Ackworth, and fet out on their fe 


turn to kLvefham. Jn their way home, they pafied through a coum 
uy 
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try village, the inhabitants of which, it being one of their annual 
fairs, were giving themfelves up to cheerfulnefs and feftivity. This led 
Mr. Grantham to make fome obfervations relative to fuch inftitu- 
tions as were intended for the purpofes of relaxation and eonviviali- 
ty. “In ancient times,” faid he, “ the nobleman and the hufband- 
man relaxed and enjoyed themfelves at the fame {tated periods. An 
affectation, however, now. prevails, not only among men of rank 
and fortune, but even among traders, and perfons little removed 
above the loweft orders of the people, of thinking it beneath them 
to be gay, or to engage in any pleafurable amufements, at thofe 

riods when the Jaborious poor, from ancient cuftom, generally 
give themfeélves up to diverfion and feftivity. But joys as well as 
forrow, is of a focial nature: and I fhould think more favourably 
of the heart of that man, who fhould feel an additional pleafure, 
when he gave himfelf up to gaiety, in finding that he fhared it with 
the humbleft.of his fellow-creatures. Nor fhould I fufpeét that he 
poflefled, on that account, the lefs elevation of mind. I fhould 
give him credit for his benevolence, and fhould not think the worfe 
of his philofophy, 

“ The diforders, that fometimes happen cn fuch occafions, have 
been urged with much plaufbility. But fairs, and fimilar places of 
entertainment for the poor, fhould, in my apprehenfion, be regu- 
lated, and not abolifhed. The labours of the peafant fhould be 
fometimes rendered lefs irkfome by occafional intervals of cheer- 
fulnefs and feftivity. . Thofe who have it at all times in their power 
to live luxurioufly, and who are never compelled to lzbour, have 
not that occafion for periods of relaxation which the laborious poor 
have: and yet the amufements of perfons of rank and fortune are very 
humerous. But in our laws refpecting the poor, and our modes of 
reafoning concerning them, there is too great a want of benevolence 
and humanity. 

“ The intemperance of the poor at fuch times is often mentioned. 
{ntemperance is cenfurable either in the rich or in the poor ; but it 
is more pardonable in the latter than in the former ; and it fhould 
be remembered, that the abolition of fairs does not prevent intem- 
perance. At fairs,- part of the inoney of the peafant, or of the me- 


chanic, is often {pent otherwife than in the purchafe of liquor; and 


Where there are no amufements, or diverfions, or public games for 
the poor, they fpend, perhaps, more of their time, and of their 
money, in the houfes appropriated to drinking only. Superitition was 
too much intermingled with many of the ancient inftitutions of this 
kind ; but if this beaveided, Ithink certain times of relaxation and 
feftivity for the poor, efpecially when attended with athletic exer- 
cifes, are founded on reafon, humanity, and found policy ; and 
they have the fanétion of the pureft:ages of antiquity, and of the 
moft enlightened and illuftrivus nations.” 
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A Tranflation of the Table of Chemical Nomenclature, pro fed 
by De Guyton, formerly De Morveau, Lovoifer, Bertha 
and De Fourcroy; with Additions and Alterations : to Bi 
are prefixed, an Explanation of the Terms, and fome Obfer. 
vations on the new Syfiem of Chemifiry. to. 65. Beards, 
Johnfon. 1794. os 


SOME time has elapfed fince we {poke of chemiftry and the 
new fyftem. In our chemical warfare we oppofed it ftre- 
nuoufly, but had gradually yielded to the force of evidence in 
fome points; ‘and, when we laft mentioned it, began to fear 
that the foundations of phlogifton were utterly. deftroyed. 
‘Time has added to the difhculties we found in defending the 
favourite principle of Stahl, and we muft now yield pa Fo 
converts ‘to the weight of well-attefted faéts ; to a chain of 
evidence complete, fatisfattory, and decifive. Kirwan and 
Black, the moft vigorous defenders of Stahl, have laid down 
'*their arms—Prieftley, himfelf indeed a hoft, alone remains: 
yet attacked in his fortrefs, defpoiled of his moft powerful 
weapons *, yielding to force without, and conviétion within; 
we augur, that he-will alfo foon confefs himfelf conquered. 
—But to this fubje& we fhall return at the conclufion of our 
article. . 
In the year 1788, Mr. St. John publifhed his Englith verfion 
of the New Nosenclature, and in our account of it in the 
LXVth. volume of this Journal, we explained it, and ap- 
peared amongft its moft eager opponents. Though we have 
now changed our opinions, we have no hefitation in referring 
to that article, for fome of the objeétions ftill exift, and the 
others were, at that time, valid. At prefent, the difputed 
points are eftablifhed; what was probable is rendered almoft 
certain, and what was fufpected has been fince proved. 

Mr. St. John’s tranflation does not however preclude the 
‘prefent work. After a period, wlien fcience has haftily ad- 
vanced, the foundation of the fyftem can be given with more 
precifion, and the terms explained with more {cientific accu- 
racy. Dr. Pearfon has added to and altered the table, fo far 
as he is guided by new difcoveries ; he has elucidated the whole 
with happinefs and precifion, and has defended the fyftem of 
Lavoifier with fingular fkill and ability. 

Dr. Pearfon hegins with fhowing the propriety of denomi- 
nating each fimple fubftance by aname ; and compounds, with 
the additions of adjunéts, expreffive of their nature. He 





* We truft no one will be fo abfurd as to confider thefe metaphors as in the 
leaft applying to any thing but /cientific contefts. We utterly difclaim any other 


alluiion. 
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traces the gradual progrefs of new and defcriptive names in 
harmaceutical works, and introduces fome juft criticifms on 
the Nomenclature of the London and Edinburgh Colleges in 
their late Pharmacopoeias. 


‘| have faid that in many inftances the names of the difpenfatories 
of London and Edinburgh do not denote the chemical compofition 
of medicines; as inftances, I point out antimonium yvitrifactum, 
which isccmpounded of oxyd of antimony and fulphur, and fulphur 
gntimonii pracipitatum, alfo compounded of the fame fubftances ; 
crocus antinionii, a compound of oxyd of antimony and fulphur 
mixed with potafh and muriate of.foda ; flores zinc, a compound of 
zinc and oxygen; magnefia, a compound confifting of magnefia and 
carbonic acid ; alumen, which confifts of fulphurie acid united to 
alurina; calomelas is compounded of oxyd-of mercury and muria- 
ticacid ; natren and kali przeparatum are compounded of carbonic 
acid and a peculiar fpecies of alkaline falt; flores benzoés are an 
acid. 7 

* I have faid that in thefe pharmacopoeias fome terms have been 
erroneoufly impoied, for they fignify a different compofition from 
the compofition of the medicines they denote, as in the inftance of 
the hydrargyrus nitratus ruber; in which I can difcoyer no nitrous 
acid, as its name implies, but merely oxygen and mercury ; and ful- 
phur antimonii precipitatum, which is not fulphur precipitated 
froin antimony, but a compound confifting of oxyd of antirnony 
united to fulphur, and which is therefore called, in the new fyitem, 
fulphurated antimonial oxyd. 

‘ | have affirmed alfo that many ofthe names inferted for the firft 
time, on the authority of the colleges of London and Edinburgh, do 
not convey a juft meaning of the fubftances which they fhould fig- 
nify. ‘The werd kali, hitherto ufed to fignify the plant whofe athes 
contain a fpecies of alkaline falt, which by uniting with acidulous 
tartrite of potafh, ferves to compofe the falt popularly known by the 
name Rochelle Salt, in the London Pharmacopoeia fignifies a totally 
different fpecies of alkaline falt, namely, that which, by uniting to 
acidulous tartrite of potafh, produces tarttite of potafh or folubletar- 
tar, The fubftance named kali is compofed of carbonic acid and a 
peculiar alkaline fait, which compofition is not implied by this name. 
In this inftance, too, the rule that new names fhall not be intro- - 
duced unneceffarily is violated, ‘for thofe already:in-ufe, viz. potafh, 
vegetable alkali, &c. were-at leaft as proper as'thofe newly intro- 
duced. ‘Fhename lixiva, in the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, infert- 
ed to fignify the fpecies of -alkali juft mentioned to be fignified by 
the name kali, is from the words lix and lixiva, and lixivium, ufed 
by Pliny to fignify a ley or folution in water of the faline matter of 
the athes. of fuel. ‘This name lixiva cannot furely with propriety be 
Wied to denote the fubftance intended to be fignified by it, viz. a 
com- 
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compound confifting of carbonic acid and a peculiar fpecies of af. 
kaline falt. bi 

‘ The word natron in the London Pharmacopoeia not only doe 
not denote the compofition of the fubftance, which fubftance.is com: 
pounded of the carbonic acid and a peculiar fpecies of alkaline 
falt, but it is a corruption of the word Nétpo» or nitrum, dnd this 
word fhould have been again brought into ufe if it was thought to be 
a proper denomination for the compound of carbonic acid and al. 
kali. It does not, however, feem proper to introduce this name 
even with the original orthography, not only for the reafon juft men- 
tioned, but becaufe, ever fince the difcovery of gunpowder, the 
word nitrum has fignified a falt which contains an acid called nitrous 
acid. ‘The word natron alfo fhould not have been ufed, as other 
names already well underftood might have: been chofen, namely, 
foda, foffile alkali, &c.’ 


Our author next proceeds to explain his table, which is 
adapted chiefly to his own chemical clafs. Among the uncom. 
pounded fubftances, he has inferted the new difcoveries, ftra- 
nite, a new metal; radical laccie, an acid, and the new earth 
of Klaproth, the adomantine fpar, and the new earth from 
Botany Bay. Ammoniac is alfo now found to be a compound 
compofed of azote, or, as our author calls it, nitrogen or hy- 
drogen. Dr. Pearfon objects to the term azote, as not derived 
from a chemical property, but from a circumftance implyinga 
negative, and a negative not peculiar to this gas—objections, 
we think, fufliciently valid. Yet nitrogen we cannot approve, 
for fimilar reafons, that we formerly objected to oxygen, &e. 
that they do not imply fimple properties, but the -effeéts of 
combiuation, in which the different airs do not always form 
the principal ingredient. 

The names of the alkalies, our author alfo objects to; ne 
tron, he obferves. with propriety, is a corruption of nitron, 
and we find in Pliny, the foffil alkali called nitron: at leafthe 
applies this term to the falt difcovered, where we now find the 
alkali. Soder he prefers to natron, though to this -alfo there 
ate objections. Potafh, he thinks, a better term than kali. 
In Dr. Pearfon’s table, the fynonyms are added in a correl- 
ponding column. 

The defence of the New Nomenclature againft the attacks 
of Mr. Keir, the tranflator of Macquer’s Chemical Dictionary 
deferves much attention : it is pointed, and, in general,, fatis 
fa€tory. Perhaps Mr. Keir may have already forfaken his for- 
mer ftandard. The following remarks are peculiarly ‘judi 
cious : 


¢ The tranflator does not feerh to comprehend the grand {cope of 
anew Chemical Nomenclature : the ebje@ 7s not merely, or princi 


pally, 








ce 


Tranflation of the Table of Chemical Nomenclature. 435 


pally, io avoid error in the ufe ot fubftances occafioned by the erro= 
neous import of their names, but to facilitate the acquifition and re- 
tention of the knowledge of the properties of fubftances. As to the 
impracticability of the introduction of a new language, already at 
leat one half of the chemical writers and teachers employ it. And 
to fuppofe that a language is unattainable, the names of which fhall 
denote the conitituent parts and characteriftic properties, is to fup- 

fe that the knowledge of the compofition of fubftances is amat- 
tainable; but it will-furely be allowed that we are acquainted, pre- 
bably, with the conftituent parts of fulphuret of potafh, of nitrite of 
potafh, and of feveral thoufand double and triple combinations ; and 
it cannot be denied alfo that properties are known which are charac- 
teriftic of a great number of fimple fubftances by which thefe com- 
pounds are produced. It is prefumed that few perfons will obje& 
to the introdu€tion of names denoting the fuppofed compofition of 
bodies, and their charaéieriftic properties, and analogous according 
to the analogy of the fubftances ; in place of abfurd names, and names 
which have no analugy to one another, however analogous the fub- 
ftances ; and efpecially when it is confidered that the number of 
newly-difcovered bodies, which are not fcarcely yet known by any 
popular name, exceed the number of the old ones ;—that it is only 
by fuch a method of naming that the memory becomes equal to the 
recollection of fo great a number of fubftances ;—and that even fup- 
pofing hereafter fome errors in the names from compofition fhould 
be difcovered, or properties more chraracteriftic be known, the lan- 
guage will have anfwered its grand purpofe, that of promoting 
{cience.’ . , 


The Poftcript relates to Dr. Prieftley’s two Eflays, relative to 
the Generation of Air. With refpeét to the firft, Dr. Pear- 
fon replies to the experiments defigned to prove that a mixture 
of hydrogen and oxygen really produces nitrous acid, and not 
water, even when azote is completely excluded. Dr. Pearfon 
thows, that the prefence of azote cannot be wholly prevented, 
but that it has no effect in the production of water. In the 
experiments of Fourcroy, Vauquelin, and Seguin, it remained 
after the produétion of water, increafed a little in quantity, 
probably from the atmofpheric air contained in the cylinders 
of the gazometer. 

The principal arid moft forcible obje€tion to Dr. Prieftley’s 
fecond Paper is, that the experiment of the fpontaneous change 
of water into air, is not carried fo far as wholly to exclude ae 
fufpicion, that the air may have been really contained in the 
water. 

__ From thefe experiments, Dr. Prieftley feems to give up the 
idea of water being an elementary fubftance. It is compofed, 
he thinks, of phlogifticated and dephlogifticated airs, deprived 


of their heat: Yet, if, in repeating the experiments of Four- 
Croys 














336 Montury Catarocueg. 


croy, the quantity of azote is not decreafed during the forma. 
tion of water; if it acts as a foreign fubftance, neither impe- 
ding the union nor refolution of the two ingredients, its agen. 
cy mutt be abandoned ;—and we may add, that with it, the 
caufe of phiogifton, hanging on this one thread, muft fall, — 
But, on this fubject, we may foon expect farther elucidation, 
We mutt not, however, leave Dr. Pearfon, without expret. 
fing our gratitude for his inceffant labours in the caufe of 
{cience, and our fatisfaction at his progrefs. 








MONTHLY CATALOGUE 


die die ie Sate ae Be ore 


A friendly and conftitutional Addrefs to the People of Great Britain, 
By Francis Plowden, LL.D. of Gray's Inn, Conveyancer, Auth 
of Fura Anglorum—The frort Hiftory of the Britifh Empire during 
the laft twenty Months, Sc. 8vo. 1s. Robinfons. 1794. 


]*% our review of Mr. Plowden’s Hiftory, we could not help con- ° 


fidering him as coming in fome degree under the denomination 
of a party writer. On perufing the prefent Addrefs, however, we 
feel almoft difpofed to retract this opinion; and moft heartily wih 
that every political production was written in a {tyle of moderation 
and candour, fimilar to that before us. It is at the fame time ren- 
dered invaluable by that quality which was fo confpicuous in the 
Hiftory, a well-grounded knowledge of our conftitution, and by a 
large portion of good fenfe, which is difperfed through the whole. 
As far as the late affociations were intended to preferve our con: 
ftitution from rafh and dangerous innovation, they had our hearty 
approbation ; but we cannot help agreeing with Mr. Plowden, that 
fome of them have affrted too much. ‘To know of plots and confpi- 
racies againft the ftate, andnot profecute the perfons concerned, 
was Certainly, both in law and equity, to be participes crimints, 0 
in the ‘law phrafe, accefforics to the fad. Mr. Plowden exprefits 
himfelf as follows upon this fubje& : 


¢ They have ftudioufly difavowed all conneétion with minifters 
and they -have formally publifhed, by the immediate order of thett 
committee, that it was known that emiffaries were paid by Francet 
fiir up fedition, and engineers fent to aft in military operations ; that 
a revolt was planned in the beginning of December, when the Towt 
was to have been feized: the agents in thefe defigns, Ywhether French 
Englifh, were likewife known. Either thefe facts were known through 
the affociators to minifters, or through minifters to the affociator 
If the faéts did really exift, the affociators never brought .a fingle 
perfon to trial for any one of them, and fo were: infincere in thet 
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profefidns and delufive in their engagements : if they did riot exift; 
they were highly criminal in endeavouring to alarm the country by 
fach calumniating and wicked falfehoods. ‘The facts themfeives, — 
which are fo ‘publicly declared to be Anown, were acts of the higheft 
and rankeft treafon; and by the 1 Edw. VI. it is enaéted, Zhat con- 
cealment or keeping fecret any high treajon faall be from henceforth ad- 
judged, deemed and taken, mifprifion of trea/on ; and the offender theres 
in all forfeit and fuffer as in cafes of mifprifion of treason as hereto- 
fore hath been ufed.’ 

A Letter to a Member of the Houfe of Commons, upon the Meeting of 
Parliament. By the Author of the Letiers to Mr. Fox, upon the 
dangerous and inflammatory Tendency of his Conduét in Parliament, 
and upon the Principles, Duties, and Compofition of Minorities, 

Bw. 3s. Owen. 1794. : 
This author argues with vehemence both againft the policy and 

condu¢t of the prefent war with France; which he affirms to be not 
oniy pernicious to the interefts, but difgracful to the arms, of the 
nation. From the unqualified afperity which he ditcovers againft 
the minifters, a reader might be apt to conclude that he was a zea- 
lous abettor of oppofition; but he difapproves fo much, at the fame 
time, of the principles of the latter, that we cannot avoid abfolving 
him from that imputation, He may therefore be confidered as one 
of a third party in the clafs of political agitators; though, whether 
he be aétuated by interefted motives, fo generally predominant in 
dicufions of the prefent nature, we {hall not take upon us to de- 
termine. 


The Complaints of the Poor People of England. By G. Dyer, B. A. 
late of Emanuel College, Cambridge. Second dition, correBed, 
altered, and much enlarged. 8vo0. 25. Ridgway. 1793. 

' Ifwe are not miftaken, the prefent liberal and eniightened attor- 


‘Rey-general of this kingdom, in one of the late trials, laid it down . 


asa principle, that no publication ought to be accounted libellous 
which ftated the abufes and grievances of thé conititution, provided 
it alfo failed not to fet forth the advantages and excellencies of it. 
With fubmiffion to fo great an authority, for whom we carinot but 
feel the moft unfeigned refpect, we cannot help thinking that an au- 
thor may fairly ftate the grievances attending any fyftem of govern- 


, Meat, without going out of his way to preient us with a lift of its 


advantages, provided he ftates them fairly, in decent and liberal 
terms, without a view, of exciting tumult or infurrection, and for 
the falutary purpofe of procuring a remedy, 

All human inftitutions are liable to error and abufe, and thefé 
abufes cannot be reétified, without the attention of government and 
the public is excited towards them. Of the grievances enumerated 
by Mr. Dyer, fome are undoubtedly real; fome, weare of opinion, 
ae: chiefly imaginary. That our fyftem of penal laws might be 


amended, few perfons’of candour and humanity will difpute; that 
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gur civil laws might be revifed to advantage, and the length, iat. 
cacy, and expences of law proceedings greatly diminithed, is equally 
gdvious. That fome things in our ecclefiaftical eftablifament might 
be amended, and particularly the wretched provifion for fome of the 
inferior clergy, we are difpofed to allow—But qn fome of thefe to. 
pies Mr. Dyer goes too far for us, or, we. think, for any pradent 
reformer. The ignorance of the poor isa deplorable ciscumftance; 
but we do not know in what manner to re¢tify it, except by pro- 
mroting as much as poffible the excellent inftitution ef Sunday- 
fchools; and by leffening as much as poflible the burdens of that 
clafs of fociety, by taking off the taxes from the neceffaries, and 
laying them on the luxuries of life. With refpeé to the poor rates, 
we entirely difagree with our author; the adminiftration of them 
may be liable to fomeabufes, and thefe abufes ought, as far as pof- 
fible, to be rectified; but the inftitution is, on the whole, we are 
eonvinced, of the moft falutary nature, and is the only means of 
making the profligate, the rich, and the felfifh, contribute to the al- 
leviatiow of the miferies of age, infirmity, and indigence. 

~ Our author’s remarks on taking fees at hofpitals, and other abufes 
in thefe inftitutions, are well worthy attention, as well as his: obfer- 
vations onthe ftate of the prifons. Ina word, the patriot and the 
legiflator may find many ufeful hints, and many preffing calls upon 
his benevolence and humanity, in this pamphlet. 

' Asa fais {pecimen.of the information contained in this publication, 
we préfentour reader with the following fhort paragraph : 


* On going into the debtors’ court of the county gaol in the bo- 
rough, and in the Marfhalfea, I was not a little affected on feeing 
forty hearty men, for in each prifon thefe were, I think, about that 
number, doing nothing but fauntering backwards.and forwards, ot 

‘{moaking, and drinking porter. The impreflion: made on me by the 
following circumftances, I fhall never forget :—When I was in the 
court of the Marfhalfea prifon, a poor man was carried out to be 
buried, followed by his: wife and three children. The debtors told 
me, his cafe was this: He had been in but three days, and was ina 
dving ftate, when admitted. The poor man was.very earneft to be 
faffered to die at home: and the prifoners drew up a petition to the 
creditor, and raifed a fubfcription. They thewed me the fublerip- 
tion-lift. Ehey could not raife the fum, though it was only three 

unds and odd: the ereditor exclaimed, “ Let him die, and be 


damned !” 

A New Year's Gift to the People of Great Britain, containing the 
Refolutions of a Soctety ;. in which, who are Friends of the People? 
Reform, Liberty, Equality, and the Expediency of the French War, 

: are fepaxaicly cinfidcred. Svo. 64, Edinburgh, Creech: 1794 
The cammon topics, expreffed in the title, are laid down here ia 

the orm of refolutions by a Society, real or pretended. Some things 


are taken for granted, without proof; and fome things proved, we 
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nobody difputes. The author is a ftrenuous advocate for the pre- 
fent fyftem ; but his defence of the war will not, we fear, be fol+, 


owed by conyittion, — 


Eaft India Houfe. A Continuction of the Series of the feveral Debates that 
- have taken Place at the India Houfe, on the following importgnt Sub- 
* feds: the general Principles of the Company’s New Charter, and the 

various Claufes which it contains, re/peting the political and commer 
- cial Interefts of the India Company and its funded Property, And 

alfo, the Debates upon the important Services of Marquis Cornwal- 
‘ Tis, the propofed Remuneration of the Exertions of that able and 

fuccefiful Commander, and the general Situation of the Company's 
_ military Eftablifhment. Reported by William Woodfall, late Edis 
_ tor of the Diary. Ato. 356d, White. 1793. 

We are of opinion, with the able editor of this work, that the 
topics adverted to in it, * material as they are to the Eaft India pro- 
prietors, are not lefs fo to the nation at large.” For this reafon, a pub- 
lication which ftates the arguments and opinions of thofe gentlemen 
who were clofely engaged in affairs of fo much commercial impor- 
tance, can run nd rifque of being thought ‘ frivolous.’ The public 
are well aware of the fubjeéts which occafioned thefe difcuffions ; 
for which reafon, little more can be expeéted from us, than an api- 
nion as to the accuracy with which they are reported. On this fub- 
jeét we can only fay, that we place great reliance on the known ta- 
lents of Mr. Woodfall in this particular way. One of the moft iin- 
portant points gained on the part of the proprietors, is that relative 
to freight, on which we find the following remark : 

‘ Tt is well known, that the editor attended the whole of the dif- 
cuflion of the great queftion of freight, and ‘he believes no perfon 
prefent, whatever might be his ftake in the capital ftock of the com- 
pany, felt more fatisfaction than he did, at beholding a refolution 
receive the fanétion of a moft crouded and refpeétable general court, 
which determined that this very extenfive branch of its expenditure, 
fhould be conduéted in future, “ upon principles of fair, well re- 
gulated and open competition.” When thofe who have been con- 
ftant {pectators and auditors of thefe wordy wars, lodk back at the 
controverfies they have witnefled, they cannot but fecl.a mixture of 
admiration and pride at the perfeverance of thofe men, who, with 
fuch intrepidity, ability and virtue, began iti the firft inftance, to 
Oppofe a fyftem as impolitick as profufe, when their numbers were 
{mall, and their ftrength fo apparently inadequate to the tak they 
bad undertaken ; whofe continued firmnefs, and irrefiftible appeals 
to the general court, excited attention, provoked enquiry, and be- 
got afliftance from quarters, from whence, at their onfet, they had 
{carcely a reafonable expeétation of fupport, till at length the tide of 
truth carried all before it, reduction followed reduction ; thefe who 
felt it no longer prudent publicly to refift, found it right filently to 
_ faz concede ; 
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concede; and at this hour we have to congratulate the proprietors 
upor an annual faving of at leaft HALF A MILLION fterling! |) 
© The advantages which neceffarily follow, are as infinite a6 they 

are important, and though pervading the whole fyftem of their af. 
fairs, may perhaps be comprifed in thefe two ideas, increa/ed culti. 
vation of Britifh territory, and increafed confumption of Briti/ft many 
facture. 

‘ To have effected this is great, but to have eftablithed the prin. 
ciple above ftated, and which we underftand the direétors are now 
about to aét upon, in order to make this faving permanent, is an 
atchievement which neither ought to be, nor can be forgotten.’ 


War with France, the only Security of Britain, at the prefent momen. — 
tous Crifis ; fet forth in an earneft Addrefs to his Fellow Subje&:, 
By an Old Englifiman. 8vo. 15. Nicol. 1794. | 


A pompous declamation on the maflacres.of France, and an at! 
tempt to prove that a peace would ruin the merchants of this coun- » 
try, conftitute the merit of this pamphlet; in which we can difcover 
nothing new, and nothing convincing. 


Eaft India Houfe. Debate on the Expediency of cultivating Sugar in 
the Territories of the Eajft India Company. With the Speeches of 
Randle Fackfon, and George Dallas, Efgrs. for and againft that 
important Propofition. Reported by William Woodfall, late Editw 

of the Diary: 4to. 1s. White. 1793. 
The public are not unacquainted with the meafures adopted by 

the Eaft India company relative to the importation of fugar. The 

two learned. barrifters, whofe. {peeches form an important part,of 
thefe reports, differed, it feems, on the expediency of the meafure. 

The editor, however, afferts, that this branch of our oriental traffic 

‘ has already increafed tenfold,’ and that it ‘ bids fair to become the 

moft extenfive and productive commerce ever carried on between a 

parent ftate and her colonies.’ 


Refle@ions on the Propriety of an immediate Conclufion of Peace. Svs. 
: 2s. 6d. Stoekdale. 1793. : 


_ This is a profeffed attempt to anfwer Mr. Jafper Wilfon’s cele- 
brated Letter to Mr. Pitt. ‘The author, who, we are to underftand, 
is a Mr. Vanfittart, undertakes to prove that Mr. Wilfon’s four lead- 
ing affertions are without foundation: namely, ‘ That the war int 
which this country is engaged againft France, is totally unneceflary 
and unprovoked—that all the diftrefs of our commerce has been 
owing to the war—that peace may be obtained—and that it is the 
only means of preventing the ruin of our commerce, and perhaps 
of our government.’—Mr. Vanfittart, therefore, takes’ great pains 
to prove that the French were the firft aggreffors, and quotes many 
of the hot-headed {peeches of the Jacobines ‘and convention-mem- 
bers; but with equal propriety might a Frenchman object the ‘vio- 
lent fpeethes of Mr. Burke and others, which paffed in the Britith 

parliament 
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iament nearly three years ago. “We are far from thinking that 
he has cleared up this queftion in a fatisfactory manner. . With re~ 
gard to the diftrefs 6f our, commerce’ not being occafioned by the 
war, he is not, more fuccefsful. -If we allow that our commerce 
was diftrefled defore the war, furely no-man weuld expeé that war 
fhould relieve that diftrefs. War may give a fillip to the manufac 
tory of articles neceflary for the naval or military fervice ; but we 
cannot, with our author, confider this as a ¢ great commercial ad~ 
vantage.’ —He is, however, farther of opinion, that, as the Englith 
will get poffeflion of almoft every foreign market during the war, it 
will bea full equivalent for the lofs of trade with France. The Le-° 
vant trade, likewife, that to the Baltic, and to the diftant parts of 
Germany, will prodadly be almoft totally transferred to our merchants,: 
even after the reftoration of tranquillity, with a very large fhare of 
the Italian and Spanifh trade, which muft during the-war be com- 
pletely in our power. Asto peace, ‘he cannot fee how that can be 
procured on terms of fecurity from the prefent leading men of France. 
Our great commercial refources, he thinks, will afford.a fufficient 
refutation of Mr. Wilfon’s fourth pofition; but we queftiom whether 
the prefent fituation of the manufactures in this country will admit 
of reprefentations fo flattering as he has given. Upon the whole, 
however, although we are far from thinking that he has fucceeded 
againft his able antagonift, hehas difplayed a confiderable know- 
ledye of his fubjeét, and has availed hiimfelf of official tables and ac . 
counts with great ingenuity.’ © TOR 


Advice to the Advifers, or free Comments upon, the dangerous Tendency 
of certain late Writings, concerning, Equality of Property, and: the 
Happine/s of the Poor ; circulated by the Affociators of Great Bri- 
tain: with Remarks upon a Reform in Parliament, and upon .the 

Confequences of a War. By a. Friend of the People... 8v0. 6d. 
Debrett. 1793. ) 

In this very fenfible publication, the infidious motive, no lefs 
than the dangerous tendency, of imputing indifcriminately to ‘the 
friends of liberty in this country, .a defign to equalize property, are 
very fuccefsfully expofed. Of the affociations againft republicans 
and levellers, the author adds: tht 


If their obje&t be to preferve the continuance of internal peace, 
we will cordially affift them in fo defireable an end. But we mutt. 
have leave to purfue this objeét by means which are humane, 
Patriotic, conftitutional, and juft> F orthe attaintrient of thefe objects, 
We are already combined. © The new ref, applied by infolent fufpi- | 
Gon, we reject with contemptuous difdain:. Our oath of allegiance is 
the bond of oxr-aflociation: pod gO 

* We will not affociate to inflame the mind$ of juries, to over-awe _ 
the regenerated freedom of the prefs, ‘to controul fair difcnflidn, té 
fence liberal enquiry, to: ‘propagate the: principles of feudal fib; 
Million, or the bafe, blafphemous, and exploded do@rines of a 

; | Aa3 Stuart's 
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Stuart’s reign ;--we will not affociate to miflead hone creduliye 
nor to intimidate the free-born native of this free government} byt 
thofe men we will pledge ourfeives to fupport; who are able and 
willing to improve our excellent conftitutian, and: to make the gou 
vernment an objec not of terror and difguft, but of love and ado. 
ration to the meaneft of its fubjeéts. | 

* Keeping the domeftic happinefs of the kingdom for éver in our 
view, and convinced how intimately it is conneéted with external 
tranquillity, we will {tudioufly avoid giving even an implied fane- 
tion toa meafure, which, (however {pecious in its origin, or fuccefs. 
ful in its progrefs) muft probably involve this profperous: nation in 
anarchy and ruis,—a meafure which, by the expences of our arma- 
ments, the lofs of our friends, the decline ef our population, the itt 
terruption. of our manufaétures, the feizure of our merchantmen, 
and @ prodigious increafeof annual taxation, muft ultimately tend to 
irritate the mild forbearance of the Enylifh people, and to engender 
a {pirit of remonitrance and difcontent.’ 


The Trial of the Rev, Thomas Fyfie Palmer, before the Circuit Cours 
of Fupficiary, held at Perth, on the 12th and 13th of September, 
1793, On an Indi&iment for feditious Pradtices, Taken in Cours 
by Mr. Ramfay, an_eminent Short-Hand Writer from Lond 

- With an Appendix. 8vo, a5. 6d. Ridgway... 1793- 


This trial is rendered, remarkable; chiefly for the punifment ite 
fliéted on the defendant. Mr. Palmer was:aceufed: of having writ. 
ten, or caufed to be written, publithed, or caufed to be publithed, 
a feditions handbill which, ih terms rather wild and unguarded, called 
upon the people to preférve their zeal for a parliamentary reform, 
upon the plan of univerfal fuffrage. After long and learned plead- 
ings, and the examination of many Witneffes, the jury unanimoully 
declared liim guilty, and he was, riext day, fentenced to be tranf. 
ported for the term of feven years, to fuch place as his majefty thall 
appoint, ‘Trials of this kind, we cafinot dofifider as objects of cri- 
ticifm, but we are obliged to remark, that no proof was brought of 
Mx. Palmer’s having written the handbill; on the contrary, the real 
writer of it appeared as‘an.evidence- for the crown; but if appeared 
that Mr. Palmer had affifted in the circulation of it, Mr. Palmet 
likewife-was indicted by. a wrong’ name, 4nd there was an error i 
the record, which in this country would have been, fatal... As tothe 
fentence, it muft unqueftionably be thought fevere by thofe whe 
live under the EnglifhJaws., “Ehe emirieat jhort-hand writer, who 
réports this trial, appears to have aéted undér the impulfe of forme 
very extraordinary fears, asd ¢teat-partiofithe fpeeches are give 
fuch a ftate of mutilation, that he muft have fuppofed: it treafon 
record the words of the Scotch’ judges. A fpeech intended to-have 
been delivered by Mr. Palmer, had-he not émployed counsel, 1s 917 a 
in the Appendix, and {peaks mugh for the goodnefs of hus eal 










Wow retry, CarTraroéve. 349 


don ince the publication of this, trial, Mr. Palmer has been put 
n board a fhip bound for Botany Bay, in company with a horde 


0 

af convicts from Newgate. 

Ovfervations on the Provetding of the Friends of the Liberty of the 

 Prefi, Ge. December 22, 179%. And an Anfwer to Mr. Exhine’s 
Speech, of Faruary, 19,1793. . By Thomas Barnard, Barrifter 
at Law. 8vo. is. Evans. 1793. 


Mr. Barnard, in a prefatory addrefs, informs us, that thefe Ob- 
fervations 

‘ Were nearly finified when Mr. Bowle’s Short Anfwer, &c. ap- 
peated in print—T he author, finding he had been anticipated if 
fome obfervations, intended to have omitted all the argument that 
Was fimilar; but finding part of it fo much conneéted with the fub- 
je, that if was impraéticable, without much labour, at the pér- 
fuafion of foine friends, he has publifhed them as they ate, -trufting 
to the candour of the public:to believe that it is not impoffible for 
fimilar ideas to fuggeft themfelves to men of the fame profeflion; fq 
commenting on the fame text.’ 


We know not how far the fimilitude extends between thie reafon- 
ing of Mr. Bernard and Mr. Bowles, but this-we well know, that 
both are on a par in point of dullnefs and infipidity.. We wih too 
to admonifh this worthy barrifter, that the ‘ perfuafion of friends, 
is too ftale an apology for intruding on the public a pamphlet, thas 
Can neither inftruét nor entertain. 

A Letter to the Earl of Lauderdale, to prove that the High Court of 
Parliament hasa Jur ifdidtion, in Cafes of Appeal, againft the Fudg> 
ments of the Court of Fufticiary in Scotland. By Fohn Martin, 
of Richmond-Buildings, Soho. Attorney of the Courts of Enylana, 
and Soliciter of the Courts of Scotland ; Author of an Inquiry inte 
the State of the legal and judicial Polity of Scotland, Sc. 8x0.° 
2s.6d. Ridgway. 1793. 


Mr. Martin is of opinion that the dottrine held by many of the 
Scotch lawyers, that the parliament has no jurifdiction over the judg- 
ments of the courts of jufticiary, ia criminal cafes, is @tally without 
foundation, and has arifen from af inattention to legal diftinétions. 
He therefore traces this error to its fource, and from a variety of 
appofite legal cafes. and quotations, has, in our opinion; proved’ his 
Propofition. Since the publication of this pamphlet, however, the 
gueftion has been decided againft him in parliament; notwith{tand- 
ing which, his arguments are arranged with fo much ability and lo- 
gical precifion, that we think it not improbable a very different de- 
sifion will be giveny when the fubject becomes better underftood. - 


A a 4 A Let- 






















a 
wos 


$44 Mownfuty CATALOGUE, 





A Letter to the Kg ; containing fome Obfervations on his Mm 

* Declarations, publifhed in the Gazettes of the 29th of OFober Ghd 
24thof December, 1793. With a Means pointed out for producing’ 
notwithfanding the recent unfortunate Events at Toulon, all iis 
lutary Objects of his M—y’'s Wifhes. Svo. 1s. Ridgway, 

_ This writer, in an affeéted, but flimfy ftyle of humble fubmiffion 
and refpect, intreats his majefty not to believe a word of what his 
minifters, or the houfe of commons, may tell him, but toliften. to 
ee! counfel trom the mouth of this candid gentleman. He expreffes 

is hope that, as his m+——y has amaffed ‘a great private fortune, he 
will give the whole of it to defray the expences of the war, and af. 
fures his m-->=— that, in doing fo, he need’ not be under any appre- 
henfion about his r—-1 widow and children, as the parliament will 
certainly pyovide for them. He alfo propofes that his m—— thall 
conclude a peace on the terms of uti pofidetis, and then, by way, of 
fecuring himfelf from future errors, buy up all the rote boroughs, 
and freien them with houeft fellows, who will tell truth.—Much 
ne will, no doubt, be paid to a writer fo civil and gentleman, 
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The Pindarie Difafer ; or, the Devil Peter's bef? Dofor. A Tale, 
By Paul Pungent, Efg. 4t0. 15. 1793. | 
* The Difafter, our author informs us, which happened to Peter 
Pindar, was, that once upon a time he unluckily fwallowed a large 
ider, as it darted down from the top of his attic ftory, whilft he 

food gazing at it with open mouth, and, that ever fince— 

The {pider’s dire poifon ftill taints his foul veins. 


On this affair of fwallowing the fpider we have nothing to fay; but 
we know that Peter’s lucubrations have fometimes been found very 
efficacious in relieving patients who have fwallowed the codler ; for 
which complaint the recipe of Paul Pungent, efg. does not feem ta 
be equally adapted. 


The Maid of the Caftle, a Legendary Tale. In Three Cantos. to 
. 3s. Lane. 1794, 
A pitiful tale, told in verfe more pitiful ftill. 


Jie Fruits of Retirement ; or, Mifcellaneous Pieces ia Profe and 
Verfe. 35. Robinfons. ©1793. i 

All the:pieces-of this volume are on moral or religious fubjects, 
and it is publifhed for the benefit of the French priefts. As the aus 
thor, in his Dedication, feems to difclaim the pretenfion to fuperior 
talents, and to reft his merits on the defire to ferve the caufe of piety, 
virtue, and charity, we hope he will be content with the praife 
which we°can afford him, without feeling mortified at the withold: 
ing of that which in our confciences we cannot beftow, #4. the 
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Jain, ferious, and we may add, the orthodox Chriftian, thefe mif- 
cellanies may be acceptable for the purpofe of filling up an hour on 
the Sunday evening; but, we apprehend, he would have been itill 
more gratified, if the numerous quotations from Young, Milton, 
&c, had been referred by a note to their refpective authors. 


| MEDICAL 


Pharmacopoeia Chirurgica ; or, Formule for the Ufe of Surgeons ; 
‘including, among a Variety of Remedies adopted in the private 
* Pra@ice of the moft eminent of the Profefion, all the principal For- 
mule of the different Hofpitals, 12mo, 2s.6d. Robinfons. 1794. 


We cannot give a better account of this ufeful publication than 
in the words of its intelligent author ; 


_ It is a faét of which every medical man muft be aware, that, in 
the Pharmacopoeias already extant, a very inconfiderable number 
of formul are included for the particular ufe of furgeons, and many 
gf thefe happen to be fuch as individuals do not altogether approve. 
It may indeed be very reafonably difputed, whether the learned bo- 
dies, who have for a feries of. years fent forth their inftructions on 
this fubjeé&t, be actually competent to the tafk of directing what re- 
medies are adapted to the practice of a branch of the healing art, 
with which they profefs to have no acquain'ance whatever ; and they 
would perhaps have done well, had they acknowledged this incom- 
petency, by leaving entirely out of their new editions, the few topi- 
cal remedies that are at prefent included in them. The defign of the 
following pages, is to fupply the deficiencies alluded to, and to fur- 
nifh the chirurgical practitioner, with a complete colleétion of thofe 
formule, which, in the courfe of his profeflional engagements, he 
muft neceffarily ftand in need of, 

* Since the publication of the Theory of Chirurgical Pharmacy, a 
work, at this time, in a great meafure, obfolete, and difgraced alfo 
with receipts for cofmetics and other ridiculous compofitions, nothing 
of this kind has been attempted, The pradice of the different hofpi- 
tals, has indeed been the fubjeét of a fomewhat later publication, 
but its known inaccuracy, the unfcientific way in which it is put 
together, and the very few chirurgical remedies included in it, afford 
the practitioner a very fcanty fhare of inforsnation. In the prefent 
Work, particular care has been taken to admit only fuch formule as 
ate applicable to furgery, and, of thofe, none but really ufeful and 
sliicacious remedies. Where this rule is difregarded, at leaft, it is 
gnly on the aythority of fome eminent prattitioner, whofe partiality 
lo a particular remedy, has been grounded on a long experience of 
its good effects, and whofe name furnifhes a fort of fanction for its 
introduétion.’ ; 


The following will afford a fpecimen of the execution ; 
‘J N- 
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‘INJECTIO VINI RUBRL 
§ RK Vini rubri unc. xij. 
Ague pure unc. iv. mifce. 

‘ This.is the injection recommended by Mr. Earle in thé ctiregt 
the hydrocele, If the tumour be very large, he direéts it to be 
emptied and the water fuffered to accumulate, till about fix ounces 
are collected. It is then to be tapped in the common-way, and as 
tmhuch of the red wine injection, made blood warm, is to be thrown 
in through the canula of the trocar, as will diftend the tumour to it; 
original fize. It is to be allowed to remain theré for about five mi. 
tutes, after which it is to be preffled out, and, if the fubfequent in. 
flammation prove confiderable, 4 commoh poultice is to be had te. 
courfe to. It appears, from experiments made by other praétition- 
ers, that the cure in this cafe is lefs to be attributed to the miaterjals 
which compofe this injection, than to the mere circumftance of ud. 
denly rediftending the fack : air, the water of the hydrocele, and athet 
liquids, having fucceeded equally well when this circumftanee ha 
been attended to *.’ 





‘KALI PURUM. (L) 

* This is a moft powerful cauftic, and perhaps the moft ufeful, 
for that reafon, of any empioyed in furgery. It acts immediately 
on being applied to a living part, and, in that refpect, has the ad- 
vantage of thofe fubftances which require to be applied for a 


jéngth of time, and whofe action, of courfe, is left moré to 2t- 
cident. In the ftate directed by the College, it has a difpofition to 
liquify, which is exceedingly inconvenient; but it has been improv- 
ed in this refpeét by a fpecies of adulteration practifed by the che- 
mifts, who introduce a {mall proportion of unflaked lime ih fine 
powder, and thus give the fticks, into which it is formed, a {uitable 
decree of folidity. 

* Its principal ufe is for opening abfceffes and venereal buboes, 
and the mode of applying it is as follows. The cauftic being flight. 





‘ * Dr. Donald Monee, in a note, p. 141, of his Effay on the Dropfy, pub- 
lifhed in 1755, {peaks of this mode of radically curing the hydrocele, in the foly. 
lowing terms: “ Mr. Monro, furgeon to lord Hume’s regiment, taking the 
hint from. the method propofed by my father (profeffor Alexander Monro 
Edinburgh): of curing the hydrocele, by raifinga fmall degree of inflamma- 
tion, attempted to make a radical cure in the following manner: After hag 
let ont the water of a large hydrocele, that had been often tapped, he injected 
a littie fpitit of wine into the ferotum, which raifed fo violent an inflammation 
as to bring the patient into great danger, but by bleeding him very freely, he 
was at length relieved of it. His patient recovered, and has never fince had ® 
return of the hydrécéle. This violent inflammat on which the ardent fpirits 
brought on in this patient, induced him to try a milder remedy in the next 
that offered; when, having let out the water, he injeGted fome claret into the 
fcro um, by which means only a flight degtec of faflaminarién was raifed, but 
it fweeeeded to his wifh by completing a cure: fince which time he has made 
feveral radical cures by this remedy alone.’ ly 
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fy moiftened at the end with a little water, is to be rubbed on the 
thinneft, meft prominent, arid moft depending part of the tumour, 
Its immediate effeét will be to_deftroy the fkin, which is to be re- 
moved, and the farther operation of the canftic encouraged, by cons 
tinuing the friétion in various direétions. By a little management " 
of this fort, the living parts may be fucceffively brought into contaé& 
with the cauftic, fo that, af length, a complete opening may be ef+ 
feted. This, however, being a procefs of fome feverity to the pa- 
tient, and the immediate difcharge of the matter of am abfoefs feldom 
if ever requifite, it will be found fufficient to rub the part with the 
cauftic three er four times in the manner defcribed, and afterwards 
cover the efchar with a fmall bit of lint, which may either be con- 
fined by an adhefive plafter, or by a common poultice. In a day 
ot two, the dead portion will bégin fo flough, and the matter will 
finda gradual outlet at the edges. Some caution is neceflary to con- 
fine this application to as {mall a point as pofiible, on account of the 
difpofition of the kali to a& laterally., For this reafon it fhould ra- 
ther be swirled between the finger and thumb, than employed with 
acircuitous motion of the hand, 

‘ Cauftics are applied to varieus parts of the body, with a view of 
exciting a new aétion, and: by that means fuperfeding difeafed ac- 
tion. Under this idea it is, that the late Mr. Pott fuggefied a mode 
of treating incurvations of the dorfal vertebrae in {crofulous patients, 
by applying a cauftic on each fide of the projeétion, and afterwards 
eftablifhing a confiderable drain, by converting them into large 
iffues ; a _ of treatment of which every day’s experience proves 
the propriety.’ 

Every medical man muft agree that the prefent publication was 
much wanted, and there are few, we apprehend, who will be dif- 
wee to deny that the taék, in this inftance, has fallen into able 


NOVELS and ROMANCES. 


The Bafard of Normandy, a Tale, on the Banks of the Seine. In 
Two Vols. By the Author of Tanéred, a Tale of Ancient Times. 
2 Vols. 12m0. §4. Hookham ead Carpenter. 1793. 


We have feldom read a production of this kind framed with lefs 
regard to nature and probability, affording lefs of entertainment in 
the detail, or written in a ftyle (if ftyle it may: be called) fo remark- 
ably {tiff and iingouth. The language is indeed! fo exceedingly in- 
accurate, that we fhould think a foreigner, who had ftudied Eng- 
lid for half.a year, had madé bad. ufe of his time, if he was not 
better acquainted with its grammar and its idioms than the author 


_ Of the following phrafes.  ¢ Requefted his friend that he would take 


the trouble to circwit the caftle, as he was wont hitnfelf to do foort 
alter he had rofe;’ ‘the affront he had éroached on my friend,’ 


§ villainy was jnorting through the country ;’ ‘ fhort and fortuitous as 
our 
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our interview has proved ;’ ‘ when the old friends beheld each 

they /eized an embrace that told the joyful emotions of their bo, 
pare ’ ‘the charms of Elwina had ftruck him with the mof ; in. 
viticible defire to rufh on her beauties in the moft libertine extent,— 
Such, gentle reader, are the flowers we have been able to fele for 
thee, from this performance. ) 


MonTHLY Catarocus. 


The Peaceful Villa, an eveniful Tale. 2 Vols. 12m0. 5s, fred, 
Sael. 1793. 


., Some poor milliner’s apprentice has probably fcribbled the Peace. 
ful Villa, we truft, to keep herfelf from harm.—Execrable as this 
novel is, fhe might have been wor/e employed. 


Melafina; or, the Force of Paffon. Being a well authenticated 
Fad. In a Series of original Letters, 2 Volumes. 12mo, 5, 
| fewed. Nunn. 1793. 


. The heroine. of this production is a frail female, who, after fevee 
ral incidents affecting her character, is at. laft married to the objet 
of her. attachment. The following letter,to her paramour, contains 
fome remarks on 1 the Irith ae which we fhall fubmit to our. 
readers; 

‘ Merasina to Mr. Harrineton. 


‘ How grateful to my heart is the hope you tender me of Emra’s 
happinefs; yet, my friend, I fear thy Melafina avails herfelf of a 
very fallacious plea, to excufe the weakniefs of her heart.. How am 
T altered ! —where is that true fenfe of rectitude, which once glowed 
within my bofam?—my God! have F exchanged this pure light, 
for the falfe glimmer of an ignis-fatuus, which leads me to deftruc-’ 
tion.—O love! how haft thow fafcinated my reafon !—let me drop 
the curtain—let me not view the dangerous precipice it conceals. 

‘I reaflume my former fubjeét—the. people of this country. ’Tis 
time to fay fomething of the ladies. Their ftyle of beauty is entirely 
different from ours; they have in general better faces, their features 

are beautiful, and their blooming complexions will not admit of 
comparifon ; but delicacy of limbs, exquifite fymmetry, and that 
attracting. srace, which feems the happy refult of the whole, are the 
peculiar perfe@tions of an Englifh beauty. Indeed, they have hardly 
an idea of what we call elegant forms. ‘When they tell you fucha 
Jady has a fine figure; you may prepare to fee a very tall, comely: 
lafs, with arms and legs a little too thick for the ftandard of 
delicacy. I once heard an Englifhman fay, coarfe limbs was the 
national infirmity; and I think him right. The accent of the coun- 
try is alfo very difadvantageous to the ladies, and totally deftroys the 
natural fweetiefs of a female voice; ’tis vulgar, drawling, and un- 
harmonious ; but happily they are infenfible to it: the better fort, 
who ‘certainly have leaft of it, will thrug up their fhoulders, and’ 
laugh at.a. brogue,.as much as we do, Their manners are modeft, ° 
is Swill chatte, 
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chatte, and referved; they make excellent’ wives, and good mothers. 
There are alfo among them fome women highly accomplifhed, en- 
’ larged in their ideas,’ and elegant in their fentiments, but the num- 
; har of thofe are very fimall, and their admirers few, in general ; a 
woman of information is confidered as a bold innovator, a dangerous 
companion for well-behaved ladies. 

‘If the attempts difcuffing any topic, which has for its objec 
tafte in the arts, the merit Of a new publication, or the harangue of 
4 celebrated orator, fhe is liftened to with vifible impatience, if not 
orn. A fermon is fbe only work of genius all the ladies in Dub-. 
lin venture to talk about; which Ll impute to the favourite preach- 
er’s being remarkably elegant in his drefs; whenever he changes his 
taylor, or grows old, his fair countrywomen will loofe nine-tenths 
of their religious fervour; for, to the honour of the kingdom, I am 
happy to obferve he is an Hybernian: and, indeed, juftice obliges 
meto add, the men of this nation travel and ftudy to better pur- 
pofe than moft people I know.’ 


How an ignis-fatuus fhould have found its way to the pen of this 
fafhionable lady, we know not; but we are inclined to believe, from 
feveral circumftances, that the letters are genuine; and, as fuch, 
they may gratify the curiofity of thofe in particular who are. ac- 
quainted with the parties, as well as afford geneval entertainment. 


The Romance of the Cavern ; or, the Hiftory of Fitz-Henry and Fames. 
2 Fols. 12me. 6s. Lane. 1793. 


This ftrange farrago is Copied from various popular novels. The 
Romance of a Foreft gave it the name; the Recefs its heroes; and 
Ferdinand Count Fathom has fupplied fome ot its moft interefting 
events. Others are gleaned from different fources, which have left an 
impreflion on the mind, though not fufficiently deep to be traced to 
theit origin. The whole is abfurd and improbable: we had began 
to mark the inconfiftencies of the ftory ; but they would have filled 
avolume: its own weight is fufficient to fink it. The events afto- 
nith without interefting : the heroes afe funk in defpair, or raifed to 
happinefs, without the reader’s feeling a pang or tran{port. 


RELIGIO US. 


The Duty of Relieving the French Refugee Clergy fated and recom- 

mended. A Sermon, preached in the Parifk Church of Droxford, 
Hants, on Sunday, May 26, 1793.. By Fames Chelfum, D.D. 
ReGor of Droxford ; and Chaplain to,the Hen. and Right Rev. the 
Lord Biftop of Winchefer...Publifted for the Benefit of the French 
Refugee Clergy. gto. 1s. Rivingtoms. 1793. 

_ As we have had feveral folid fpecimens. of Dr. Chelfum’s abili- 

les, we took up’this:fermon with proportionable expeétations; nor 

have we been at all.difappointed. Among other grounds.on which 

this Charity is recommended, are the following : 
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‘ The frangers theh, for whofe diftreffes I appear this day a til 
ling-advocate, are entitled certainly to your fpeedy and liberal aig; 
ance by every the moft peculiar claim. They are ftrangers indeed, 
ftrangers labouring under circumftances of the moft uncommonand 
aggravating diftrefs; ftrangers banifhed from their native country, 
deptived of their maintenance, feparated from the yet faithful.and 
devout followers of their flock, and driven from thofe altars at which 
they delighted heretofore to ferve their God. 
_ © Their flight indeed has not certainly been in. any fort wanton 
and unnecefiary ; has not been diétated by any idle-fears of withes, 
but has fprung from their own unavoidable miferies. Had not the 
love of life conftrained them, had not reverence for their own ron. 
fciences compelled them, every principle natural te the human breafi, 
every better principle naturally belonging to their education and 
their character, would have operated certainly to prevent their flight 
into a foreign land, to have kept them fixed on their own native {pot 
in the exercife of their facred miniftry, amongft their own dearet 
relatives and connexions, and in the enjoyment of their own proper 
maintenance. Like thofe to whom the gracious promife of our 
Lord is given, they have forfaken “ houfe, brethren, fifters, and 
father and mother, and lands, but for the fake of Chrift and his gof- 
pel,” but for their own confcience fake ;—but becaufe neither “tr- 
bulation, nor diftrefs, nor famine, nor nakednefs, nor peril, nor 
{word could feparate them from the love of Chrift,” from the love 
of that which they efteemed their duty ;—-but becaufe they difdained 
to purchafe a right to remain where they wifhed to dwell, at the ex- 
pence of perjury, atthe expence of a wounded mind, and of a heart 
alike unfaithful to itfelf and to it’s God. Already indeed even bes 
fore they took the fad refolution of abandoning their country, had 
they been compelled to abandon the performance of their refpediive 
duties, and to fecrete themfelves from the horrors of perfecution 
and from the danger of death itfelf. Already had they been depriv- 
ed of their maintenance, and were condemned to death by the gene: 
ral voice ; already were they the devoted victims of the blind fury 
of a mifguided populace. Yet ne other crime could be objected 
to them, than that they would not proftitute their confciences, that 
they would not bind themfelvesin the fight of their God by a folemn 
oath which they could not approve, that they would nat countenance 
the lawlefs proceedings of tyrannical and ferocious individuals, and 
would not lend their fanétion to the open violation of all order, al 
juftice and allrealliberty. What the general effects of irregular and 
informal tyranny, what the daily aéts of vengeance of a licentious 
‘multitude roaming uncontrouled, what the fanguinary difpofition of 
their countrymen in general had thus firft effeéted, the formal decree 
of their ruling afflembly foon: completed. 

¢ By this they were compelled to refolve at once to quit even their 
private retreais, and to-try 40 feek that refuge, and that juft arr 
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on, in a foreign land, which their own country, and their own 
laws, now no longer, even in any fort, afforded them. 

"6 Fled, therefore, fled,- many thoufands of them, to this yet hap- 
py country, to this abode of real liberty, (becaufe the abode of it is 
fecured and regulated by fixed -and effective laws) fled to this land, 
and paying certainly no mean or unwelcome compliment to the well- 
known high repute of our laws.and our liberality, while even a dif- 
fence of religious opinions could not reftrain them from feeking our 
hofpitable fhores, they have experienced {peedily that ready affiftance 
which is fo abundantly due to them, fo foon as the call of charity 
had gone forth throughout our land, fo foon as benevolence vould 
aflemble her chofen fons to exert willingly their united powers for 
the relief of the ftranger and the afflicted. Even thefe voluntary fup- 
plies however, fo highly honourable to our country, have at length 
failed ; even thefe abundant {prings of liberality are at length dried 
up; and a more general contribution, the contribution even of the 
whole nation, is now become neceflary for their fupport. 

¢ Exiled indeed as they are, deprived as they are of their own juft 
fources of maintenance, how fhall thefe ftrangers in our land, thefe 
fad victims of perfecution, be faved from perifhing, unlefs the libe- 
rality of our country fhall again haften to their fuccour, unlefs that 
charity which true Chriftianity abfolutely enjoins thall again pour 
forth her bleflings on them, fhall again entertaim them gladly, 
as our brethren, as our fellow-creatures ? 

* Educated indeed for the fervice of God alone, fet apart for his 
facred miniftry alone, and trained in confequence to no other means 
of procuring themfelves their maintenance, nay forbidden both by 
cuftom, and by evident propriety, to exercife any other mode of 
earning their fupport, what labours can they perform, what fervices 
can they render, to entitle themfelves to their maintenance, in a fo- 
reign land ? “ They cannot dig, to beg they are afhamed ;”’ they can- 
not exercife any ufeful manufacture, neceflarily ignorant and un- 
fkilled as they are in every fort of manual labour ; and they would 
feel the ingenuous blufh of honeft fhame, they who have been ac- 
cuftomed to-diftribute alms to others, now to folicit them their felves ; 
they would do a violence to their own modeft wifhes and defires, to 
their own proper character, were they to apply in their own behalf, 
however preffed by hard neceffity, however entitled to prefer their 
petitions, fince they are not entitled by our laws to any regular and 
gertain relief. - Far otherwife they have indeed uniformly and: gene- 
tally ab{tained from making even. any applications in their own fa- 
vour, far otherwife, have they endeavoured, as far as poffible, not 
to be chargeable. to others, and have reduced. their neceflary ex- 
pences, by their own rigid and laboured ceconomy, to the loweft 
level, and have {pared and preferved, even to the lateft moment, the 
liberal and willing contributions, of our countrymen. 

* The ftrangers then whom it is my duty to exhort you earueftly 
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again to receive and to “ take in,” are, it appears, already knows 
us ; already approved by us for their exemplary and grateful condud; 
and for their pious and Chriftian fpirit of contentment and refigha. 
tion. Confidering thefe things only, to relieve them then wil} ha. 
to reward humility and gratitude, to protect piety, and to —purchafe 
“ the bleffing of him that is ready to perifh.” But confidering far. 
ther alfo that thefe unhappy men ‘are indeed martyrs to confcience, 
that they have forfaken every thing, that they have made the mof 
painful facrifices, but that they might fulfil their duty, and be at 
within themfelves, to relieve them will be to execute the defigns of . 
Providence, as fecondary inftruménts in the hand of God, whofe 
will it is certainly ‘that the righteous fhould not be left-deftitute 
will be to encourage a fearlefs regard for confcience, ‘even amidft 
circumftances of the utmoft danger, even in times of the moft alarm. 
ing complexiun,—will be to excite others alfo fteadily to adhere to 
the dictates of their confcience, undifimayed even by the profpett of 
death itfelf, by fhewing, as far as we are able, that “ verily there is 
a reward for the righteous, doubtlefs there is a God that judgeth the 
earth.” 
‘ Hafte, then, my brethren, haften gladly to perform this high 
and facred duty ; and let no miftaken prejudices, no unbecoming 
fpirit of national attachment, chill your benevolence, or reftrain 
your piety. Such prejudices, if but fairly examined, ‘are not’cer- 
tainly confiftent even with reafon itfelf, even with the dictates of 
common humanity, far lefs are they confiftent with the Chriftian 


{pirit of univerfal love.’ 
If an apology be neceflary for fo long an extraét, it is, that we 


with to fubferve the views of the preacher. 


The Peciprocal Duty of a Chriftian Minifter and a Chriftian Congres, 
gation. A Sermen, preached in the Unitarian Chapel, in Effexs 
Street, Loudon ; Sunday, Fuly 21, 1793, on undertaking the Paf- 
toral Office in that Place. By Fohn Difney, D. D. F,S, Ae 80: 
1s. Johifon. 1793. 

There is‘nothing remarkable in this difcourfe, farther than a ftate- 
ment of the author's reajons for refigning his profpeéts in the church. 
of iingland, in favour of Unitarianifm. The following fentiments 
are not ftrictly agreeable to the teftimony of the beft writers on ec¢ 
Clefiaftical hiftory : | 

*' The teftimony of hiftory, fays the author, will fupport me im 
faving, had not the impugners and corruptors of the Chriftian faith 
united themfelves and their caufe with the civil governments of this 
world; and had not power and wealth been joined together to excite 
the artful devices of men, and to unite them in confederacy againft 
the fimplicity, the peace and charity of the gofpel, the common 
fense of mankind would have prevented the many fad corruptions of 
the word of truth, or, long before this our day, have corrected and 
expunged them from the popular creed ot the Chriftian world.’ 
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The dottor’s candour, However, muft be acknowledged in the 
conclufion, where he fays, . 

‘The purity of our religious faith will avail us nothing, unlefs it 
be accompanied by a truly religious’ and virtuous character; neither’ 
will our zeal for religious liberty be of any real fervice to us, unlefs 
we freely allow the fame portion to others, which we Claim and ex- 
ercife ourfelves.’ ? 


An Effay to counteract and fpivitualize French modern political Prin- 
ciples, in order to render them harmie/; to the human Mind, to the 
domeftic, civil, and religious State, occafioned by Letters of the Rev. 
Dr. Fofeph Pricfiley, to the Philofophers and Politicians of France, 
oh the Subjec? of Religion. By the Rev. C. F. Triebner, Minifter 
of a German Lutheran Congregation at Little St. Helen's. 8vo. 
3s. Parfons. 1793. 


Tae bulk of this pamphlet is intended to counteract the effect of 
Dr. Prieftley’s Socimian tenets, by the common arguments brought 
in defence of the Trinity, and by others fo very fupernatural, that 
we do not hefitate to fay they are perfettly unintelligible to us, and 
we believe will be fo to the public. The author lofes himfelf in 
the myfteries of the Apocalypfe, and hi’ ftyle is ob{cured in fym- 
pathy with his fubjeét, by his ignorance of the Englifh idiom. We 
have feldom perufed a work to fo little purpofe. 


An Addrefs to the Inhabitants of the Colonies, eRablifed in New South 
Wales and Norfolk Tfland. By the Rev. Richard Fohnfon, A. B. 
Chaplain to the Colontes. Written in the Year 1792. 1.2mo. 15: 
Deighton. 1794. 

This Addrefs is plain and fimple, and fuch, ih every refpect, as 
may be fuppofed to fuit the unhappy circumftances of thofe for 
whofe ufe it is defigned. 


New and decifive Proofs, fiom Scripture and Reafon, that Adults on- 
ly are included in the Defign of the New Covenant; or the Gofpel 
Difpenfation, and were Members of the Church of Chrift, in the 
the Apoftolic Age. Offertd as a Reply to Mr. Williams’ Attempt, 
ina late Treatife, to prove that by Baptifm Infants were initiated 
into the Church of Chrift, and Members of it, at that Time. By 
William Afhdowne. vo. 1s. Johnfon. 1792. 


The fubftance of this pamphlet is contained in the following ex- 
tra. The author is certainly entitled to an anfwer. 


‘ Whoever, attentively, and with a mind unbiaffed, reads the fore- 
going citations, I prefiuume, will not hefitate to admit that the ac- 
Count contained therein of the difeiples, or members of the churck 
of Chrift, includes all of them, both individnally and colledtively, 
in the feveral places that are meritioned are alluded to, as that Je- 
tufalem, &c. &c.’ 

C.R.N. Arr. (X.) March, 1794. Bb ‘ That 
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‘¢ That they were adults only, to me is indifputable, front the 
confiderations :—Firit, from what is explicitly related of their cha. - 
racter as finners, or enemies to God, by their wicked works, before 
their converfion, Secondly, from the account contained therein of 
the moral and religious change that was made in their principles and 
conduct upon their hearing, believing, and obeying the gofpe 
preached to them, defcribed by their being created, or begotten and 
born of God, &c. by the word of truth. . Thirdly, from the mean; 
that are related by which that change was.produced in them, i.e, by 
their obeying the gofpel; or, in the words of the Apofftle to the 
Theffalonians, “ When ye received the word of God, which ye 
heard of us, ve received it not as the word of men, but (asiit is in 
truth) the word of God, which effe€tually worketh in you that be- 
heve.”* Fourthly, from what is particularly related refpeéting the 
holinefs of heart and life, they all are exhorted to practife and main- 
fain, as the difciples of Chrift, and which many of them were en- 
famples.of'toothers to imitatethem therein Fifthly, becaufe not one 
of thofe particulars juft mentioned, are in the leaft applicable to in- 
fants, who are not finners, nor ‘capable of any moral or religious 
change, or-living holy and righteoufly in obedience to the precepts 
of the gofpelj oand therefore they are not mentioned, or even alluded 
to in arly<ene of the foregoing numerous Citations, as difciples of 
Chrift, or of his church. 7 © : ‘ 

‘ If the- genuine meaning of. the -paflages, cited in the foregoing 
pages, hath been given, and the arguments founded thereomare 
juftly deduced, it follows, that.initiating infants, by baptifm, whether 
by immerfion, or any other mode, into the church of Chrift, onthe 
new covenant difpenfation, .as practifed in paftages, and in the pre- 
fent, is utterly inconfiftent with, and evidently difcountenanced by 
the doétrine’and invariable praétice of the apoftles, as hath been 
made appear in their making converts to Chrift, as members of his 
church, and therefore fach a, praétice is wholly unfcriptural, ground- 
ed entirely upon human invention and authority alone, and conte- 
queatly it ought to be difcountenanced and difcontinued. by every 
genuine and zealous friend and advocate for primitive and unadulte- 
rated Chriftianity, as contained in the New’Teftament alone: 

‘ The only plaufible objection that occurs to me, which may be 
offered againft the featinyents pleaded for,. grounded on the foregoing 
paflages, is this, that they, or at leaft thofe quoted from the Epiftles, 

are applicable to a congregation, or church, at, this day compoled of 
adults apd jnfants, and confequently they may equally apply toon 
or more fuch at that day. To which I anfwer, that, in my opiio?, 
tlie objetion is entirely invalid, till it is clearly proved that there 
was one or more fuch churches at that time. | When that is made ap- 
pear, either from feripture, or any other unqueftionable teftimony, 
( fhalt frankly acknowledge the force of it, ‘againft the opinion here 
maintained ; byt, till that is produced, it cannot in my judgme 
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+: the Jeaft affect either the proofs Gineniteni sid Biainas 
or the fentiment founded: thereon.’ ffered, 


Aletter to the Rev. R. Foley, M.A. ReGor of Old Swinford. In 
Anfiver to Charges brought againft the Diffenters of Stourbridge : 
with a concife View of the Principles of Diffenters. By B. Car- 

punter: to which is added, an Account of the Proceedings at the Lyve- 

wafte. By F. Scott. 80. 15. Baldwin. _ 1793. 

This is.an able and candid defence of the principles of the Dif- 
fenters, both political and religious, and will probably be read with 
advantage when the prefent ferments are in fome meafure allayed. 
The prevailing odium againit the Diffenters, on account of the in- 
temperate politics of a few, is certainly unjuftifiable, and we are 
glad to fee one of the body ftep forwards in the true {pirit of catholic 
charity and impartiality. The petty difputes about the Lye-watfte are 
interefting only to the parties concerned. 


dn Examination of the New Doérines in Philofophy and Theology, 
propagated by Dr. Prieftley ; with fome fhort Strifures on the 
Power of the civil Magiffrate, as the Ordinance of God. Ay Alexe 
ander Colden. Svo. 25.6d. Law. 1793. 


Although it may be doubted whether Dr. Prieftley has not met 
with a more able antagonift, we are certain he has feldom been op- 
pofed by one who writes more clofely to the true {pirit of Chriftian - 
candour. He refutes at great length the doétor’s tenets on material 
ifm, and on the perfon of Jefus, and frequently erhbellifhes his fub- 
jet with fhrewd and original remarks. In difcuffing the queftion 
‘whether effential a€tive powers can properly be afcribed to matter,’ 
we think he has by far the beft-of the argument. Materialifm, how- 
ever refined. by the metaphyfical powers of a Prieftley, is too cold 
and comfortlefs a doctrine for conviétion, or acceptation. To thofe 
who are interefted in the controverfy on this fubjeét, and on the per- 
fon of Chrift, we would recommend this as no fmall addition to 
their fund. His defence, in the Appendix, of Dr. Prieftley’s pri- 
vate character, does honour to the foundnefs of his head and the 
goodneis of his heart. 


Mis. c EL Lb A N.E.Q.U.S. 


Evening Recreations : a Colleftion of original Stories, for the Amufe- 
ment of her young Friends. By a Lady. Seo. 25. 6d. Deighton. 
1794. 

In addition to the inftruction and amufement which this little vo- 
lime was meant to afford to the younger fet of readers, it will furniflt 
them with a very ufeful and improving exercife, which did not per- 
haps occur: to’ the,author. We recommend it to any boy or girl who 
has made a tolerable progrefs in the {pelling book and Englith gram, 
ilar, to take every morning a page of the Evening’ Recreations, and 
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read jt carefully, till he or fhe has found out and correéted the fay; 
of orthography, and inaccuracies of eonftruétion, fome ‘of which 
occur.in every leaf; as for example, impofture for impoffor ; Joafe for 
lofe ; principal for principle ; beajes of pray ; wild foul ; blanen for 
blazon ; he behaved fo difre/peétful ; (the adje€tive for the adverb, 
a common vulgarifm in converfation) ‘ they went to fee the min; 
of Cornwall work,” We are told of the Pyzenees and the Sicelians, 
of the fruit and bloffoms of the ardutas, and of fo many other cu. 
rious novelties, that we are well convinced the author, who ftile 
herfelf a lady, can be no other than the celebrated Mrs. Slipflop 
herfelf; and as that gentlewoman muft, by this time. be pretty far 
advanced in years, we muft recolleé, in excufe for her mode of 
fpelling, that young women in her time were feldom taught any 
other : but however well meant, indeed it will not do for the prefént 
generation. . With regard to the fentiments, they are in general 
proper, and fuch as, to children, are ufually infifted on; but they 
are put together with as lit:le of conneétion or arrangement, as the 
narratives of that good goflip Mrs. Quickly. 


4 fhort kiftorical Account of the Invention, Theory, and Pra&iice f 
Fire-machinery ; or, Iutrodudtion to the Art of making Machines, 
vulgarly called Steam-engines, By Mr. Blakey. 80. 1, 
1793- / 
The author of this publication traces the hiftory of the art of 


working machines by the affiftance of feam, from Brancas of 
Rome, who publifhed in the beginning af the laft century, to the 
prefent period. His objeét appears to be that of inducing fubferip- 
tions to a large work on fire-machinery, of which the prefent is only 
an outline. With this view, he deferibes his labours in this and 
other countries, and wifhes his inventions to be thought fuperior to 
the eftablifhed ones of Miefirs. Watt and Boulton. ‘Thus he fays, 
{peakirig of heat and cold, and the elafticity of the air; 

‘ When we confider the fimplicity of thefe powers, and yet fee 
engine builders hold fo faft to their mechanical method of great pil: 
tons, working in monftrous cylinders, with pump-rods, and amt. 
tiplicity of leather buckets, wearing out from friétion ;—when we 
fee great beams carry chains to move fuch coloffal inftruments, and 
capftands to move the leaft part of this heavy tackle, we are inclined 
to think, that the great archizeét Vitruvius was in the right, when he 
faid the fcience of mechanics is for labourers, but the combination 
of the principles of nature belongs to ingenuity,’ 

After enumerating the obje€tions to machines worked on the comn- 
mon principles, he alludes to his own invention (not defcribed 19 
the work) of ‘a fire-engine of the fmpke kind.’ 

¢ Thefe inconveniences are not found in mills worked by fire et 
gines of the fimple kind, ‘The prime coft of a fire engine of ery 
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fort, will not equal the price of the land which muft be wafted in 
damming up water for the ufe of the mill.—Phefe engines confurne 
little fuel; thofe for grinding corn do not require much more heat 
than what proceeds from the oven while it is heating, and need only 
one faggot or two, at moft, to make the mill grind more corn than 
the oven can bake in bread at one heating; but, if four ovens are 
made to bake conftantly in equal time, one after the other, there 
js no need of additional faggots, by which means the fuel for work- 
ing the engine occafions no expence. Such mills alio can be erected 
where they are the moft wanted, and iave ail the expences and dif- 
ferent carriage to the mill and back again, as any one may have them 
on: their own grounds.’ 

Mr. Blakey, we apprehend, would have been more entitled to 
our refpect, and would alfo have rendered his pamphlet worth the 

rchafing, had he given fome defcription of his improvement. As 
itis, we are compelled to fay, that it ftands in no other light than 
that of a mere advertifement tending to fhew his own fuperiority, 
and his intention of publifhing a great book, 


The Traveller’s Companion, from Holphead, to London. Sve. 2s. 
Longman. 1793 


This traveller defcribes his route in a pleafing manner, and makes 
pertinent obfervaticns on various objects. In his account of the 
caftle of C2ernarvon, he refutes, with great appearance of juftneds, 
a notion which, there can be little doubt, is a traditional error. 


‘ In a very fmall dark room within the Tower called the Eagle 
Tower, you are told that his beloved queen Eleanor was delivered 
of the firft prince of Wales, afterwards the unfortunate K. Edward 
II. April 25, 1284. 

‘ But I am convinced that they are miftaken, in fuppofing this 
dark, ftraight clofet to have been the room; they do not obierve, 
that, within the prefent wails of this tower, and clofe adjoining to 
this clofet, there is afpacious apartment, with a fine large window, 
and chimney-piece ; to which there was, probably then, a hand- 
fome ftaircafe within the tower ; whereas, the approach to this clofet, 


_Isup the winding ftone fteps, without thé tower. There is no doubt, 


that the queen was delivered in this noble room ; and that the other 

was one of the many {mall rooms, appropriated to the ufe of the 
LP be . . . " . 

foldiers, as it communicates with thé gallery which goes round the 

cafile,’ 


The author, whofe remarks are evidently well-founded and faith- 
ful, bears teftimony to the great improvements, made during late 
years, not only in the Welfh roads and inns, but alfo in the man- 
ners of the people, neat appearance of the houfes, and indeed in the 
face of the whole country. 
. : Ob fervations 
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Obfervations on the A& for the Relief and Encouragement of Fri 
Societies: to which are added, Forms of the feveral In 
neceffary under the A@ : together with an Abjirad of the Aa. 
the Gentleman who framed the Bill. 8vo. 15. Pridden, "794+ 


‘ It is the firft principle of thefe focieties, that they fhall be go- 
verned. by rules of their own formation, to which the estattean te in- 
dividually confent. The aéts put no reftraint on this diferetion, but 
requires a declaration of the object of the inftitution; and fecuresa 
due application of the funds, that the members may not be deprived. 
of that benefit, for which they have given a valuable <a 
either by collufion or fraud.’ 


Thus fays the introductory { part of this publication, which doubt 
lefs will prove .ufeful to thofe inftitutions intended to be. relieved by 
the act. ; 


Odfervations on the Pafaze between thé Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, 
zn two Memoirs on the Straits of Anian, and the Difcoverses of De 
Fonte. Elucidated by a new and original Map. To which is pre- 
fixed an hiftorical Abridgement of D: i -overtes in the North of Ame- 
fica, By William Goldfom to. 8s. Boards. Jordan.. 179}3.- 


The difcovery of a puffage between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans is a defideratum of great importance to our maritime con- 
cerns, and the legiflature has offered a very great reward for it. The 
difcoveries lately made on the north-weft coaft of the American 
continent, have revived a curiofity which for fome years before had 
flept, and Mr. Goldfon has drawn up two Memoirs to evince the 
probability of the difpute being finally fettled, if fuitable encourage- 
ment be held forth to men of enterprize. After reviewing the for- 
mer attempts, and comparing the modern and ancient geographical 
documents of various navigators, which he has done with great ac- 
curacy and knowledge of the fubject, he decides ftr ongly-in favour 
of the Browabibity that a paflage between the two oceans may be dif- 
covered. As his Memoir cannot admit of abridgement, we fhall 
content ourfelves with tranfcribing his concludi ing fentiments : 


‘I fhall-venture to conclude, that, fromthe variety of obfervations 
offered in the preceding pages, there i is a great { probabili ity, if not an 
abfolute certainty, of the exiftence of a communication between the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.; the difficulties attending the navigation 

of which may be furmounted, and from the prefent.improved ftate 
of maritime knowledge, the currents may be fo afcertained, as t0 
render it as fafe and as certainasthe paflage through Hudfon’s Straits. 
¢ The legiflature has confidered it a fubje& of fuch importance, 
as to offer a reward of 20,0001. to effect the difcovery. Until with- 
in a few years this could only have been an object. worth the atten- 
tion of perfons fitting out fhips for the Davis’ Straits fifhery.. Na 
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ward, and the reafon is very obvious. If the owners of a fhip em- 
ployed in that fithery fhould be induced to order the mafter, to en- 
deavour to get to the northward, fo as to effeét a difcovery, in hopes 
of obtaining the reward, and he fhould be fo fortunate as to get 
three parts of the way through to the weftward, but not fucceed, 
neither his owners nor himfelf would be entitled to the fmalleft gra- 
tity. For which reafon, the perfons engaged in that fifhery are 
contented with falling in with the ice juft within the Straits, where 
they get a cargo of feal. oil and fkins, without running any rifk to 
farther to the northward. This was an overfight in the aé&’ 
which originally offered. the reward, and likewife in that which ex- 
tended it to the officers employed in his majefty’s navy, and ought 
to be remedied ; as it has not only tended’ to cramp the fpirit of» 
difcovery, but, at the fame time, has been a check, I may ven- 
tire to call it fo, to the commercial intereft of the country ; as many 
perfons, in- hopes of a reward, might be induced to penetrate into 
Baftin’s Bay, when they might not venture to run the rifk of an at- 
tempt to effect a paflage. , 

‘ For thefe reafons, I fhall beg leave to fubmit to the attention of 
the legiflature, if it would not be for the advantage of the nation at 
large, whether we confider it in a commercial or a geographical 
view, to divide the premium into three feveral proportions, which 
thould be given to the perfons firft difcovering as far as certain fixed 
fituations from each fide ofthe continent. Thefe fituations I would 
propofe to be, : 

* 1ft. The communication between Baffin’s Bay and the Frozen 
Oceany whether by. Lancafter’s, or any other opening to the well- 
ward. 

‘2d, The mouth of the Copper mine River, as determined by 
Mr. Hearne. | 
.£ 3d. Whale Ifland, as determined by Mr. M‘Kenzie, at the 
mouth of the river difcharging it‘elf from the Great Slave Lake. 

“It might be obieéted, that this method would be adding an ad- 
ditional expence beyond the original fum voted by parliament; but 
a8 it would net amount, perhaps, to more than 10,000l. it ought not to. 
be placed in competition with the national ‘advantage which might in 
hiture acctué ‘from it ; as fetting afide the idea of fining a paffage, 
owners of veffels in the Davis” Strait trade may be more induced,’ 
by means ‘of thefe regulations, than they are at prefent, to explore - 
Baffin’s Bay, which may lay a foundation-for a whale-fifhery im a- 
Part of the world hitherto negleéted.’ , 


Obfervations on Frauds praGifed in the Collecionef the Salt Duties, 
and the Mifconducé of Officers fuirly fated. By W. Pander- 
fegen, Efg. 8vo. ts. Robinfons. : 

_ The charges ftated in this publication, and moft of them fubftan- 

Wated by affidavits, are, that the officers concerned in the revenue 

arifing 
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arifing from fait, ‘ have been negligent in their duty ;’ that they fisye 
Known of fhips taking in more than ‘ the quantity fpecified in the 
certificate, and have not {cized the overplus ;’ that they have con.. 
nived ata fraud practifed under the name. of ‘ the drum head,’ 
which the overplus fait not only pafies free of duty, but the real 
quantity the fhip contains is concealed from the deputy meter ;. that. 
they * have taken bribes, in money and entertainments, to fuffer 
frauds on thewevenue ; that they ‘have reported fhips that have 
loft /ome falt, to have loft more than was loft ;? and, laftly, that 
they ‘ reported a fhip, which made over the quantity hipped, to 
have /of a quantity of falt.’ In thefe various ways, according to 
the {pecific details of the author, very large quantities of {alt have 
efcaped the duties impofed by law ; and though he appears to have’ 
made very laudable exertions to bring thefe proofs before the com-. 
miffioners, his attempts, from fome caufe not afcertained, have not: 
oniy been baffied, but the very perfons on whom they fall heavielt 
have been promoted. 


Refutation of the Charges brought by W. Vanderflegen, Efq. again 
Mr. Thomas Wefton, and other Merchants concerned in the Salt 
Trade, fo far as thofe Charges refpec the Thames Street Company 
of Salt Importers.’ 8vo. 1s. Robinfons. 1794. ~ 
In this publication, Mr. Vanderftegen is charged with mifrepre- 

fentation and private malice ; and five affidavits are produced in op- 

pofition to fome, though certainly not to the whole, of his accula- 
tions. Between thefe difputants we leave the public to decide. 


Elémens de la Langue Angloife, develloppés d'une. Maniere nouvelle, 
fimple, et tres Concife, a ? Ufage des Etrangers qui defirent apprendre 
promptement a parler €&9 & ecrire correfement PAnglois. Par Mr. 
C.F. Lebefque. 12mo. 1s.6d. Crowder. 1793. 

‘ Parmi le grand nombre d’ouvrages élémentaires, deftinés a faci-. 
liter aux étrangers l’étude de la langue Angloife, nous n’en avons 
trouvé aucun qui traitit d’une maniere affez étendue la partie la plus 
éffentielle d’une grammaire, la fintaxe. C’eft pour fuppléer a ce 
défaut que nous publions ces nouveaux élémens.’ 

The author feems to have taken fome pains to render this work 
ufefiul to his countrymen, and has very properly avoided {welling 
its bulk with the rules of orthography, or, what is equally com- 
mon, to include in {uch publications a vocabulary of the language, 
familiar dialogues, &c. which he conceives to be of little ufe, fince 
the French language affords few examples capable of illuftrating. 
Englith pronunciation. . 
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